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LAKE OSWEGO REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY MEETING 
MINUTES 

July 17, 2018 
 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Studebaker called the Lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency (LORA) meeting to 
order at 3:02 p.m. on July 17, 2018, in the City Council Chambers, 380 A Avenue. 
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Chair Studebaker and Board Members Manz, LaMotte, Gudman, Kohlhoff, 

O'Neill, and Buck 
 
Staff Present:  Scott Lazenby, Executive Director; David Powell, LORA Counsel; Anne-

Marie Simpson, Recording Secretary; Jordan Wheeler, Deputy City Manager 
 
Others Present:  Carl Hampson, Jeff Humphreys, and Thomas Peck, Mackenzie 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Chair Studebaker led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
4. BOARD BUSINESS 
 
4.1 City Hall Concept Approval and Architectural and Engineering Services Agreement 
 
Board Report and Attachments 
 
Mr. Wheeler introduced the design team from Mackenzie:  Mr. Hampson, Mr. Humphreys, and 
Mr. Peck.  As discussed in the Redevelopment Agency Report, team members and staff were 
requesting direction and approval of the revised concept for a new city hall, and also approval of 
an agreement with Mackenzie to move forward into schematic design.  Mr. Wheeler affirmed that 
the updated concept being presented to the Board was based on feedback and direction received 
at the Board’s June 12 study session, along with input from staff. 
 
Mr. Humphreys reviewed the format of the presentation, which would begin with a high-level 
overview by Mr. Peck of the new scheme.  This involved an expansion of the design associated 
with the previous Option A.  It would demolish the existing city hall, redevelop the new building to 
the adjacent parcel, and redevelop the parking lot.  Mr. Hampson would then present some higher-
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level detail to illustrate possibilities for the project; at this early stage these had not been vetted 
by the City’s Planning, Police or other staff.  The Board should not regard these as final designs, 
but they had been used to inform the basis of design in the cost estimate, Mr. Humphreys noted. 
 
Mr. Peck highlighted notable revisions that had been made to the Option A proposal.  A new 
surface parking lot at the location of the existing city hall offered several benefits, including (1) an 
increased number of on-site public parking spaces with direct at-grade entry to the city hall; (2) a 
more open site, providing improved visibility and prominence for the city hall from A Avenue; and 
(3) a more cohesive connection from the existing surface lot on the southern portion of the site to 
entry points to the building. The site now is organized by a linear circulation plaza that would 
connect A Avenue and both surface lots to the north and southwest corners of the building.  This 
site plan had then guided the team in developing floor plans for the various City/Police/LOCOM 
functions, which he outlined with the aid of PowerPoint slides (Attachment 3). 
 
Mr. Hampson presented a preview of the team’s potential approach for the exterior.  Their 
process had been driven by three major design considerations:  (1) incorporating input from the 
community that had identified desirable building elements; (2) maintaining a high level of 
awareness of cost impacts; and (3) taking into account Lake Oswego’s design guidelines.  They 
had focused on meshing the three elements to achieve a best-value design for the exterior and 
for development of interior spaces.  Displaying a series of graphic images, he discussed the 
concept from several perspectives and pointed out design elements of the connection between 
streets, parking lots, and the building.  The team envisions a simple expression for the exterior, 
he indicated, one that differentiates it from other buildings in the area yet consistent with the Lake 
Oswego design style.  He pointed out the gabled roof forms suggested for the primary public 
spaces, i.e., on the building’s west side and for Council Chambers/Court/community room spaces; 
he noted that this was a preferred element identified through public outreach.  The gabled roof in 
these public areas give the building a unique identity as a civic building and distinguishes it from 
retail and other uses to the east, he emphasized.  Most of the rest of the building would have a 
large, flat roof accommodating photovoltaics and the extensive Police/LOCOM communications 
equipment.  In concluding, he emphasized the team’s effort to achieve a very simple form with no 
complexity in its structural system; this would provide a cost-effective and flexible building.  
Materials are still being reviewed, with a focus on balancing cost, design standards, and a material 
palette that will be appropriate for the City.  Mr. Wheeler reiterated that Mackenzie had provided 
the images to aid the Board in discussing integration of the parking and other conceptual aspects, 
as well as to convey the principles guiding them.  This concept was a starting point; if it was 
approved by the Board, the schematic design would be the next step. 
 
Board Member Kohlhoff inquired about availability of the new parking lot for community events 
during non-peak-use times.  Mr. Wheeler confirmed that this would be an option; the lot might 
also be made available for supplemental public parking for downtown events.  He noted that a 
structural fill would be placed on this site prior to construction of the parking lot; this would enable 
a building to be constructed on the site at some future date if needs were to change.  Clarifying 
locations of the two plazas, Mr. Hampson described the connections and other opportunities for 
these spaces.  Member Kohlhoff indicated that these aspects offset the look of the parking lot 
and that she appreciated the potential for dual use of the lot. 
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