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Planting Design and Maintenance Considerations
Plant Selection Goals

• Incorporate species that are effective at improving water quality treatment

• Use predominantly species native to Lake Oswego 

• Select plants that will be easily maintained and minimize the maintenance burden

• Irrigation within the facilities decreases hand-watering 
efforts and provides support to vegetation during hot, 
dry summers

• Planting native, locally adapted, and low-maintenance 
vegetation ensures plants will become established with 
minimum cost and effort, and thrive in their environment

• Diversity of both native and non-native vegetation will 
enable plantings along corridor to adapt to a changing 
environment

Vine maple

Cascara Bearberry

Mock orange

Mexican 
orange

Black samson 
coneflower

‘Walbuma’ 
Japanese 
spiraea

Oregon 
stonecrop

Sawbeak 
sedge

Shumard oak

Salal

New Zealand 
sedge

Western 
columbine 

Witch hazel

Dwarf
sweetbox

Douglas 
iris

Gold Fountains 
sedge

Oregon 
iris

Pacific 
dogwood

Tall camas

Common 
camas

Tall Oregon 
grape

Baldhip rose

Meadow 
checkermallowWestern 

serviceberry

White 
spiraea

Yellow-eyed
grass

Kelsey’s 
dwarf red-twig 

dogwood

‘Ice Dance’ 
Japanese

sedge

Bush 
anemone

Evergold
sedge

Piggy-back 
plant

Tufted 
hairgrass

‘Northern 
Lights’ tufted 

hairgrass

‘Goldstrum’ 
black-eyed 

susan

Daggerleaf 
rush

‘Patty’s Purple’ 
hebe

‘Blue Zinger’ 
sedge

‘Elk Blue’ 
California 
grey rush

Creeping 
snowberry

‘Blue Arrows’ 
rush

‘Hidcote Blue’ 
lavender

Slough sedge

Arctic Fire 
red-twig 
dogwood

Dull Oregon 
grape

Creeping
Oregon grape

California 
huckleberry

Coastal 
strawberry

Late Winter to Mid-Spring
Mid-Spring to Early Summer

Early Summer to Late Summer
Late Summer to Autumn

Larger trees will be set 
back from cross streets and 
alleys to ensure line-of-sight 
for turning vehicles.

Lower-growing plant varieties will be 
planted closer toward the roadway 
and sidewalks to reduce pruning 
requirements and improve line of 
site for traffic and pedestrians.

Timber edging is planned 
to line all planting edges 
not bounded by sidewalks 
to make the maintenance 
boundaries clear.

Plants have been selected for each rain garden facility 
based on ponding depth of the rain garden. Plants that 
thrive in wet soil and ponded water have been selected 
for the bottom of the facility. Upland plants have been 
selected for the edges.  
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• Ensure a variety of seasonal bloom times to support pollinator ecology and seasonal landscape interest

• Protect and enhance the existing street canopy, while blending vegetation in to the existing street character


