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Readwells Book Group

Please join us to discuss interesting fiction titles and occasional biographical non-fiction amongst thoughtful
company. Typically, the group meets every 3rd Friday morning from 10:30-11:30 in the Library’s conference room.
Below find information about the tentative selections for the upcoming months. Keep an eye on the calendar for
any changes to meeting time or book choices.
For more information contact Kiira Taylor, Adult Services Librarian, at 503-534-4227 or ktaylor@ci.oswego.or.us

AUGUST
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In 1967, Bashir Al-Khayri, a Palestinian twenty-five-year-old, journeyed to Israel, with the goal of seeing the
beloved old stone house, with the lemon tree behind it, that he and his family had fled nineteen years earlier. To his
surprise, when he found the house he was greeted by Dalia Ashkenazi Landau, a nineteen-year-old Israeli college
student, whose family fled Europe for Israel following the Holocaust. On the stoop of their shared home, Dalia and
Bashir began a rare friendship, forged in the aftermath of war and tested over the next thirty-five years in ways that
neither could imagine on that summer day in 1967. Based on extensive research, and springing from his
enormously resonant documentary that aired on NPR's Fresh Air in 1998, Sandy Tolan brings the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict down to its most human level, suggesting that even amid the bleakest political realities
there exist stories of hope and reconciliation. (Summary from amazon.com)

SEPTEMBER
High in the Italian Alps at the turn of the twentieth century, Ciro, a strapping mountain boy, meets Enza, a practical
beauty. But when scandal rocks Ciro's tiny village, unbeknownst to Enza, he is sent to hide in America. When
disaster strikes Enza's family, she, too, is forced to go to America. Ciro and Enza build fledgling lives;until fate
intervenes and reunites them. But it is too late: Ciro has volunteered to serve in World War I and Enza finds
success in the costume department of the Metropolitan Opera House. Over time, these star-crossed lovers meet
and separate, until the power of their love changes both of their lives forever.
Inspired by Trigiani's own family history, The Shoemaker's Wife defines an era with operatic scope that will live on
in the imaginations of readers for years to come.
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OCTOBER
The time is 1933, the place, Berlin, when William E. Dodd becomes America’s first ambassador to Hitler’s
Germany in a year that proved to be a turning point in history. A mild-mannered professor from Chicago, Dodd
brings along his wife, son, and flamboyant daughter, Martha. At first Martha is entranced by the parties and pomp,
and the handsome young men of the Third Reich with their infectious enthusiasm for restoring Germany to a
position of world prominence. Enamored of the “New Germany,” she has one affair after another, including with
the suprisingly honorable first chief of the Gestapo, Rudolf Diels. But as evidence of Jewish persecution mounts,
confirmed by chilling first-person testimony, her father telegraphs his concerns to a largely indifferent State
Department back home. Dodd watches with alarm as Jews are attacked, the press is censored, and drafts of
frightening new laws begin to circulate. As that first year unfolds and the shadows deepen, the Dodds experience
days full of excitement, intrigue, romance—and ultimately, horror, when a climactic spasm of violence and murder
reveals Hitler’s true character and ruthless ambition.
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