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A Note from the Curator 

Lake Oswego Reads 2019 Art Exhibition 

The Book of Unknown Americans, by Cristina Henriquez, reveals many  

important perspectives. As a former teacher of individuals from many countries, 

an avid traveler and a member of a not-so-distant immigrant family, this book 

brings up many emotions and personal memories. The daily challenges of trying 

to make a living for the family, fitting into a new environment and being  

recognized as a valued part of the community is difficult enough without being 

transplanted from a different country.  

Depending on the perspective, we are all different on the inside and on the  

outside. At any time, there could be an accident or medical incident that could 

create incredible mental or physical hurdles. Traveling abroad gives one  

experiences similar to that of the Rivera and Toro families on a short term scale. 

Being in China, Peru and Kenya made me feel very conspicuous on a physical  

level. There wasn’t any way I could visually fit in, understand the language or to 

know the common conventions. I do my best to communicate, meet and learn 

about the people and their customs. As I get to know more and more people from 

all over the world and in my own community, I realize that we are all more alike 

than we are different. 

Henriquez’s novel brings a renewed awareness of the founding of this  

country. Except for Native Americans, all of us were foreigners, speaking many 

different languages and bringing new customs to this land. By learning from one 

another rather than being suspicious or frightened, we stand stronger as a people 

and as a nation. This cultural acceptance is the most important point in the  

climate we live in today. 

The artists hope that you enjoy the 2019 LO Reads Art Exhibition inspired by 

The Book of Unknown Americans. This exhibition will be at the Lakewood  

Center for the Arts until February 27, and will be relocated to the Lake Oswego 

Public Library until the end of March. The show then travels to libraries  

throughout the state until the end of November. All of the LO Reads inspired 

artwork is for sale. Please note that your purchase will be part of the traveling 

exhibition, and won’t be ready for distribution until mid-December. You will be 

contacted when your piece returns to Lake Oswego and is ready for pick-up. You 

will find the entire exhibition schedule on the back page of this program. 

Thank you for supporting the visual arts and 2019 LO Reads. 

Jan Rimerman, Curator 



Artist: Stuart Adams 

Title: Language for an Untold Story 

Medium: Acrylic 

Price: $400 

As I read The Book of Unknown Americans, it 

reminded me of people in my life. The pieces of 

stories could be their untold stories. Becoming 

deeply involved with the book, a thought occurred 

to me: Over and over I reminded myself - We 

must engage the strangers in our lives.  

 

Artist: Mojdeh Bahar 

Title: #PassionateFluxofHope 

Medium: Watermedia 

Price: $950 

My painting is a reflection of the constant  

flutters of hope and disappointment, constant 

flux of hope and hopelessness, constantly fueling 

the passion of hope and hopefulness. Beyond  

flutters of hope lies the passionate love of life that 

fuels our hopes and dreams. 

#PassionateFluxofHope 

Artist: Bill Baily 

Title: Hope 

Medium: Mixed Media 

Price: $295 

My painting is representing the novel by including the 

two immigrant families divided by the shape of the ladder 

off which Maribel had fallen in her native Mexico. The 

left side of the ladder represents Maribel, her native  

Mexico and her life in the United States. The right side of 

the ladder represents Mayor, his native Panama and his 

life in the United States. They stand together with hands 

held tightly to create a loving bond between the two  

immigrants in their newfound homeland. 



Artist: Mary Burgess 

Title: Snow Before the Storm 

Medium: Watercolor on Cradled Panel 

Price: $400 

As Mayor and Maribel delighted in the first flakes of 

snow on their rogue field trip, a brewing storm set 

in motion by the actions of these two young people 

and their families was about to change the course 

of their future. In this painting, I intended to  

capture Maribel’s moment of joy and adventure  

before the unforeseen and tragic events began to 

unfold. 

 Artist: Susie Cowan 

Title: The Altar of Compassion 

Medium: Acrylic/Marbling on Canvas 

Price: $575 

This beautiful and powerful tale brought the stories of several  

immigrant families from 7 different countries together in the  

melting pot of an American city. Having spent time in 2 of those 

countries and having participated in Día de los Muertos in  

Pátzcuaro, Michoacán, México I’ve attempted to blend my  

impressions of those experiences and the storyline with the images 

you see here. A sense of shattering and unification abides… we all 

live, love and die on the same planet, raise our flags under the same 

moon and stars, and revolved around the same sun each year,  

sharing the human experience… this is my call for Compassion. 

Artist: Leslie Cheney-Parr 

Title: Bridge & Supports 

Medium: Watercolor Surface on Cradle board 

Price: $275 

I chose to represent the plight of the foreigners, as  

represented by the three characters isolated on a pillar, as 

being driven to a foreign land with promised bridges and 

supports that do exist but are clearly not easily reached. 

They are connected but separated from the environment. 

The group is perched on a pedestal, separated from the main 

route yet supporting each other as they face this uncertain 

world, waves of movement swirling around them. 



 

Artist: Jenn Ferrante 

Title: Barriers 

Medium: Glass 

Price: $495 

We all want the same thing: love, happiness, a 

safe place to raise our family. After reading The 

Book of Unknown Americans, I wanted to create 

a stark visual for how the characters were boxed 

in by their circumstances. Even young Maribel 

and Mayor making a small break for freedom but 

caught up again by life’s sad roadblocks. 

Artist: Shelly Durica-Laiche 

Title: Woven 

Medium: Metal 

Price: $400 
This steel sculpture, along with the following poem of the same 

name, represent the concepts I returned to in my mind while 

reading Henriquez’s novel.   

Infinite. 
Textured dramas entwine. 

Each traveled distance. 
Terra and sun provide.  

Ribbons of paths and whys. 
Warm love but no holdings.  

Woven humanity.  
Finite. 

Artist: Bonnie Garlington 

Title: Now ….. When? 

Medium: Tapestry 

Price: $375 

Now: South of the border, many live under the shadow of poverty, 

corruption and violence. Barbed wire and a wall of red tape block 

entry into the USA. Once here, immigrant communities often are 

isolated and unknown to the majority surrounding them. 

When?: When will more Latin Americans enjoy their own  

countries free from poverty, corruption and violence? When will 

border policies be more flexible and welcoming? When will the  

majority freely interact with new immigrants, share opportunities 

for wealth, and appreciate the rich cultural heritage each  

newcomer brings to this country? 



Artist: Jani Hoberg 

Title: Maribel 

Medium: Mixed Media 

Price: $350 

We hear from all the characters of this book  

directly but Maribel. For me, she is not only the 

unknown American, but another unknown  

woman who is the center component of a work of 

art. I choose to represent Maribel and her inner 

colorful teenage thoughts that I believe are there 

before, during, and after her trauma. 

 

Artist: Sue Jensen 

Title: What Will Befall Us? 

Medium: Encaustic 

Price: $250 

It takes tremendous courage to start over in  

another culture, with high hopes for a better life. 

I had a picture in my mind of the family entering 

this new world, and the questions they had to be 

asking themselves. What will befall us? In so 

many ways, they hang tight to each other on this 

journey into the unknown, unknowns themselves. 

Artist: Dyanne Locati 

Title: Confusions 

Medium: Fluid Acrylic on Wooden Cradle Board 

Price: $325 

What a book to enlighten us on how confusing it is 

to be in a foreign country with reading the  

language, understanding, the customs, or even 

what to eat! The author gave us a narrative view of 

a different culture by weaving each caricature’s  

version together. It truly is a story that shows  

compassion for others as well as love within  

families. 



 

Artist: Kara Pilcher 

Title: Memorengue 

Medium: Watercolor 

Price: $480 

Mayor watched his parents dance in the kitchen. “She 
squealed with delight while he swayed with her for a few 
beats. Then he broke out into some goofy merengue 
moves, kicking his leg up at the end and shouting, ‘Ole!’…
I’d never seen them so happy with each other, even 
though it was just for those few seconds.” This imagined 
kitchen holds a montage of items representing memories 
of all the neighbors in the apartment complex who 
shared their hopes, dreams, frustrations, joys and  
sorrows. 

Artist: Debby Neely 

Title: Just Trying to Blend In 

Medium: Digital 

Price: $175 

All of us at some time have felt like we were totally  
different than anyone else and go to crazy extremes to 
appear “normal”. This book showed how much more  
difficult it is if you don’t speak English, look like most of 
the people in the community, have a fear of police or 
don’t understand the local customs. They are certain that 
if they can just blend in they can be perceived as real 
American citizens. I designed this as graffiti because it is 
a universal language to express one’s personal identity. 

Artist: Jan Rimerman 

Title: Crossing Over 

Medium: Mixed Media 

Price: $650 

Relocating, regardless of the reason, requires adjustments and new 
patterns. Whether an individual is viewed as just one of many or 
singled out, being in a foreign land is a lonely  
feeling. Being in a place where you look different, don't  
understand the language, (whether verbal or body), and the  
customs are strange instills a sense of high alert. Trying to blend in 
while maintaining a sense of dignity is like riding the  
waves… ebbing and flowing. The Book of Unknown  
Americans addresses global issues. One can be different and  
unaccepted due to nationality, culture, health, and opinions. It is  
disturbing that this book captures the pulse of parts of our  
America today. 



 

Artist: Barbara Wagner 

Title: Lifted Up by Hope Alone 

Medium: Watercolor 

Price: $800 

Unbounded hope is the inspiration for my  

painting. Like two birds soaring over a vast 

ocean, the star-crossed lovers must face the 

storm together. They have no feet and no place to 

land, for their hope has no basis for fulfillment.  

 

Artist: Beth Verheyden 

Title: The Ties that Bind 

Medium: Watercolor & Charcoal 

Price: $650 

There are things that bind us to people in our lives: family, 
faith, shared experiences, common values and pursuits.  
Rafael and Celia, Mayor’s parents are bound by hardship 
and dependence, while love, compassion and tragedy bind  
together Arturo and Alma, Maribel’s parents. Trust and  
acceptance bind Maribel and Mayor, and determination and 
hope connect the immigrant tenants. Their lives are harsh, 
filled with pursuit and grit yet today they play on the ice, 
learning more about the ties that are frayed and torn by  
hesitancy and those that are strengthened by trust and  
security. 

Artist: Lisa Wiser 

Title: The Ice Storm 

Medium: Embellished Monoprint 

Price: $425 

The two buildings represent the bleak housing  

complex and the two immigrant families that  

occupied them. They sit separately, have few  

windows and are connected by cyclone fence and 

rusted metal stairways. The ice storm bonded the 

neighborly immigrants as they embraced their  

vulnerability together in the frozen world around 

them. “What world is this?” Alma questioned. 



Artist: Natalie Wood 

Title: A Thin Veneer of Separation 

Medium: Photography printed onto Metal 

Price: $200 

When I read the early scene with Alma stuck in the 
field with no way of communicating for help, I flashed 
back to all of the times I have been in that position. I 
created this piece, an altered photograph of places I’ve 
been where I was lost, with all of those feelings and 
memories; the isolation, the fear, the guilt, and the 
courage to see your way through it. 

 

Artist: Haelyn Y 

Title: Geum Jool 

Medium: Charcoal and Ink on Paper 

Price: $500 

Alma, who came to America leaving everything behind 
and being vulnerable, reminded me of myself as a new 
bride from Korea. Having left Korea for the first time, I 
felt like a toddler learning to walk and talk. Geum Jool 
means "golden string" in Korean and traditionally rep-
resents an arrival of a newborn in a home. The  
portrait of myself in a traditional Korean wedding 
gown with Geum Jool symbolizes myself being reborn 
as an American through marriage. 

How to Purchase a Piece from the 2019 Lake Oswego Reads Exhibit 

The artwork inspired by the 2019 LO Reads Novel The Book of Unknown  

Americans is for sale. If you would like to purchase a piece while it is exhibited at 

the Lakewood Center for the Arts, please talk to the attendant in the box office.  

After the exhibition leaves the Lakewood Center for the Arts, the works may be 

purchased through the library where they are exhibited, or make arrangements 

for purchase by contacting Jan Rimerman: janrimerman@gmail.com.  

Jan will contact you in mid-December when the traveling exhibition ends and the 

pieces return to Lake Oswego. 



2019 Lake Oswego Reads 

Traveling Exhibit Schedule 

 

February — Lakewood Center for the Arts 

March — Lake Oswego Public Library 

April — Oregon City Public Library 

May — Salem Public Library 

June — Stayton Public Library 

July & August— Sandy Public Library 

September — Scio Public Library 

October — Silver Falls Public Library (Silverton) 

November — Wilsonville Public Library 




