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CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL MEETING 
MINUTES 

February 8, 2018 
 

 
 
Councilor Manz called the special City Council meeting to order at 6:09 p.m. on February 
8, 2018, at the Adult Community Center, 505 G Avenue. 
 
Present: Mayor Studebaker and Councilors, Manz, LaMotte, Gudman, and O'Neill. 

Mayor Studebaker arrived at 6:20 p.m. 
 
Excused: Councilors Buck and Kohlhoff 
 
Staff Present:  Scott Lazenby, City Manager; Anne-Marie Simpson, City Recorder; Paul 

Espe Associate Planner. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Councilor Manz welcomed the evening’s attendees on behalf of the City Council and thanked 
those present for their dedicated service to the City. Meeting attendees introduced themselves. 
She gave an overview of the 2018 adopted City Council goals.  
 
Transportation Advisory Board Chair Ricky Nys gave a synopsis of the work done by TAB in 
2017, much which will continue in the present year. The Board advocated for more bicycle and 
pedestrian connections, and plans to represent community interests in various other modes of 
transportation. This year they will work to enhance Iron Mountain Boulevard pathways, continue 
their efforts as liaisons to neighborhood associations in addressing their transportation issues, 
and work with the Sustainability Advisory Board on items of mutual interest.  
 
Board Chair Ron Matthews spoke as the 50+Advisory Board representative, noting that this year 
the board plans to continue to explore economical ways to get seniors to move around the City. 
They have worked with ride share companies Uber and Lyft to offer training sessions to help 
seniors become comfortable with the service. The program has been well received and will 
continue in the coming year. The Board will continue to explore options for economical ways for 
seniors to get around town, including shuttles and buses. An attempt last year to measure the 
age-friendliness of the community found that the number of large homes in the City negatively 
impacted Lake Oswego’s score. The Board spent time collecting data regarding recreation 
activities for the 50+ community, and learned that many seniors participate in the programs the 
City offers. In 2018, the Board will explore ways, resources, and locations for seniors to stay in 
the community, prioritizing ideas that help citizens stay in their homes when possible. 
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Planning Commission Chair Robert Heape announced that the Commission has made an effort 
to closely align their work with that of the City Council and other boards and commissions. A 
successful outreach effort helped the Commission create their goals, which included: 
 

• Amendments to the Community Development Code, including solutions to affordable 
housing needs. 

• Improving Citizen involvement through the use of new forums including Next Door.com, 
increasing public notice time frames, and supporting grass root efforts of neighborhood 
associations in providing input into the Commission’s work. 

• Review of the Residential Infill Design process, specifically to offer flexibility in single-
family building projects. 

• Review of City-wide parking standards, including adequacy for various building types. 
• Continued assistance to neighborhood associations with their planning needs. The 

Commission conducted several neighborhood tours. Palisades and Old Town 
Neighborhood Plans will be updated and continued work will take place with the Forest 
Highlands Neighborhood Association. 

• Partnering with Sustainability Advisory Board to understand and support their efforts in 
climate action planning. 

• Review of public street standards. 
• A Planning Commission retreat, which included a discussion of Lean Lake Oswego 

principles. 
• A continued commitment to tackle unscheduled work as it arises. 

 
Vice-Chair Bill Ward described the purpose of the Commission’s worked and described how it 
functions. He outlined the accomplishments of the commission during 2017, which included 
updates to the Lake Oswego architectural style exceptions, short-term rentals and potential 
related land use concerns, standards for private access lanes and flag lots, a public hearing on 
local street connectivity standards, completion of neighborhood planning projects that included 
an Uplands overlay, Forest Highlands zoning and updating of Old Town and Palisades Plans for 
consistency with the Comprehensive Plan, discussion about options for the Tryon Creek 
Wastewater Treatment Plant (currently on hold as additional options are explored), annual 
Community Development Code amendments, and the development of updated standards and 
setbacks for accessory structures. The Commission also toured the Westlake, Rosewood, and 
McVey/South Shore neighborhoods. 2017 concluded with the annual Commission for Citizen 
Involvement meeting. Mr. Ward noted that work was suspended on the Lake Grove Village Center 
Plan until final planning is complete for the Boones Ferry Road Improvement Project. 
 
Parks, Recreation, and Natural Resources Advisory Board Co-Chair Bill Gordon presented a 
review of progress on the Board’s goals for 2018. The Board will review, cost and prioritize all 
Parks-related capital improvement projects (CIP), with a high priority focus on a permanent home 
for the Parks and Recreation Department and related programming, as well as the development 
of a long term approach to the golf course. Additionally, the Board will assist in  the development 
of a potential longer-term CIP funding strategy, which may include parks bond renewals, use of 
System Development Charges, vetted tourism funds, City general funds, grants, non-strategic 
park property sales, as well as possible private partner funding. 
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City Manager Scott Lazenby provided a brief update of the work conducted by the Sustainability 
Advisory Board, focusing on their upcoming presentation to the City Council on a Climate Action 
Plan, noting the Board had advised on various City building projects. Councilor Gudman added 
that the Plan will emphasize action. 
 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Chair Kasey Holwerda announced that the Board will 
transition to bimonthly meetings in 2018, using subcommittees to take on work in order to increase 
efficiency. Recently completed Board projects include Landmark Designation List (LDL) survey 
updates (now available on the City’s website), the Hazelia Agri-Cultural Heritage Trail, and 
restoration and occupation of the DeMuro award-winning Iron Workers Cottage. In 2018, the 
Board plans to continue the Historic Preservation Grant program, explore the adoption of the 
state’s newly revised historic preservation model code, streamline and clarify the City’s pre-
application process for landmark owners, and continue their public outreach work. 
 
Nancy Niland provided an update on the work of the Library Advisory Board. She described 
major modifications that took place in Library, which included installation of an Automated 
Materials Handling Machine and the Radio-frequency identification (RFID) system. She pointed 
out that the RFID installation was done by volunteers and Board members, saving the City 
approximately $60,000. The Board led the installation of the Brian Doyle contemplative garden in 
honor of the recently deceased beloved local author. She announced the twelfth year of Lake 
Oswego Reads program, which features a full month of activities in February. The Board 
continues to increase awareness of and fundraising for programs through their presence at the 
Farmer’s Market and welcoming activities at the library. 
 
Arts Council Executive Director Nicole Nathan described the work of Council and the role they 
play through the Public Arts Committee, which includes work on behalf of the City as 
administrators of the public art program and curating and caring for of the public art collection. 
She highlighted 2017 accomplishments, including the installation of 15 sculptures as part of the 
Gallery Without Walls program, completion of the 1 ½% for Art Project at the new Maintenance 
Center, extensive programming at the gallery and through docent programs, citing of sculptures 
at the new Windward development, the implementation of a “Friend” membership program and 
fund-raising campaigns, progress towards the completion of a Signal Sculpture along Kruse Way, 
and work with the Evergreen Neighborhood Association on the installation of a neighborhood 
sculpture. 2018 goals include securing pop-up gallery space in the downtown, continued planning 
for a new home in the City’s Civic Center, implementation and evaluation of efforts to brand the 
Arts Council of Lake Oswego, growing of partnerships, completion of Windward art installations, 
relocation of the City collection to a climate-controlled site, and performing conservation on 2D 
work in preparation for the Council’s and City Hall relocation. 
 
Councilor Manz reported on the Tourism Advisory Committee work in her role as liaison to the 
Committee. The Committee has priority ranked some larger projects, but has turned over the 
smaller granting program to staff for management through the Municipal Grant Program. In 
conjunction with the Arts Council, the Committee is working on a Gateway Art Project. 
 
Additionally, Councilor Manz announced that the Youth Leadership Council will send a small 
delegation to Washington, D.C. for the National League of Cities Conference.  The Council also 
submitted a formal letter to the City Council on pool funding. 
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