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Draft Foothills Framework Plan Ready for Review 
 

LAKE OSWEGO – The draft Foothills Framework Plan is available for public review and comment. The draft 
Framework Plan includes recommendations on key issues for redevelopment in the Foothills area of Lake 
Oswego.  Foothills is located between Highway 43/Lake Oswego’s downtown and the Willamette River.  The 
northern portion is currently industrial and the main area of focus in the Plan.  A copy of the report can be 
viewed at the Lake Oswego Library, City Hall, and online at www.lakeoswegobusiness.com and click on the 
Foothills tab.  Feedback is welcomed and encouraged.  The best way to comment is through email to 
info@wdwlo.com. 
 
Guided by a significant public involvement process, the draft Framework Plan incorporates input from Lake 
Oswego citizens and businesses on how to transform the 107-acre riverfront property into a vibrant Lake 
Oswego neighborhood that has housing, businesses and connects Lake Oswego to the River. The planning 
effort required detailed studies addressing roads, traffic, pedestrian access, potential Streetcar connections, 
flood plain management, and significant community thought about design standards and zoning changes.  
 
ECONorthwest prepared a Financial Feasibility Plan, including the viability of establishing a new Urban 
Renewal Area. ECONorthwest’s conclusion is that the project’s market assumptions are sound.  Also, a new 
urban renewal area covering the northern portion of Foothills is a viable strategy, generating more long 
term revenue in the area than would be required to support public projects. The ECONorthwest study is an 
independent study and the document can be downloaded at http://www.lakeoswegobusiness.com and 
click on the Foothills tab, Documents.  
 
The possible financial benefits to Lake Oswego include more than $1.5 billion of future private 
development generating more than 2,500 construction jobs and more than 2,000 permanent jobs. 
Increased property values would generate enhanced revenues over the long term to support critical City 
services and schools. 
 
According to ECONorthwest, the redevelopment could spur private investment up to 30 times the City's 
investment in Foothills.  The City’s investment would come from the Tax-Increment Financing (TIF) and 
System Development Charges (SDCs) generated by new development and is estimated to be $56 million. 
The key premise of the funding plan is that public investment in infrastructure will come from these 
development-related taxes or fees, which do not currently and would not otherwise go to public services.  
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About the Foothills District Framework Plan 
The Foothills District Framework Plan is a collaborative effort between the City of Lake Oswego (City), 
owners of property in Foothills (Foothills Road Redevelopment, LLC,) and Williams/Dame & White (WDW). 
Foothills Road Redevelopment, LLC, and the City contracted with WDW through a Predevelopment 
Agreement to manage the planning process for the 107-acre Foothills District and deliver a Framework Plan 
to the City. If the City approves the Framework Plan, WDW will develop and deliver a package of regulatory 
amendments implementing key plan recommendations.  The regulatory amendments are needed to rezone 
and create codes for the industrial area so that public and private redevelopment to the standards desired 
by Lake Oswego can occur.  
 
Public Involvement 
The Foothills District planning effort included a robust public involvement process.  A 14-member Citizens 
Advisory Committee (CAC) was formed to help guide the process and provide advice to the City and project 
team. An Oversight Committee that included Mayor Jack Hoffman, Councilor Bill Tierney, the City Manager 
Alex McIntyre and two development experts who reside in Lake Oswego was formed to provide another 
layer of input.  A City staff team (Project Advisory Group) met regularly to review plan progress and provide 
technical feedback. Two public events were held (March and July 2011) to provide additional opportunities 
for public advice and feedback.  The draft Framework Plan is being made available before it is presented to 
the Lake Oswego City Council as another step in this outreach process and as a means to make sure that 
the vision for the area lays the groundwork for Lake Oswego’s next great neighborhood.  
 
Next Steps 
September 2011 to October 2011   Draft Framework Plan Available for Public Review/Comment 
 
October 2011 to December 2011   Finalize Foothills Framework Plan, Submit to City 

Begin Board/Commission Briefings 
City Council Action on Framework Plan 

 
December 2011 to February 2012  Regulatory Amendment Process Begins 
 
 
The direct link to the Draft Framework Plan is: 
http://www.lakeoswegobusiness.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=124:framework-
plan-draft&catid=44:project-information-project-documents&Itemid=91  
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