
                                      

 

 

 

 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

Tourism Advisory Committee Minutes 

Main Fire Station 

November 14, 2018 

 
I. Call to Order / Roll Call 

Chair Sonal Haladay called the meeting to order at 10:06 am 
 
Members present: Sonal Haladay, Andrew Edwards, Brian Monihan, Patti Mertz, Phyllis McCanna, Becky James, 
Kim Van Syoc, Councilors Skip O’Neill and Jackie Manz 
Staff present: Jordan Wheeler – Deputy City Manager and Kari Linder - Deputy City Recorder 
Absent: Bill Tierney and Jefferson Moore 
 

II. Approval of Meeting Minutes – September 26, 2018 
Andrew Edwards moved to approve the minutes as written, Becky James seconded the motion. The minutes 
from September 26, 2018 were unanimously approved by voice vote. 

 
III. Council Update – Councilor Skip O’Neill 

Skip gave an update on the last several council meetings.  Recently council worked on wordsmithing the Parks 
survey to get feedback prior to the Parks bond renewal to what citizens feel is important.  The council also had 
planned to work on wordsmithing the annexation policy but that agenda got moved since it was election night 
and the meeting was running long.   With elections over, there will be a new group of councilors coming in with 
new ideas.  Right now the council really has a focus on roads and the new maintenance center.  Council also just 
recently approved the drawings of the new city hall.  Boones Ferry Road project is starting soon as well.   
 
Sonal asked about the results of the Housing survey.  Jordan answered that there were 850+ responses and that 
the Planning Commission was discussing the results.  
 
Jackie Manz also mentioned that the city is moving forward with a mountain biking event at Luscher Farm.  This 
event was Crosstoberfest but there also maybe an event in the spring.   

 
IV. 2018/2019 Work Plan & Action Plan 

Sonal led the group through the 2018/2019 work plan she drafted based upon the 2017/2018 work plan Bill 
provided to Council as well as the Action Plan.  Patti met with Liz at the Chamber to see what resources are 
available currently to tourists visiting the city.  They came to the conclusion that there was a need for more 
information on where to sleep, eat, and shop in Lake Oswego.  There was definitely a need for more information 
that wasn’t just brochures and posters.  Liz suggested a website to really capture this information which is also 
easily updated and current.  The committee discussed the possibilities of a website for Lake Oswego and visited 
other city’s websites for ideas for what the site could look like such as Bellevue and Walla Walla, WA.  The 
committee determined that a DMO (Destination Marketing Organization) was needed since Lake Oswego needs 
a greater online presence and better signage.   
 
Sonal also discussed reoccurring funding for certain annual events and repeat grant applicants.   Kim suggested a 
three year rotation with an annual review and report submittal for how funds were used.  Terms and conditions 
would describe requirements for reoccurring funding.  Examples of events proposed for reoccurring funding 
would be the Car & Boat Show, LO Wine Walk and Inviting Vines.   
 
Jackie mentioned that Lake Oswego is a member of the Willamette Falls National Heritage Area and she’d like to 
make sure we are paying our annual $5K dues since the Falls will have National status.  This status will attract 
development and funding.  Sonal suggested this being part of TAC’s annual funding.   The committee discussed 
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funding, grant applications and the $50K allotted for grants in 2018 and how the reoccurring refunding should 
come out of that same grant amount for 2019.  Jordan discussed some annual legacy funding TAC spends 
including $10K to the Trolley, $30K to the Arts Festival, and $130K to the Arts Council of Lake Oswego.  
 
Andrew Edwards moved to approve the work plan with the updates made today and that the committee will 
review the final language before it gets sent to council, Kim Van Syoc seconded the motion.  The 2018/2019 
work plan was unanimously approved by voice vote.   

 
Action:  Sonal to update the work plan and action plan based upon the discussion and feedback of the 
group and then submit to Kari Linder by December 26, 2018 for the Boards & Commissions Summit in 
February 2019.  As well as something to council for goal setting in January.   
Action:  Sonal to create a proposal for a DMO to create a Visit Lake Oswego website to submit to council 
in conjunction with the Boards & Commissions Summit.  
Action:  The group discussed adding another meeting in the spring of 2019 based on the budget cycle, a 
date is TBD.  

 
V. Set Next Meeting Date 

Chair Haladay requested the meeting day be moved to a later date in February due to the Grant submittal 
deadline of February 15th.  The committee agreed to the change.  Next TAC meeting will be Wednesday, 
February 27, 2019 at 10am at the Main Fire Station on 3rd and B Ave.  Committee also discussed meeting every 
other month rather than quarterly on the 3rd Wednesday of the month.   
 
The subcommittee will review the grant applications during the week of February 19-22, 2019.  This will be a 
different group than who reviewed the 2018 applications so that everyone on the committee is involved in the 
review.  This year’s grant applications will be online only.  

 
Action: Kari Linder to book the Fire Station, add meeting date to website, compile agenda packet and 
send meeting minutes and information to members. 
Action: Kari Linder to schedule subcommittee meeting date and location for February 19-22, 2019 as 
well as compile the grant applications for review. 
Action:  Kari Linder to email subcommittee of TAC to see if they would be willing to review the grant 
applications in February.  
 

Meeting adjourned at 11:58 a.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Kari Linder 
Deputy City Recorder 
City of Lake Oswego 


