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CITY AWARDS BID FOR FURNACE RESTORATION PROJECT 

    
LAKE OSWEGO – The historic Oswego Iron Furnace, a symbol of Lake Oswego’s past, will be restored 
by next year, thanks to the City Council’s award of a  public improvement contract at its Tuesday 
evening meeting.  The Council awarded the $830,785 contract, to Pioneer Waterproofing, Inc. for 
restoration of the iron furnace in George Rogers Park which is on the National Register of Historic 
Places.  The project is expected to be completed in June 2009 and will be paid from Transient Lodging 
Tax (hotel/motel tax) revenues.  
 
The unique furnace restoration project requires specialized skills and experience. Pioneer 
Waterproofing, Inc. has recent, relevant experience with brick and masonry restoration in conformance 
with the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. Pioneer 
Waterproofing, Inc. has completed significant restoration projects including the Vista House, Crater 
Lake Lodge, Timberline Lodge, and the Portland Art Museum, each similar in scope and complexity to 
the Oswego Iron Furnace Restoration Project. 
 
“This is an exciting project and one that I am honored to be involved with,” Jerry Knippel, Special 
Projects Director, said. “When the City of Lake Oswego celebrates its centennial in 2010, the historic 
iron furnace in George Rogers Park will be 145 years old. Stabilizing and preserving this valued example 
of our iron heritage will ensure that it is still here when we celebrate our bicentennial.  
 
The furnace was built by the Oregon Iron Company and began operations on August 24, 1867. Taking 
advantage of Oswego’s iron deposits, the Oregon Iron Company became the first to manufacture iron 
on the West Coast. The Oswego iron industry was Oregon’s biggest manufacturing enterprise in the 
nineteenth century. Of four iron furnaces built west of the Rocky Mountains, Oregon’s was the most 
successful, surviving 18 years longer and producing nearly four times as much iron as its closest 
competitor. Today, the stone furnace is the only surviving iron furnace west of the Rocky Mountains.  
 
After abandonment in 1885, the furnace was left to endure the elements without any protection. 
Although the exterior of the 44-foot tall furnace is in relatively good condition, the interior stonework 
is seriously deteriorated. The furnace is currently unsafe due to the potential of falling debris resulting 
from the deterioration. The restoration will replace the grout, chink stones, bricks, and basalt stones 
that have been lost or deteriorated over time. The project will also provide a roof to keep moisture out 
and protect the structure. In addition, the furnace will be made to comply with current seismic 
standards.  Once the work is complete, the City looks forward to providing prearranged group tours 
through the furnace structure.      
 
For questions about the furnace restoration project, please Jerry Knippel, Special Projects Director, at 
503-534-5680. For a copy of the Furnace Task Force Report, visit www.ci.oswego.or.us/engineer. 
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