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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Development Review Commission Minutes 

Wednesday, September 12, 2018 

 
The Commissioners convened at 6:00p.m. in the Council Chamber Work Room of City Hall, 380 A 
Avenue. 
  
Members present:   Chair David Poulson, Vice Chair Brent Ahrend (via phone), Paden Prichard, 

Jeff Shearer, Kirk Smith, and Jason Frankel (via phone) 
 
Members absent:  None 
 
Staff present:    Jessica Numanoglu, Planning Manager, Evan Boone, Deputy City Attorney, 

and Janice Bader, Administrative Support 
 

Others present:   Damin Tarlow (applicant), Hamid Pishvaie, Carolyn Krebs, and Cheryl Uchida 
 
FINDINGS  
LU 18-0026, a request by CenterCal Properties and Trammell Crow Company, for approval of a 
mixed use project with 208 residential units, approximately 50,000 sq. ft. of commercial space, and 
the removal of 43 trees. [Note: An additional 51 invasive trees will be removed under a separate 
permit.] 
The site is located at 3975, 4015, & 4095 Mercantile Drive (Tax Lot ID 21E08BC00102), and the 
vacant lot at the SW corner of Mercantile and Hallmark Drive (Tax Lot ID 21E08BA01000). Staff 
coordinator is Johanna Hastay, Senior Planner.  
Mr. Smith noted he was going to abstain from voting as he was not present at the previous 
meeting.  
Commissioner Prichard suggested there be a definition of the “Idaho property” in the findings. Mr. 
Boone stated that the staff report defines the Idaho property by tax lot and therefore is incorporated 
into the findings before the Commission. 
Commissioner Prichard noted that no new drawings for the south elevation were provided with the 
revised height, meeting the height requirements of 45 feet. Chair Poulson asked about the 
relevance of that fact. Mr. Prichard referenced a letter he wrote (Exhibit B-002) noting that height 
was not shown on revised plans, which caused him concern. 
Ms. Numanoglu noted on Page 20 of the findings, Condition of Approval B.4.b., require height 
compliance on Exhibit B-39.   
Commissioner Ahrend opined that he does not believe that the DRC ever saw a revised plan and 
elevation showing compliance with the 45 feet height.   
Mr. Shearer said there was a site plan but it didn’t show the height. 
Mr. Prichard said that there was not a building elevation showing the 45-foot height. Ms. 
Numanoglu said the condition would have to be met at the time of building plan review, like any 
other project. 
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Mr. Boone said that the findings do not have to say that something was not submitted; that would 
be covered in the conditions of approval. The exhibits are in the record, those that aren’t, are not. 
The question for findings is whether the application meets the criteria. He stated that the DRC has 
the floor plan and massing design and conditions of approval that require that the massing and the 
design meet the 45-foot height limit so that it meets the criteria. 
Commissioner Prichard read the findings that note the building can meet the 45-foot height 
limitation. He stated he was going to vote no anyway. He didn’t believe he’d seen sufficient 
information to approve the project. Mr. Prichard also noted that the attendees at the previous 
meeting were not noted in the minutes. 
(Background conversation on 5-foot stepback on the building, parts inaudible) 

Ms. Numanoglu noted how height was measured from existing grade in the interior part of the 
building, stating that the height limitation was met. 
Commissioner Prichard said he had concerns about that staff interpretation on measurement of 
height and expounded on his objections. He reiterated he did not believe the height limit is met. 
Ms. Numanoglu explained that existing grade is used for the measurement in the interior part of the 
building and the finished grade is used to measure at the exterior portions of the building. Chair 
Poulson noted that the final grade should be used for ultimate height. Ms. Numanoglu raised the 
issue that below ground parking or basement should not be the area from which to measure.   
Mr. Prichard noted that there is LO Code that does use a certain part of basement area in 
measurement for height. Ms. Numanoglu noted that that measurement was for floor area 
calculation. Mr. Prichard stated that the original elevations proposed were 58 feet. 
Commissioner Ahrend said that he would have to leave the meeting (from the phone) in five 
minutes and would not be able to vote. 
Chair Poulson called for the vote. Commissioner Prichard said he wanted his comments in the 
record. Chair Poulson agreed with Mr. Boone regarding the inclusion of the staff report and 
minutes in the record, as part of the findings. 
Mr. Shearer moved to approve the findings for LU 18-0026-1958 for CenterCal Properties and 
Trammel Crow with edits as shown per the track changes (in the findings), dated 9/10/18, 
seconded by Commissioner Frankel, and motion passed 4:1 with one abstention.  

ADJOURNMENT  

Chair Poulson adjourned the meeting at 6:30 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
  /s/ 
 
Kat Kluge 
Administrative Support 
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