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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Planning Commission Action Minutes 

September 24, 2018 

 1 
1. CALL TO ORDER 2 

Chair Heape called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of City Hall, 380 A 3 
Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 4 
 5 

2. ROLL CALL 6 
Members present were Chair Rob Heape, Vice Chair Bill Ward and Commissioners Skip Baker, Ed 7 
Brockman, Vickie Hansen, Christian Papé and Nicholas Sweers.  Council Liaison Jackie Manz was 8 
also present. 9 
 10 
Staff present were Scot Siegel, Director of Planning and Building Services; Leslie Hamilton, Senior 11 
Planner; Evan Boone, Deputy City Attorney and Iris McCaleb, Administrative Assistant. 12 
 13 

3. COUNCIL UPDATE 14 
Councilor Manz provided an update on recent Council activities. 15 
 16 

4. CITIZEN COMMENT 17 
None. 18 

 19 
5. COMMISSION FOR CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT – GENERAL UPDATES 20 

Citizens were encouraged to visit the city’s website for current vacancies on boards and 21 
commissions. 22 
 23 

6. MINUTES 24 
6.1 June 25, 2018 25 

Commissioner Baker moved to approve the minutes of June 25, 2018.  Vice Chair Ward 26 
seconded the motion and it passed 7:0. 27 

 28 
6.2 July 23, 2018 29 

Vice Chair Ward moved to approve the minutes of July 23, 2018, as amended.  Commissioner 30 
Baker seconded the motion and it passed 7:0. 31 

 32 
7. COMMISSION FOR CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT – ANNUAL MEETING 33 

Vice Chair Ward and Chair Heape reported on the Mayor’s meeting with Neighborhood Association 34 
Chairs. 35 
Action Items: 36 

• There was a request that plans for developments and significant site improvements in 37 
individual neighborhoods be made available in advance to neighborhood association chairs. 38 

• Easier access to archived (historical) documents online. 39 
• Concern was expressed regarding notices being put in utility bills as not all properties receive 40 

city services. 41 
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• Better organization/structure, identification of leaders and more information available on 1 
NextDoor.com and other social media sites. 2 

• Status of increased engagement of Homeowner Associations with City. 3 
 4 
Mr. Siegel provided background on the Commission for Citizen Involvement (CCI) and an update 5 
on review of the Citizen Involvement Guidelines.  He reported that staff had met with the 6 
neighborhood chairs in July and September and with the Lake Oswego Neighborhood Action 7 
Coalition in September.  He stated that a focus group meeting with builders and representatives of 8 
the Home Builder’s Association was held on September 11th and that a focus group with 9 
neighborhood association representatives was scheduled for October 5th to discuss citizen 10 
involvement in planning and development review processes. 11 
 12 

Citizen Comments 13 
Carole Ockert, 910 Cumberland Road, Lake Oswego, 97034, stated that she had spent a number 14 
of years participating in Commission and Council meetings and that coming to Planning 15 
Commission meetings was a pleasure; she commented that there was a real sense that the 16 
Commission wanted to hear what she had to say; she noted that meetings had been structured to 17 
encourage citizen input, and to make individuals feel comfortable to speak publicly.  She spoke of a 18 
City Charter amendment that the Council decided in July to bring forward to a vote on the 19 
November ballot that would remove the requirement to post notices on bulletin boards in two offsite 20 
locations (typically Library and Adult Community Center).  She opined that it would have been 21 
appropriate for the Council to have reached out to the Commission for a recommendation or input.  22 
She felt both of these locations were well staffed and posting notices was not unreasonable; she 23 
pointed out that having them posted provided for diversity of input.  She acknowledged that while 24 
there were many online resources, there may be people at the Adult Community Center who were 25 
not likely to use the computer.  Ms. Ockert spoke about another concern where the Council had 26 
changed their practice of letting citizens comment on items during study sessions and of limits that 27 
had been placed on how much time was allowed for citizen input for items not on the agenda.  She 28 
spoke of meetings that lasted late into the night and how citizens often left prior to getting an 29 
opportunity to speak. 30 
 31 
As a best practice, she recommended that advisory boards reach out to neighborhood associations 32 
for input when they had items on their agenda that might impact a neighborhood.  She encouraged 33 
the Commission to allow people to return to the presentation table after they had spoken to provide 34 
additional information or answer questions for the Commission. 35 
 36 
Willie B. Poinsette, 590 Boca Ratan Drive, Lake Oswego, 97034, spoke in support of a diversity 37 
task force for the city and stated that she was the cofounder of Respond for Racism which had 38 
been in existence for little more than a year.  She said they had brought out 50-200 people a month 39 
to talk about racism, diversity, equity and bias of other races in the city.  She stated that she was 40 
part of the group that went to the Museum of Tolerance with Police Chief Don Johnson.  She 41 
shared that she had lived in Lake Oswego for 32 years and stated that the Commission and 42 
neighborhood associations needed to reach out and give opportunity and voice to those people 43 
who were not going to come to these rooms willingly because it was a very hard thing to do. 44 
 45 
Amy Waterbury, 4933 Parkhill Street, Lake Oswego, 97035, asked for the Commissions support in 46 
advancing the implementation of a diversity task force in the City of Lake Oswego.  She referred to 47 
Mr. Siegel’s comments regarding the CCI involving people in the process who normally would not 48 
participate and empowering people to own the policies that govern their city.  She opined that 49 
creating a diversity task force would invite voices to the table who historically were not at the table 50 
and currently were not generally at the table and could be a tremendous resource to improving the 51 
community for themselves and others.  She indicated that specific objectives would be advising 52 
and assisting the city on recruiting diverse people for boards and commissions and evaluating how 53 
the city was implementing diversity and inclusion related goals, policies and action items in the 54 
City’s Comprehensive Plan and its Diversity Resolution. 55 
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 1 
Bruce Poinsette, 10900 SW 76th Place, #59, Tigard, 97223, emphasized that conversations of 2 
diversity should be looked at as an opportunity and not an obstacle.  He stated this was an 3 
opportunity to do right by a significant segment of the community that had felt like second class 4 
citizens.  He shared that in 2006 he was a student columnist with Lake Oswego Review and spoke 5 
of individuals being followed, harassed by police, receiving crude comments from students, and 6 
being told they weren’t smart and they didn’t belong here.  He stated that he didn’t think the 7 
community realized how much talent, innovation, ideas and contributions the city had lost as a 8 
result of people leaving the city because of how they were treated.  Shared that some peers as 9 
adults were ashamed to tell others they were from Lake Oswego once they moved out of the city.  10 
He opined that the city being referred to as Lake No Negro might bother some people and it 11 
should.  Mr. Poinsette stated that in general it was important that the Comprehensive Plan be 12 
looked at through a diversity, equity and inclusion lens.  He held that there was clearly momentum 13 
with Respond to Racism bringing between 50 to 200 people to monthly meetings.  He pointed out 14 
that LO for Love had organized events such as marches with hundreds of people, student walkouts 15 
and public and student demonstrations.  He share that there would be a Planning Equity and 16 
Inclusion Forum in April of 2019.  In closing he stated this was an opportunity to better prepare 17 
students and others to communicate, collaborate and be effective with people from all backgrounds 18 
and life experiences. 19 
 20 
Jan Cockrell, 23 Aquinas Street, Lake Oswego, 97035, stated that she had lived in Lake Oswego 21 
since 1992 and that she was part of an organization that was a social justice and racism dialogue 22 
group and that it also participated with Respond to Racism and coordinated with LO for Love.  She 23 
reiterated that there was a real ground swell of people wanting to encourage diversity.  She said 24 
that she had family of color and many friends of color who had moved to Lake Oswego and then 25 
left.  She said that classmates of her children and grandchildren who had left were people of color 26 
who did not feel welcome in this community.  She said that the city had a wonderful community and 27 
many people that wanted to make people of other backgrounds feel welcome and she strongly 28 
supported the proposal for a diversity task force presented by Bruce Poinsette and Amy Waterbury. 29 
 30 
Todd Prager, 601 Atwater Road, Lake Oswego, 97034, stated that he had served on the Planning 31 
Commission and Commission for Citizen Involvement for five years from 2010 to 2015.  He said 32 
the most significant aspect of his service on the Planning Commission, along with fellow 33 
Commissioners, was helping to guide the adoption of the Comprehensive Plan update.  He stated 34 
that a key aspect of the plan was a strong emphasis of including a diverse, wide-range of citizens 35 
into the process.  He expressed his agreement for the creating of a diversity task force, that it was 36 
very relevant to the work the Commission was doing and would help ensure that the diversity 37 
related goals and policies in the Comp Plan were implemented by the city in a fairly and equitably.  38 
He indicated that he believed the CCI was most appropriate of the city’s advisory boards to make 39 
this recommendation to the Council.  He advised that the Commission had a charge to ensure that 40 
citizen involvement was fully implemented in the city. 41 
 42 
Action Items − Annual Meeting: 43 

• Staff to meet with neighborhood association representatives in focus groups and use input 44 
received to draft survey and return to Commission. 45 

• Joint meeting with Council in January or February. 46 
• Commission will receive staff report with options and recommendations in early 2019 of 47 

potential changes to city code, guidelines and administrative policies 48 
• Any Commission recommendations could be brought to Council at joint meeting. 49 
 50 

  51 
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8. OTHER BUSINESS 1 
Check-in on Short-Term Rental Survey and Work Program (LU 18-0034) 2 
 3 
Ms. Hamilton shared that the survey had been out for the month of September and live since 4 
September 4th.  She clarified that the survey had been put together with a group of short-term 5 
rental (STR) advocates, neighborhood association representatives and staff over a couple of 6 
meetings.  She reported that to date 787 responses had been received which was very robust.  7 
She noted that there were five more days left to take the survey. 8 
 9 
Action Items: 10 
• Send reminder out to neighborhood associations about approaching deadline for completing 11 

survey. 12 
• Return to the Commission on November 14th for a work session to discuss results of the 13 

survey. 14 
• Check-in with Council scheduled for early December. 15 
 16 

9. SCHEDULE REVIEW 17 
Mr. Siegel reviewed the updated schedule. 18 
 19 
Input/Action Items: 20 

• Next Planning Commission retreat was scheduled for January 14, 2019.  Chair Heape shared 21 
that the Oregon Department of Justice was scheduled to attend and provide ethics training. 22 

 23 
10. ADJOURNMENT 24 

There being no other business Chair Heape adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m. 25 


