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Gary Evans, Parks and Recreation Assistant Director, Awarded the  
Dave Clark Professional Honor 

 
LAKE OSWEGO - The City of Lake Oswego is proud to announce that Gary Evans, Assistant Director of Lake 
Oswego Parks & Recreation Department, has won the most coveted award from the Oregon Recreation and 
Parks Association (OPRA), the Dave Clark Professional Honor.  The award is presented to a professional 
parks and recreation leader and ORPA member who, through incentive, inspiration and demonstration of 
leadership and has made noteworthy contributions over a period of time to the recreation and park 
movement.  The Dave Clark Professional Honor is the highest recognition ORPA can bestow.   
 
Gary Evans has worked in the parks and recreation field for well over forty years, thirty of which were with 
Lake Oswego Parks & Recreation Department.  He started as the Golf Course Manager in 1981 where he 
supervised the Cultural, Sports/Fitness, Tennis, and Golf programs, the Lake Oswego Swim Park, and one 
secretary. Over the years as the department increased in parks, and programs, he was given the added 
responsibilities of direct supervision of the Tennis Center and the Water Sports Center. Gary also oversaw 
the establishment of the athletic field lighting system and the card-key system at the Tennis Center. Under 
his management the Indoor Tennis Center has thrived and has won several national awards from the USTA.  
 
When Gary began his career with Lake Oswego, George Rogers Park and Waluga Park were the only active 
community parks in Lake Oswego. There were only three picnic shelters that could be reserved, Roehr Park 
was a tangle of blackberries and the Water Sports Center did not exist. Luscher Farm was property outside 
the city limits. Rossman Park, Millennium Plaza Park, Pilkington Park, Glenmorrie Park, Foothills Park were 
not on anyone’s radar. Gary was involved in the development of most of what we now think of as “Lake 
Oswego’s Park System.” 
 
Gary has served the City through four Parks & Recreation directors; twice he served as Interim or Acting 
Director. He worked closely with several volunteer citizen groups: the Tennis Advisory, Golf Advisory, and 
Water Sports Advisory Committees, and, most importantly, the Team Sports Advisory Committee. Gary laid 
the groundwork for the harmonious field sharing system that is the model for use between the youth 
sports organizations, the School District, and Adult City League Sports. 
 
Gary was also the lead project manager for the National Recreation and Parks Association and the 
American Academy for Parks and Recreation Administration Gold Medal Finalist award in 2006 for a Class 
IV Divisional department. This is one of the highest achievements a Parks Department can achieve and it 
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represents the highest standards in operations, excellence in long-range planning, resource management, 
and agency recognition. The most recent feather in his cap is the work he did with the federal and state 
governments on getting the Foothills Park Dock built. Gary won an Outstanding Project Support Staff award 
from the Oregon State Marine Board for his seven years of service on the project and the dock’s instant 
success is obvious. 
 
Gary is recently retired from Lake Oswego Parks & Recreation as a full time staff member and plans to 
continue working part time to assist with the transition of a newly hired Assistant Director. When Gary 
departs for his next adventure, his organizational skills, sense of humor and his leadership will be sincerely 
missed. The City of Lake Oswego wishes the best of everything to Gary in the next chapter of his life’s 
journey! 
 
 

 
 


