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Present:  Allison Arnold, Cliff Perigo, Jacquie Siewert-Schade, Kay Steele, Ed Steinberg, Rick Slaven 

 

Excused: Mike Hostetler 

 

Staff Present:  Bill Baars, Cyndie Glazer, Nell Diamond 

 

Others:   

 

The Library Advisory Board meeting was called to order by Chair Cliff Perigo at 7:00 p.m. on  

September 12, 2018. 

 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

 

2. Public Comment 

None 

 

3. Minutes 

Jacquie Siewert-Schade made a motion, seconded by Kay Steele to approve the minutes of the  

August 8th, 2018 meeting.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

4. Director’s Report-Bill Baars 

 Baars thanked Cliff Perigo for taking over the role of Chair of the Library Advisory Board.  Baars noted 

that the Library’s Reference Manager Jane Carr has taken a position in California.  

 

 Baars does not have any information on who will replace him as Library Director, but the decision, made 

by the City Manager, and should forthcoming shortly.  Assurances were made regarding continuity with the 

new Director.  The new Director will be making the hiring decision for the replacement Reference 

Manager.  Arnold asked if the internal process is unsuccessful then would the City look at external 

candidates.   While this question was hypothetical, Baars did indicate the he was hoping that a hiring 

decision would be made before now. 

 

 Baars reviewed his recent meeting with the Forest Hills/First Addition neighborhood association meeting.  

Baars reviewed the history of the library with the neighbors; the library first opened in 1962 at the site of a 

former church.  The biggest issue raised by the neighbors was regarding the homeless people in the area.  

Specific concerns were that there were homeless in the Tryon Creek area, and there were safety concerns 

raised regarding homeless patrons in the library.   Baars reviewed that the Library does have a Code of 

Conduct, and that the focus is on behavior not the state of being homeless.  Baars emphasized that the ethos 

of the Library is that it is inclusive, and a resource for all.  Spaces in today’s libraries include more 

collaborative spaces, which is how students of today prefer to study.   However there are designated quiet 

areas of the library, specifically the Brian Doyle Garden area on the main floor. 

 

 Slaven noted that the Advisory Board should have more input on the Director choice.    
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5. Chair’s  Report- 

 

Perigo raised the question of the revision of Library Goals.  The process is that the Boards and 

Commissions will present and give a verbal version of the Goals to the City Council. These presentations 

will be in January, 2019.  Perigo proposed that changes to the goals should be proposed in the upcoming 

months.   Siewert-Schade raised questions about the Advisory Board’s role in fundraising.   Glazer noted 

that there was a fundraising program a few years ago, and a list of patrons were solicited for donations.  An 

end of year fundraising letter was sent out.   Perigo requested a list of donors, Baars noted that he would 

research and supply to Perigo. 

 

Perigo asked Baars to share his vision of the future of libraries.  Baars noted that it is important for libraries 

to remain flexible as media formats change.  For example, the use of CDs is declining, and digital media 

sources continue to grow.   The community loves to come together and needs a place to gather.  The Lake 

Oswego Public Library is that “third place”, not home, not work, not someplace in front of a screen.   The 

library provides quiet spaces, collaborative spaces, and teen spaces.   Major improvements that will be 

needed in the future are more outlets and an improved parking situation.   

 

6. Lake Oswego Reads Update-Cyndie Glazer 

Glazer announced the book for this year’s Lake Oswego Reads program:  The Book of Unknown 

Americans.   This year, the book choice was especially challenging, and this book was one of the 

recommended books noted by the local Respond to Racism group.  This year’s Lake Oswego Reads book 

has great program potential.  The official kickoff is January 7th, when 800 free copies of the book, 

sponsored by the Friends of the Lake Oswego Public Library, will be distributed.   The author, Cristina 

Henriquez, is speaking on February 13th.  In addition, she will be visiting local high schools on the 14th.    
 

 

7. Friends of the Library Report- no representative was present 

 

 

8. Council Update-Joe Buck – council liaison was not present 

 

9. New Business 

Baars noted that there is a new project at the Library, a “Before I Die” set of chalkboards on the entrance 

wall where people can express their dreams of what they would like to accomplish in life.  This concept 

was started by artist Candy Chang, and these boards have been installed in various formats throughout the 

world.  Currently, there are over 4,000 Before I Die walls have now been created in over 70 countries.    

 

Baars expressed how important the work of the Library Advisory Board is, and expressed gratitude to be 

working with such a great group of people.    

 

 

10. Adjournment 

Next meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 10th at 7pm.   

The Library Advisory Board meeting was adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 

Nell Diamond 

Recording Secretary 


