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Affordable Housing Task Force 
Meeting Notes 

November 8th, 2004, 4:30-6pm 
City Council Chambers, Lake Oswego City Hall 

 
 

Members in Attendance: Dan Vizzini, Diane Luther, Rob Wagner, Beckie Plaza, Ernie 
Platt, Brad Holland, Emogene Waggoner, Paul Lyons 
 
Staff in Attendance: Stephan Lashbrook, Ryan Hunter 
 
I. Welcome 
 
Stephan Lashbrook opened the meeting and called for a review of the previous meeting’s 
minutes. Emogene moved to accept the minutes (Rob seconded) and the minutes were 
accepted unanimously. 
 
II. Review of Draft Preliminary Report 
 
Stephan distributed e-mailed comments on the draft report from Diane and Ron. Diane 
explained her comments to the Task Force and they included expanding the definition of 
affordability to include affordable housing for those at 50% median household income, 
those living on SSI (roughly 17% of MHI), and those making minimum wage at full time. 
They also included reorganizing the Lake Oswego data into two sections, those who live 
in the community and those who work in the community. Finally, Diane recommended 
that the Task Force specifically endorse as a finding of the group that Lake Oswego 
should attempt to develop housing affordable to the people who work in the community 
as well as those who are disabled. 
 
This final comment spurred a discussion among the group whether the Task Force should 
endorse a finding that states that anyone who works in the community should be able to 
afford to live in the community. It was pointed out that a similar “mission statement” was 
previously discussed and that the Lake Oswego Comprehensive Plan calls for a diversity 
of housing for residents of varying incomes. It was agreed that this goal in the 
Comprehensive Plan should be mentioned in the Preliminary Report and that there should 
be three or four value statements included in the report. 
 
Stephan moved on to review the order of contents in the draft Preliminary Report and 
mentioned that he still intends to include the secondary dwelling unit recommendations 
as well as the attachment of Ron’s hypothetical development project. 
 
Paul mentioned the need for inventorying the existing housing stock and highlighted 
Harvard’s Joint Center for Housing Studies (www.jchs.harvard.edu) as a potential 
resource. 
 

http://www.jchs.harvard.edu/
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The Task Force moved on to consider Ron’s e-mail comments about preservation of 
existing affordable housing and it was agreed that Ron’s ideas could be plugged into 
several parts of the Preliminary Report. Though it was noted that Ron’s comments do not 
mean that the report should drop its discussion of the development of new housing. 
 
In review of the section on the hypothetical development project, it was noted that a 
qualifying statement should be added to highlight the fact that the numbers discussed are 
just estimates and that the programmatic tools have a cumulative impact on the rental 
price. The paragraph, furthermore, should be broken into bullet points to make it more 
readable. 
 
A discussion then ensued about possible recommendations regarding the Foothills Task 
Force. It was concluded that the Preliminary Report should recommend that a minimum 
of 15% of the housing in the Foothills Urban Renewal area be affordable and that the 
Foothills area should be a receiving area for transfer development rights. The Task Force 
also agreed that the report should recommend that a minimum of 20% of Tax Increment 
Financing funds should be dedicated to affordable housing in all urban renewal areas and 
that the Council should make an effort, wherever possible, to link affordable housing 
efforts to employer based programs. With regards to these recommendations it was noted 
that requiring a percentage of housing in urban renewal areas be affordable is quite 
common elsewhere in the country and in Portland and that urban renewal areas can serve 
as a model for the rest of the community. It was also noted that it would be difficult to 
have a transfer of development rights in the Foothills area without increasing the height 
restrictions. Finally, the Preliminary Report, in discussing these recommendations, should 
point out that the affordable housing need is urgent and so the Council should act at the 
earliest opportunity that presents itself. 
 
There were several minor edits of the Preliminary Report mentioned. Dan and others 
reviewed grammatical and formatting edits for pages seven and eight of the draft report.  
 
III. Discussion of PowerPoint Presentation 
 
Stephan mentioned that an opportunity to present the report to the City Council would not 
occur until next year. It was agreed that Dan would present the PowerPoint in its entirety 
to the Planning Commission and that the other Task Force members will be present, if 
their schedules permit, to answer questions. A draft of the PowerPoint will be sent to the 
Task Force members shortly for comment. The presentation to the Planning Commission 
is scheduled for 6pm on November 22nd. 
 
IV. Next Steps 
 
The Task Force agreed to release the Preliminary Report at the Planning Commission 
meeting on November 22nd and schedule immediate individual meetings with Council 
members to discuss the report.  The report will then be discussed in the Lake Oswego 
Review with the submission of an editorial piece. Dan committed to talk to the Council 
about getting the report on the Council’s morning agenda around the 22nd. Paul 
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mentioned that he would be publishing an article about the Task Force in a neighborhood 
newsletter. The Task Force agreed that next steps for future meetings include filling in 
the boxes of the matrix, discussing what a housing program in Lake Oswego might look 
like, and making recommendations on each of the identified programmatic tools. 
 
In closing statements Stephan handed out two documents to be read by Task Force 
members regarding inclusionary housing and the link between housing stock and 
community wages.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:42pm. 
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