
Affordable Housing Task Force 
Meeting Notes 

July 1, 2004, 5:00 to 7 p.m. 
City Council Chambers, Lake Oswego City Hall 

 
 
Members In Attendance:  Dan Vizzini (chair), Paul Lyons, Brad Holland, Ardis 
Stevenson, Ernie Platt, Ron Johnson, Beckie Plaza, Rob Wagner 
 
Staff In Attendance:  Stephan Lashbrook 
 
Guests In Attendance:  Councilor Jack Hoffman, Councilor John Turchi, Norma 
Heyser Peterson 
 
 
I. Welcome  
 
Stephan Lashbrook opened the meeting, saying that Chair Dan Vizzini would be a few 
minutes late.  Task Force and audience members introduced themselves.  It was noted 
that Emogene Waggoner had called and said that she would not be able to attend.  
Councilor Graham is out of town. 
 
 
II. Review of meeting notes from June 3, 2004 
 
Stephan asked for comments or corrections to the notes taken at the previous meeting.  
None were offered.  There were no objections to continuing this informal method of 
taking minutes. 
 
Chair Vizzini arrived at this point. 
 
 
III.  Review of packet materials 
 
Stephan reviewed the contents of the materials distributed in the packet.  He noted the 
following: 
 
2000 Census data highlights: 
 
 Zip codes 97034 and 97035 combined to total 17,776 households, of which 

14,769 (83%) were in the city limits of Lake Oswego. 
 
 593 households within the City were below the poverty level (214 were owner 

occupied and 379 were renter occupied). 
 
 1,339 (9.1%) of the “householders” within the City were age 75 or older. 

 Within the two zip codes, 4,764 households (27%) contained only one person.  
Another 5,366 households (30%) contained a married couple with no minor 



children of their own living with them.  975 households (5.5%) consisted of single 
parents with minor children living at home. 

 
 
Metro’s Regional Affordable Housing Strategy (RAHS) – only Chapter 4 of this lengthy 
document was included in the packet.  Task Force members were encouraged to review 
the remainder of it on-line.  The RAHS is the background document for Title 7 of Metro’s 
Urban Growth Management Functional Plan and other housing efforts. 
 
The Work Program established at the June meeting was reviewed.  No changes were 
suggested other than a change to the starting time of the August 11 meeting (to 6:30 
p.m.) in order to encourage more public participation. 
 
Two articles – one stressing the connection between transportation costs and housing 
costs, published by the National Association of Realtors; and another from the 
Oregonian on community land trusts. 
 
Copies of letters from Clackamas County Housing Authority Director Gary DiCenzo to 
Senator Wyden and Representative Hooley – concerning federal funding for housing 
programs. 
 
 
IV. Report – Secondary Dwelling Units 
 
Stephan distributed a report on Secondary Dwelling Units (SDUs) and suggested that 
amendments to the City’s Community Development Code could qualify as “low hanging 
fruit” for affordable housing.  After discussion, the consensus of the group was to 
recommend the following changes to Section 50.30.010 of the Code: 
 

1. Delete subsection 3, that limits the occupancy of SDUs to not more 
than two persons; 

 
2. Delete the first sentence of subsection 4, that specifies a maximum 

size and floor area ratio (FAR) for SDUs.  The group recommended 
replacing those provisions with language specifying that SDUs and 
primary dwelling units, in the aggregate, must not exceed the 
development standards of the zone (e.g., height, setback, FAR, lot 
coverage, parking, etc.); 

 
3. Delete subsection 6, that specifies square footage per occupant in 

SDUs; 
 

4. Delete subsection 7, that requires owner-occupancy of one of the units 
on the lot, and a recorded deed restriction to assure compliance. 

 
5. Delete subsection 8, that allows the City to set conditions on building 

height, landscaping, buffering, and building orientation through a 
discretionary process.  As with several of the current Code provisions, 
the group felt that reliance on zoning standards applicable to single-

Affordable Housing Task Force   Page 2 
Meeting Notes – July 1, 2004  



family dwellings should be adequate, without requiring any form of 
discretionary review. 

 
Stephan indicated that he would prepare the necessary Code revisions for 
consideration at either the August or September meeting.  He pointed out that some of 
the proposed changes are likely to be more controversial than others, and it may be 
necessary to leave some of the provisions unchanged in order to gain approval of the 
broader concept of allowing SDUs without a discretionary review process. 
 
The Task Force talked about incentives that might be used to encourage affordable 
SDU development.  Such things as fee waivers (for permits, systems development 
charges, etc.) were discussed.  It was noted that SDUs can provide a housing 
alternative for many people and should not be viewed as housing exclusively for 
seniors. 

  
 
V.  Progress Report to Metro on Title 7 
 
Stephan reviewed the letter to Metro Chief Operating Officer Jordan, submitted as Lake 
Oswego’s most recent progress report on Title 7 compliance.  It was noted that the City 
Council had discussed the letter and suggested that it contain information on the unique 
characteristics of the local housing market and the reasons why the City was not 
focusing on the 2006 target date specified in Title 7. 
 
 
VI. Agenda for August 11 Meeting 
 
 
Several Task Force members stressed the importance of inviting interested guests to 
the August 11 meeting, to provide education on this topic and to expand public 
awareness of the efforts of the Task Force. 
 
Local resident Norma Heyser Peterson has asked for an opportunity to present her 
ideas about a type of cluster housing that she would like to see developed in Lake 
Oswego. 
 
 
VII. Other Discussion 
 
Paul asked whether the City’s tree cutting restrictions are seen as a possible barrier to 
the construction of new affordable housing.  Stephan responded that, although the staff 
has been fairly successful in getting applicants to redesign buildings to save existing 
trees, he was not aware of any situations where the allowable density of housing was 
reduced (resulting in fewer units) as a result of tree protection. 
 
The meeting held June 24 to begin the public process of planning for the Foothills area 
was discussed.  It was noted that Paul and Emogene had attended, along with Stephan.  
During the public comments on June 24, Paul suggested that affordable housing be 
among the redevelopment priorities for the Foothills area. 
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Dan asked that the Task Force be kept informed about planning for the August 11 
meeting, including who will be speaking and the topics that are expected to be 
addressed. 
 
Stephan reported that Task Force Member Beckie Plaza agreed to research the 
available information on school lunch programs and homeless children within the Lake 
Oswego School District and report back to the group. 
 
Stephan was asked if the recent City Council presentation by Tom Cusack from HUD 
was available on video.  Stephan said he would find out. 
 
 
VIII. Tasks/Next Meeting 
 
Dan noted that the next meeting is primarily intended to give the Task Force and other 
community members the opportunity to hear from various housing experts from around 
the region.   
  
 
IX. Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:57 PM.  
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