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Your House Matters Expo
Celebrating Houses Built Before 1970
Join us for an afternoon of helpful information 
to make your house more livable for today while 
maintaining the character of your house and 
neighborhood. The event will begin at 1 pm with 
guest speaker, Rachel Verdick, local building 
designer and preservationist, talking about 
“Preservation as a Path to a Sustainable Future.” 
She will discuss why your older home is significant, 
not just to you, but also to your neighborhood 
and community. Afterwards, an open house with 
vendors will provide examples, demonstrations, 
and help answer your questions. Come with photos 
and/or questions about your house.  

Vendors include:
• Delta Construction will be on hand to help 

you understand the questions you should ask 
contractors before starting a project.

• Green Window Restoration will be available to 
answer questions you have about conserving 
and restoring your original wood windows.

• Indow Window will show you how to increase 
energy efficiency and block noise with interior 
storm windows.

• Miller Paint from Lake Oswego will be there to 

help you select the perfect interior and 
exterior paint for your home projects. 

• Verdick Residential Designs can answer 
your questions on how to update your 
older home for today’s lifestyle.

• Lake Oswego Historic Resources Advisory 
Board (HRAB) will be available to answer 
questions about what features of your 
house are significant and worth preserving, 
and what it means for a house to be on 
the City’s Landmark Designation List.

• Lake Oswego Preservation Society will 
answer your questions about preservation 
advocacy and celebrating Lake Oswego’s 
history.  

• Lake Oswego Public Library will provide 
research resources for your home’s history.

• HRAB can help you research the history of 
your home and its former occupants.

Learn why your older house matters, the 
benefits it offers to the sense of place of 
your neighborhood and community, and how 
to maintain your house while preserving its 
character!

Celebrate May 2018 Preservation Month 
In May, citizens in Lake Oswego will join thousands of individuals across the country to celebrate 
National Preservation Month with the State Historic Preservation Office and the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation.  This is a month long opportunity to showcase the City’s historic places. 
Preservation month is meant to connect the preservation community and introduce new audiences 
to the City’s work in preservation of the places that make Lake Oswego special.

In Lake Oswego, Preservation Month 2018 will be observed by:

• A Historic Preservation Proclamation issued by Mayor Studebaker at 6:30 p.m. at the May 1 City 
Council meeting.

• Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) is hosting a preservation expo “Your House Matters” 
at the Oswego Heritage House.      

• Presentation of two Merit Awards to Karen Davis and Ann Culter for their work and contribution 
to the Hazelia Agri-Cultural Heritage Trail by a member of the Historic Resources Advisory Board. 

• An exhibit by Jeff Wiens highlighting vintage model railroads featured in the City Hall lobby.
• Public outreach and raising awareness of the importance of Lake Oswego’s past with the real 

estate community, building community and other members of the public.

For more information, contact Paul Espe, Associate Planner and staff representative for the Historic 
Resources Advisory Board, at 503-697-6577 or pespe@lakeoswego.city.

Where:  Oswego Heritage House
 398 10th St., Lake Oswego

Cost:  Free and refreshments 
provided

Parking:  Available at the Heritage 
House and in the parking 
lot across the street at 
Christ Episcopal Church

Sponsored By:  Lake Oswego Historic 
Resources Advisory Board, 
Lake Oswego Preservation 
Society, and Oswego 
Heritage Council

Have a Heart!
In celebration of National Historic 
Preservation Month, the Board and Advisory 
Board members of the Lake Oswego 
Preservation Society will be “heart bombing” 
our community’s historic buildings. 

This concept originated with Buffalo’s Young 
Preservationists in 2012 and the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation endorses and 
promotes this activity. The Buffalo group 
showed their love of historic buildings by 
creating Valentines to them. In celebration 
of National Historic Preservation Month in 
May, the Society will be posting photos on 
our website of hearts held in front of some 
of the historic houses and buildings we 
especially love.

Anyone who wishes to join in can do 
so. Just make a heart, find a favorite 
Lake Oswego building which is 50 years 
old or more, take a photo of you or 
friends holding the heart in front of the 
building, and send your photos to: info@
lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org. Please 
be mindful that, unless you are the owner, 
all participants must stand on public 
property to take heart bomb photos.

Image: The Lake Oswego Preservation Society’s 
“Heart Bomb” designed by Corinna Campbell-Sack.Image: One of the wonderful signs along the Hazelia Agri-Cultural Heritage Trail.
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About the Lake Oswego 
Preservation Society
The Lake Oswego Preservation Society 
is a non-profit organization founded 
in 2011. Our mission is: To support 
Lake Oswego’s historic fabric through 
advocacy and education. The Society’s 
History Center & Museum is housed in 
the City-owned Iron Company Worker’s 
Cottage located at 40 Wilbur Street. 
Hours are Tuesday, Thursday, and the 
first Saturday of every month from 1 
to 4 p.m. We are also happy to open the museum by appointment. You may 
reach us at 503-481-2479 or info@lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org. 

For more information about Lake Oswego’s history, please visit: 
lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org. 

The Lake Oswego Preservation Society’s History Center & Museum. Photo courtesy of Susanna Kuo.

A Sane Approach to 
Demolitions
The Lake Oswego 
Preservation Society 
proposes new ideas 
regarding the demolition 
of single-family residences 
in Lake Oswego. It can 
take only a few hours for 
a backhoe to destroy the 
decades-old, sometimes 
century-old, fabric of our 
neighborhoods. There are 
many compelling reasons 
why we shouldn’t be 
throwing away buildings. 
The Preservation Society 
offers the following 
“S.A.N.E.” approach:

S is for sustainability. Reusing an existing building is our most 
sustainable choice. It’s ironic that citizens dutifully recycle cans 
and bottles while landfills overflow with the rubble from what were 
habitable homes.

A is for affordable housing. When we discard our older housing 
stock we are eliminating affordable housing. This choice is changing 
the demographics of our community and making it less accessible to 
young families as well as less diverse.

N is for neighborhood character. The fabric of our neighborhoods 
is being eroded. The charm that attracted many homebuyers in the 
first place is being gradually replaced by homes that shout: Anywhere, 
USA.

E is for economic development. Rehabilitation of older buildings 
contributes more, in the long term, to the local economy than new 
construction.

Here are a few ideas for consideration and discussion:

Building Retention
Some municipalities will not allow a habitable house to be demolished. 
While we are not advocating such a policy, retention should be 
encouraged.

1. Make it easier to remodel than to tear down.

2. Create incentives to rehabilitate older housing stock.

3. Partner with organizations specializing in building reuse.

4. Focus the community’s attention on the relationship between 
sustainability and building retention.

Demolitions
We are not proposing that every house be saved. Rather when 
demolitions are proposed, we advocate a more responsible and 
transparent approach to securing a permit.

1. Mandatory deconstruction for projects exceeding a threshold dollar 
amount.

2. Require photo documentation of existing structures as part of a 
demolition permit application.

3. Expand notice of demolitions from abutting residences to the entire 
neighborhood.

4. Make it easier for citizens to find out about demolition permit 
applications and those that have been issued.

5. Institute a delay before demolition begins.

Replacement Housing
1. Maintain the same front and side setbacks for new housing to 

maintain neighborhood compatibility.

2. Make some or all of the standards in the City’s Infill Design 
Handbook mandatory, not discretionary.

Our community is faced with an alarming number of homes being 
bulldozed. Once the choice to demolish a structure is made, our City’s 
built environment is forever altered. Let’s stop the insanity and take a 
S.A.N.E. approach to the demolition issue.

Lake Oswego house demolition.  
Photo courtesy of Marylou Colver.

One Wedding and a Funeral
A Seattle wedding and a Philadelphia funeral--what do these two ceremonies 
have in common? There's the woman who tried to save an abandoned 
Seattle warehouse by marrying it and the funeral held for a vernacular 
Philadelphia townhouse prior to demolition. Both of these ceremonies 
were intended to honor buildings that were once an integral part of their 
communities. Why are people willing to invest time and money in such 
unorthodox and potentially fruitless acts? The answer is that buildings 
matter. Places matter.

The Lake Oswego Preservation Society is the only local non-profit 
participating in land use advocacy. We believe that if we don’t advocate on 
behalf of threatened Landmark properties we are not doing our job as a 
non-profit dedicated to preservation.

In the seven years since the Society’s founding, we have testified at every 
public hearing regarding proposed major alterations, demolition, or delisting 
of properties on the City of Lake Oswego’s Landmark Designation List. 
During this time, we have advocated on behalf of six City Landmarks; there 
are only 44 Landmark homes in our community. Our most notable success 
was establishing Oregon case law with the unanimous State Supreme 
Court decision, which saved Lake Oswego’s 1855 Carman House as well as 
protecting 3,200 historic properties across the state. 

The Society’s advocacy and testimony also saved the 1908 Catholic 
orphanage for girls commonly known as the Christie School and more 
recently Youth Villages Oregon. Another property, another strategy, and 
another save was the Landmark Carter House. The seller reached out to the 
Society before it went on the market so we had time to strategize a way 
to avoid the time and expense of a land use hearing. Ultimately Emogene 
Waggoner, a Society board member and longtime real estate broker, 
represented the seller. She marketed the house seeking, and ultimately 
finding, buyers who were delighted to be the property’s next good stewards. 

Creative strategies are needed to save non-Landmark properties as an owner 
can demolish them virtually at will. The Emma Austin House, Lake Oswego’s 
most iconic Arts and Crafts bungalow, was so endangered. The Society was 
given one week to find a buyer for the property or it was to be slated for 
demolition. We reached out to John McCullough of McCullough Construction 
and he decided to purchase it before the seemingly impossible deadline. As 
Margaret Mead said, "Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 
people can change the world; indeed, it is the only thing that ever has."

The Emma Austin House. Photo courtesy of Marylou Colver.


