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The City of Lake Oswego Seeks a Strategy to Help the Lake Oswego School 
District and Neighborhood Schools  

 
LAKE OSWEGO – People move to Lake Oswego and remain for a variety of reasons including parks, 
neighborhood character, open spaces, the library, local shops, safety and the public schools.  While there is 
a separation in governance between the schools and city services, together these entities create a place 
people want to call home.  The City Council is concerned about the decisions the Lake Oswego School 
District is facing due to the statewide school funding crisis.  Mayor Hoffman states, “I care deeply about our 
neighborhood schools and the quality of our education.  The City has a longstanding partnership with our 
schools.   Now is the time for this Council and the community to take a hard look at how we can do more to 
help our schools.”  
 
The Mayor, city and school officials met in December to discuss the school’s financial situation.  Since then, 
the City Attorney has been reviewing financial options within State law and the City Charter. The City 
Manager is also preparing a review of the City’s historical support of the School District and identifying 
funding strategies to help the School District. The City Council will discuss legal issues and limitations, 
historical City support for the schools, opportunities and tradeoffs at its January 18 Council meeting. Mayor 
Hoffman believes, “time is of the essence, we need to determine how the City and Schools can work 
together for the benefit of our entire community.” 
 
The City Council is currently gathering input for its goal setting and also beginning the development of its 
Fiscal Year 2011/2012 budget.  They are holding a Community Roundtable on Saturday, January 8, 2011 
from 9:00 a.m. to noon at City Hall to hear from citizens on City priorities.  This forum is also available 
online through Open City Hall at www.peakdemocracy.com/583. The Council encourages citizens to share 
their ideas and provide input. 
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