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Education and Outreach

Stormwater runoff occurs on dispersed land surfaces including pavements, yards, driveways, and roofs. Runoff
picks up pollutants that are then transported down curb and gutters, pipes, and ditches to our streams and Oswego
Lake. Improving water quality requires that we are careful about what we allow onto the land surface, either
intentionally or unintentionally. It also helps when we break the pathway between the pollutants and the receiving
waters, for example, with streamside (riparian) vegetated areas that don’t require extra water, fertilizer, or
pesticides. It takes individual behavior changes and proper practices to control stormwater pollution. That’s why
we say, “Only rain down the drain.”
The City of Lake Oswego engages the community around ways to reduce stormwater pollution in many
ways. Awareness of the issue is the first step to reducing stormwater pollution: the City provides information about
stormwater quality in a wide range of places, including this website, brochure racks in City Hall, watershed and
stormwater curriculum in Lake Oswego middle schools, volunteer activities with local watershed councils, and
events such as periodic Farmers Market booths. The City supports the regional awareness campaign, The River
Starts Here, to help get messages out about reducing stormwater pollution. We hope that with awareness comes
changes in behavior, which we help to facilitate through ongoing programs like those below.

Car Washing
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Wash water from car washing activities typically contains dirt (sediment), soap
(detergent/surfactants), gasoline and motor oil, as well as metals and oil/grease residues from
exhaust fumes and brake pads. When this dirty water is allowed to flow into storm drains, it travels
directly to our local creeks and rivers without treatment.
read more

Yard and Garden Care

BUY USE and DISPOSE of lawn care products wisely to help PROTECT OUR WATER
Lawn care products can help your lawn and garden look great, but these products can also harm
our water if homeowners don’t use and dispose of them properly. Using...
read more

Web Links
Clean Water Tips-Do Your Part
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