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December 15, 2020 

 

Dear ACC Supporter, 

I have had the honor of communicating to you through these letters since April of this year. It evolved out of a desire to 

stay connected to our followers when we could not be in the same physical space.  I was pleasantly surprised to receive 

messages back from some of you. Then, I understood that the letters might be of service. So wide ranging topics ensued--

sometimes silly jokes, fun videos or photos, maybe stream of consciousness pro-aging statements, and other times, a cry 

for social justice.  Through all of this, I have felt linked to you in a profound way that can only come from shared 

experience under pressure. While we lack a biological relationship, I know we have shared an intense span of time and 

place that will not come again. No one would choose to endure a pandemic as a life lesson. For me to make sense of all 

this, I prefer to see that there a gift in all this for each of us. When we begin to exhale from the fear, isolation and tumult, 

I hope we continue the kind of self-introspection the pandemic has lent us--continue to better ourselves and our world. I 

know I am grateful to all of you for this process. Oh, so maybe on Mondays, I (might) grouse about thinking of something 

to write for Tuesday. Then you motivated me to write something pleasant, cogent, and meaningful.  That, and Kim 

Vermillion’s support and editing encouraged me to be focused and stronger. 

All this makes writing this letter even harder. After 12 amazing years at the ACC, I have resigned my position effective 

December 31st.  I will miss so many things about the ACC and Lake Oswego.  But it all comes down to the people.  I have 

learned so much here from all of you, been stretched personally and professionally beyond what I thought was possible 

for me, and had experiences I could never have gotten anywhere else.  The people in this community are so generous, 

talented, intelligent, kind, thoughtful, creative and compassionate.  I have gotten more back from all of you than I have 

ever given. Even more, I have worked with a team of capable, smart, caring people--the ACC staff. I could not ask for 

better. 

While I am saying good bye, I hope you will join me in saying hello and congratulations to Maria Bigelow who has agreed 

to be Interim ACC Manager for the next six months. Maria has been with the ACC since 2014, first aboard as our Front 

Desk Administrative Support (mind you, this is the most important job at the ACC.) Maria was then promoted to Program 

Supervisor overseeing social services and programming. Maria will provide leadership, a steady hand and considerable 

skill.  In addition to her familiarity with all things ACC, Maria recently completed her EMPA from Portland State University.  

Most of you know her, if you do not, please say hello and welcome! 

Last, for those of you who love our annual planner, they are now available! Come get yours while supplies last starting 

Wednesday, December 16th during the business hours of 8:30am-4:30pm. We will have a no contact pick up at 425 N 

Second Street in a basket outside (under cover.) 

In Gratitude, 

Ann Adrian 
Center Manager 
Lake Oswego Adult Community Center 
Department of Parks and Recreation  
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