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Sister City Cancels Visit and Directs Efforts to Japanese in Need 
 

LAKE OSWEGO – For almost 15 years, Lake Oswego’s Sister City - Yoshikawa City, Japan - has sent students to 
Lake Oswego to experience a learning opportunity by shadowing students at Lake Oswego Schools as well as to 
explore the many popular attractions in our region.  Many of these Japanese students are hosted by families in 
Lake Oswego allowing them to enjoy life as part of the community.  This year, students were scheduled to arrive 
in Lake Oswego on March 29 and stay until April 5, however, as a result of the catastrophic events in Japan, their 
visit has been cancelled.  
 
Yoshikawa City, with a population of approximately 60,000 people, is located 20 miles north east of Tokyo.  
Yoshikawa City did not suffer the same level of devastation that so many of the coastal communities 
experienced from the March 11 earthquake and subsequent tsunami. As a result, that community is now joining 
together to open their homes to provide shelter, food and supplies to thousands of displaced families.  While 
Yoshikawa City students will miss the opportunities provided in a visit to Oregon and Lake Oswego, they will 
turn their energy to helping their countrymen.  The funds they would have spent on the trip will be used to help 
rebuild communities and support the victims of the devastation.  
 
The city of Lake Oswego recognizes that this is an incredibly difficult time for Yoshikawa City and all of Japan.  
We will keep them in our thoughts as they go forward with the challenges that lie ahead.  To show support, the 
City has erected a condolence table, including a message journal, at City Hall, 380 A Avenue.  We invite the 
community to write wishes and condolences to victims and their families in the journal.  The table and journal 
will stay in place at City Hall until April 8.  At that time, the journal and a formal letter from City Council, will be 
taken to the Japanese Consulate in Portland who will visit Japan and deliver them to the Japanese government. 
 
The City is proud of Yoshikawa City, our Sister City, and their efforts to help their country. We look forward to 
future visits.  
 
If you would like to assist the people of Japan, consider a gift to the American Red Cross or Mercy Corps: 

• http://american.redcross.org  
• www.mercycorps.org/fundraising/oregonjapan    

 
For additional information, please contact Lake Oswego’s Citizen Information Center at 503-635-0257. 
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