
From: Willihnganz, Gary
To: Boone, Evan; Siegel, Scot; Simpson, Anne-Marie
Cc: Marty Gardner (martypgardner@aol.com); lpuhlman@gmail.com; grace.wadell@gmail.com; klm018@yahoo.com;

gary willihnganz (gary.willihnganz@gmail.com); Willihnganz, Gary; SBullard@coldchain-tech.com; Lazenby, Scott;
Studebaker, Kent; Buck, Joe; Gudman, Jeff; Kohlhoff, Theresa; La Motte, John; Manz, Jackie; O"Neill, Skip

Subject: LU 18-0028 Appeal - FHNA on Process
Date: Monday, August 13, 2018 4:34:45 PM

To:          Evan Boone, Scot Siegl, Joe Turner (Expedited Land Referee)
CC:         Mayor Studebaker, City Council Members, City Manager
RE:          LU 18-0028 Thoma Road
From:    FHNA, Residents of Thoma Road
 
City Leaders-
 
The Forest Highlands Neighborhood Association would like to raise the awareness of a development
on Thoma Road where the applicant is requesting land use of unnecessary density that is
inconsistent with the direction of the neighborhood as approved by the Lake Oswego Planning
Commission and City Council.   We have done everything within the City Planning processes to
encourage the applicant to bring their plans into phase with the approved neighborhood plan and
may require an appeal to The State of Oregon instead of our elected local government officials to
make our case.  This single land use action impacting the trust between residents and The City
hinges on a 3 day window in which a zoning code is deemed “official”.  It is unfortunate that 72
hours trumps the long term vision of a development code and consensus of so many residents
concerned about the quality and character of their neighborhoods.
 
The property in question resides on Thoma Road and consists of 27,000 square feet that the
developer insists to subdivide into 3 parcels.  Under the old R7.5 code, 3 homes could be built.
 Under the new code, only 1 residence can be built.  The seller of the home has owned the property
for decades, and the neighborhood supports profitable development.  The residents of Thoma Road
and FHNA have been unanimous in their opposition to 3 homes, and supportive of development
with less density.  Strong neighborhood representation was present at the developer required
meetings (one canceled by the developer), and the developer’s tone has been defiant with no
demonstrable interest in neighbor input or concerns.  The developer is not a future home owner and
will be permanently driving up density that is uncharacteristic of the street that will be protected
from any similar future development by the current R15 zoning.
 
The desire of the Thoma Residents and the FHNA is to have a decision process on this development
that is as inclusive as the FHNA process to change the development code to R15.  The old code did
not have support of the FHNA residents, and we followed an exhaustive process directed by the
Planning Commission for over two years.   We achieved overwhelming support from the neighbors,
and received unanimous decisions from both the Planning Commission and the City Council.   This
Thoma development review process with appeals to an “Expedited Land Referee” seems lop sided
with The City not holding themselves to the same standard of inclusion, consensus, and
communication that they held the FHNA.  If we had an “expedited process” option, we would have
changed the zoning long ago and would not be having this conversation. If the new zoning is right; in
line with the appropriate quality of life that defines the neighborhood characteristics, then it should

mailto:gary.willihnganz@intel.com
mailto:eboone@ci.oswego.or.us
mailto:ssiegel@ci.oswego.or.us
mailto:asimpson@ci.oswego.or.us
mailto:martypgardner@aol.com
mailto:lpuhlman@gmail.com
mailto:grace.wadell@gmail.com
mailto:klm018@yahoo.com
mailto:gary.willihnganz@gmail.com
mailto:gary.willihnganz@intel.com
mailto:SBullard@coldchain-tech.com
mailto:slazenby@ci.oswego.or.us
mailto:kstudebaker@ci.oswego.or.us
mailto:jbuck@ci.oswego.or.us
mailto:jgudman@ci.oswego.or.us
mailto:tkohlhoff@ci.oswego.or.us
mailto:jlamotte@ci.oswego.or.us
mailto:jmanz@ci.oswego.or.us
mailto:so"neill@ci.oswego.or.us


be important that The City back what is right rather than what was filled out and submitted on a
particular date.  70 or 80 years is a long time to live with an inappropriate outcome that was allowed
because it “snuck under the wire” and just because one “can” does not make it right.  Code is meant
to be a guideline for appropriate direction.  The code is changed to reflect the appropriate direction
for a neighborhood.  The code has been changed, and submittal 3 days before the effective code
change should not be deemed appropriate for the neighborhood that worked 2 years to avoid this
kind of development.  We would like this Thoma development to require the same inclusive process
approach with our elected and appointed City officials.
 
The City’s desire to develop a consistent set of governing rules is logical and efficient.   Thoma Road
represents a microcosm of this challenge to unite as its residents are both zoned City as well as
County.  Their neighborhood unity is strong as demonstrated by their united defense against this
Renaissance driven density increase.  There is not a single neighbor that supports this three home
development that is uncharacteristic of the neighborhood that will stand out as an island for the
next century.  The neighbor’s largest frustrations include the confusion of the appeals process, their
desire to share their opinions with their elected officials, and their ability to use their voice to inject
directional change.  As FHNA has probed on our country neighborhood’s interest in annexation, we
have uncovered a deep rooted distrust of “City” officials that goes back well before the tenure of any
of our current elected officials.  This same frustration embedded in the Thoma Road development
appeal process is furthering the distrust between the residents of Forest Highlands and City
Officials.  If the City continues to support a land development process that simply serves as a
conduit of approval for the developers, there will be many more cases that will need to be decided
by the Oregon State Court of Appeals.  The residents desire an opportunity to be heard, and a fair
forum requiring the developer to mediate to overwhelming neighborhood consensus.  There is
plenty of middle ground for all parties to achieve a win-win in this development, and for neighbors
to grow trust in their local governing processes.
 


