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Urban & CommUnity

arbor WeeK: 
april 1 - 7
Arbor Day is America’s National Tree Holiday, observed on the 
last Friday of April to celebrate the role of trees in our lives and 
to promote tree planting and care. In Oregon we celebrate an 
entire Arbor Week, which is the first full week in April. Learn 
more at www.arborday.org/arborday/oregon. The City Council 
has proclaimed April 1-7, 2018 as Lake Oswego Arbor Week.

Arbor Week Activities. Check out a tree-themed book this week! 
The Lake Oswego Public Library, located at 706 4th Street, will 
have tree-themed books on display all week. Open daily: 1-6 
p.m., Sunday; 10 a.m. - 9 p.m., Monday-Thursday; and 10 a.m. - 
6 p.m., Friday-Saturday. 

Stafford Grove tree PlantinG 
Monday, April 2, 10-11 a.m., 1061 Sunningdale Road
Join Parks staff and neighbors from the Forest Hills/First 
Addition Neighborhood Association to plant a commemorative 
tree in honor of being named Oregon Tree City of the Year. 
Directors from the Board of Oregon Community Trees will 
present the award to the City. Refreshments will be provided.

Garden BaBieS 
Tuesday, April 3, 10-10:45 a.m. at Luscher Farm, 125 Rosemont 
Road
Parents, stroll the farm with your preschooler and enjoy sensory 
garden-based activities. Hear a story about trees, then take a 
look at our Heritage Trees. Parents must accompany children. 
Class is held rain or shine! Free drop-in program for ages 0-5.

recycled PotS and Seed Starter 
necklaceS
Thursday, April 5, 4-5 p.m. at Lake Oswego Public Library, 706 
4th Street
It is time to sow the seeds for a beautiful flower or vegetable 
garden. You can start indoors with these easy seed pots made 
from recycled newspaper. Dennis’ 7 Dees Garden Center will 
provide you with everything you need, as well as instruction, to 
get your garden off on the right foot. Recommended for grades 
6-8.

PreSchool nature Walk: celeBrate 
healthy treeS
Friday, April 6, 10-10:45 a.m. at Springbrook Park (entrance at 
Uplands Elementary School, 2055 Wembley Park Road) 

Join us in Springbrook Park, where you can see trees all around. 
Every living tree has at least one trunk, many roots, and will 
be growing new spring leaves. How do each of these help the 
tree to be healthy? We will make our own tree to answer this 
question. Then play healthy tree bingo on our walk through the 
park. Discovery buckets and exploration tools will be provided. 
Geared to ages 2-6, but all are welcome.  Photo: Preschool Walk by 
Paul Lyons, April 2017

Seed the World around you
Saturday, April 7, 1-2 p.m. at Lake Oswego Public Library, 706 
4th Street
In the tradition of “guerrilla gardening” we’ll teach you to make 
seed balls that you can plant in your garden or scatter in the 
wild.  All supplies will be provided, in the form of wildflower 
seeds, dirt and water. Plan on getting your hands dirty for 
this project and taking home a garden waiting to bloom. 
Recommended for grades K-5.

Celebrating 29 years
tree city uSa
Lake Oswego is celebrating its 29th year as a Tree City USA (TCUSA), a certification provided by the 
National Arbor Day Foundation to recognize cities for demonstrating a strong commitment to managing 
and caring for trees. Over the last 29 years, Lake Oswego has met the four TCUSA standards by 
maintaining a tree board (Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Advisory Board), a tree ordinance, a 
minimum $2 per capita expenditure for tree planting and maintenance, and an annual celebration and 
proclamation of Arbor Day. Visit www.arborday.org/programs/treecityusa/ to learn more.

groWth aWard
This year, the Arbor Day Foundation also presented Lake Oswego with its fifth Tree City USA Growth 
Award, which recognizes innovative projects and higher levels of tree care by participating Tree City USA 
communities. The Growth Award was awarded to Lake Oswego for coordinating the 2017 Forestry at 
the Farmers Market event, hosting the Trees of Lake Oswego Arbor Day Art Contest, developing the new 
Tree Care and Maintenance webpage, and improving the annual tree pruning workshop which had more 
than 40 participants. 

art Contest
oreGon tree city of the year
In honor of being named Oregon Tree City of the Year, and in celebration of 29 years of Tree City USA 
status, Arbor Week, and National Arbor Day, the City of Lake Oswego is hosting an art contest for K-8th 
grade Lake Oswego students. Entries will be mounted onto a Tree City of the Year festive frame!

Rules to Enter
• One entry per person. 
• Entries must be 8” x 10” size (portrait or landscape orientation acceptable).
• Any medium. 
• Art should be tree-themed and celebrate Lake Oswego as Oregon’s Tree City of the Year.
• Drop-off your entry on or before National Arbor Day, Friday, April 27, at either: Lake Oswego Parks 

and Recreation, 1500 Greentree Road (the former Palisades Elementary School); or the Lake Oswego 
Public Library, 706 4th Street. 

• Valid entries must include your name, telephone number, e-mail address, grade, and the name of 
your Lake Oswego school on the backside of your art. 

Judging Criteria 
Entries will be on display at the Parks and Recreation office at 1500 Greentree Road through early May. 

Art will be judged on creativity and overall design based on 
the theme. First, second and third prize winners will be 
selected in each of three divisions: K-2nd grade, 3rd-
5th grade, and 6th-8th grade. The judges’ decision is 
final.

Prizes
Winners will be notified by phone on or before 
May 7 and prize packs will be awarded at the 
Lake Oswego Farmers’ Market on May 19.

oregon tree City oF the year
The Oregon Department of Forestry (ODF) in partnership with Oregon Community Trees (OCT) has 
named Lake Oswego the 2018 Oregon Tree City of the Year! Each year, ODF and OCT select one of 
Oregon’s 63 Tree City USA communities to recognize for their commitment to Urban & 
Community Forestry. Some cities are recognized for grant efforts or projects they have 
undertaken in a given year. According to ODF Urban and Community Forestry Assistance 
Program Manager Kristin Ramstad, “Lake Oswego has consistently exemplified what a 
great Tree City should be with good planning and citizen engagement.” Lake Oswego 
will receive the award at the April 2 Arbor Week event described herein. 

Forestry at the marKet
Saturday, May 19  
8:30 a.M. - 1:30 P.M.  
MillenniuM Plaza Park, 
200 firSt Street
Join us to celebrate forestry at the 
Farmers’ Market on opening day! 
Activities include Urban & Community 
Forestry booths and activities for 
children and adults. Spin the prize 
wheel, do a craft, watch a tree pruning 
demonstration, receive a free tree 
seedling, and learn about stewardship 
opportunities in your neighborhood. 
Arbor Day Art Contest winners will be 
announced and prizes will be awarded. 



Information: 503-635-0290                 

www.lakeoswego.city

tree Code
mitigation reqUirements

Trees enhance the character of Lake Oswego by providing 
shade and wildlife habitat, creating natural buffering and 
screening between neighbors, and helping to manage 
stormwater, just to name a few benefits. One way to help 
conserve our tree canopy is to plant new trees over time. To 
help advance this goal, the Tree Code requires the planting of 
a new tree or “mitigation tree” when a Type II tree removal 
permit is issued or when an invasive tree species located in the 
public right-of-way or in a Sensitive Lands district is permitted 
for removal. 

Planting Schedule.  The Planning Department will contact a 
homeowner approximately 60 days after a tree removal permit 
is issued to arrange for an inspection of required mitigation 
trees. If extra time is needed, the homeowner may request 
a one-time extension of up to 60 additional days in which to 
remove the permitted trees and plant required mitigation, 
so long as the request is made prior to the expiration of the 
permit. 

Minimum Tree Size.  Required mitigation trees must meet or 
exceed the following sizes at the time of planting:

• Landscape Area or Public Right of Way: Either a 1.5-inch 
caliper deciduous tree measured at six inches above 
the top of the root ball, or a 6-foot tall evergreen tree 
measured from the top of the root ball to the top of the 
tree (excluding the dominant leader of the tree). For 
development purposes, removal of a tree identified as 
significant requires two mitigation trees.

• Sensitive Lands Districts: Either a minimum 0.5-inch caliper 
deciduous tree or a minimum two-foot-tall evergreen tree.

Native Species.  When a native tree is approved for removal 
under a Type II permit, the applicant is required to replant a 
native mitigation tree from the City’s approved tree list. The 
list of acceptable native trees was recently expanded from 20 
species to 55 species by the City Council (Ordinance 2772). 
The expanded list also includes suitable disease-resistant, 
hybrid substitutions for Pacific Dogwoods and Port Orford 
Cedars, two native tree species that are susceptible to common 
diseases that cause premature death. In addition to providing 
more choices for applicants, the expanded list is intended 
to encourage more native species diversity. The new Native 
Mitigation Tree List is found in Appendix 55.02-1 in the Tree 
Code and categorizes the species according to their mature 
height and whether they are deciduous or evergreen.

Right Tree, Right Place.  Tips on choosing the best tree for 
the intended location can be found in the City’s “Right Tree in 
the Right Place” brochure, and guidance on planting methods 
to give the tree a healthy start can be found in the “City of 
Lake Oswego Tree Planting and Maintenance Guidelines”. 
Both of these resources are available on the City’s website 
www.ci.oswego.or.us/trees/printable-forms. Other resources, 
including an interactive map of local native plant nurseries, is 
available at www.backyardhabitats.org.  

Visit the City’s Tree website at www.lakeoswego.city/trees or 
contact the Planning Department at 503-635-0270 if you have 
questions regarding tree removal, mitigation, or protection in 
the City.

Forest hills seCond graders 
Celebrate arbor WeeK
Forest Hills Elementary School’s second grade teachers, Teresa Jones, Kristin Peterson, and Tammy Huske, 
and music teacher Allison Hedgepeth, are going all out to celebrate Lake Oswego Arbor Week! Their 71 
students will write about the benefits of trees on paper leaves and build a tree to display at the school. 
After the public tree planting event on Monday, April 2 at Stafford Grove Park, each class will visit the 
tree and place hand-colored rocks around its base. Then on Wednesday of Arbor Week, the students are 
hosting a program that includes tree-themed songs and poetry, and information about Arbor Day, Tree 
City USA, and William Stafford’s connection to Forest Hills Elementary School and the community. This 
event is open to parents but closed to the general public. Each class also intends to enter the Arbor Day 
Art Contest. These second graders are sure to have a TREEmendous time celebrating Arbor Week!  

tree Care & maintenanCe
Visit www.lakeowego.city/trees for seasonal tree care and maintenance tips. This webpage is updated 
quarterly by an ISA Board Certified Master Arborist. Explore the archives to learn about preparing trees 
for winter, drought stress, recognizing tree risk, English ivy removal, trees and turfgrasses, new tree 
selection and planting, and tree related storm damage.

WorKshop 
series

For the 12th consecutive year, the City is 
pleased to offer a series of free Urban and 
Community Forestry Workshops for the public. 
Topics for the year include: 

• Tree Pruning
• Native and Invasive Tree Identification
• Understanding the Tree Code: Removal & 

Protection Permits
• Creating Pollinator Habitat
• Landscaping for Conservation
• Planting the Right Tree in the Right Place

 Visit www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning to learn 
more and look for upcoming workshops to be 
announced in monthly Hello LO newsletters. 
Please call 503-635-0290 or email planning@
lakeoswego.city for free registration. 

Photo: Two Bees by Caroline Yackel

heritage trees
Do you have a favorite tree or group of trees? 
If it is of landmark importance - because of 
its age, size, species, horticultural quality or 
historic significance - you can nominate a tree 
or group of trees for Heritage Tree designation 
with permission from the property owner. 
Nomination forms are available at City Hall 
or on-line at www.ci.oswego.or.us/planning/
heritage-tree-program. Pick up a Heritage Tree 
Guide at City Hall or online and tour all 37 
Heritage Trees that have been designated since 
1998. A Heritage Tree Tour app for iPhone and 
Android users is coming soon!

UpComing 
steWardship 
WorK parties

Over 600 acres of developed park property, 
natural parks and open spaces in the City 
contribute to important habitat for plants 
and animals, watershed and stormwater 
management and health, and are places for 
the community to connect with nature. To 
help keep our parks and open spaces healthy 
and beautiful, the City works with a number 
of fantastic volunteers and Friends Groups. 
Upcoming opportunities for you to help are 
listed below. Please wear sturdy shoes and bring 
gloves and water. Contact Babs Hamachek, 
Stewardship Coordinator at bhamachek@
ci.oswego.or.us to learn more about volunteer 
opportunities. 

• Woodmont Park 
Sunday, April 8, 1-3 p.m. 
Remove invasive species

• Iron Mountain Park 
Sunday, April 15, 1-3 p.m. 
Plant native species

• Springbrook Park 
Saturday, April 21, 9-11 a.m. 
Remove invasives and  
plant natives

• Woodmont Park 
Sunday, April 22, 1-3 p.m. 
Remove invasive species

• Springbrook Park 
Saturday, May 19, 
9-11 a.m. 
Remove invasive 
species


