
TO:  Lake Oswego Budget Committee members: 
 
 
I have two suggestions for the budget discussions: 
 
1)  I would like to see the library get a portion of the Tourism tax dollars.  The Lake Oswego 
Reads program attracts hundreds, for many titles thousands, of visitors to Lake Oswego for the 
programs that are done in conjunction with the highlighted book.  I would think this should make 
the library eligible for the Tourism funds.  I am glad that the Friends of the Library and other 
sponsors are involved in the program—that seems healthy for the community.  But using 
Tourism funds for the library’s portion of the Lake Oswego Reads program would free up library 
funds for direct library needs like acquisition of new materials.   
 
2)  The Friends of the Library give many tens of thousands of dollars to the library each year in 
the form of grants to meet program and collection needs.  Most of this money is generated by the 
sale of donated books at their used bookstore, The Booktique.  For the first few decades of the 
Booktique’s existence in the Mercantile building, the rent charged was a nominal $1 per year.  
That changed about 3 years ago with new Mercantile management policies and they are now 
paying about $14,000 a year in rent.  They have tried to counteract this expense, but have not 
been successful in finding another location or negotiating a better deal.  Having to pay so much 
rent impacts the amount they can give to the library.  I would like to see the Budget Committee 
consider underwriting a small grant ($5,000-$10,000) to help them offset that expense and 
increase their capability for donations to the library. 
 
I think these are creative ways to increase support of our much-loved library without directly 
impacting the City Manager’s suggested library budget.  
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Maria Meneghin 



 
May 1, 2014 

 
Dear Budget Committee Members,  
 
I am writing to you as the president of the Glenmorrie Neighborhood Association in 
regard to an item that is part of the Proposed Budget for 2014-15 and also the Capital 
Improvement Plan. The item at hand is the proposed Glenmorrie Drive (east) Pathway 
from Highway 43 to Old River Road. At present, the project is listed under the unfunded 
pathways that are part of the five-year capital improvement plan.  
 
While it is challenging to survey the entire neighborhood on this issue, most if not all 
property owners along the path’s proposed route are not in favor of it and would like to 
see it removed from the list of proposed pathways. Similarly, even neighbors who don’t 
live along the actual proposed route have voiced opposition to this particular pathway for 
a host of reasons, from cost and drainage issues to increased stormwater runoff and the 
fact that the city has already purchased land off of Glenmorrie Terrace that is supposed to 
be part of the greenway trail connecting 43 to George Rogers Park.  
 
As a neighborhood, we were recently asked to provide feedback on several such proposed 
projects in the neighborhood that are part of the Transportation System Plan update and 
whether or not they comply with the neighborhood plan. This path in particular does not. 
 
The reality of the neighborhood layout makes this pathway unfeasible at best. In the 
neighborhood plan, on page 63 under Goal 12: Transportation, the city is encouraged “to 
amend its Transportation System Plan to delete the proposed multi-purpose 
pathway on Glenmorrie Drive.  A pathway is impractical because of: 
 
a. Inadequate width for new pavement due to proximity of steep banks associated with a 
protected stream corridor; 
 
b. The number and location of driveways on the street; and 
 
c. The presence of significant trees* and other vegetation, that would have to be removed 
to construct a pathway.” 
 
Other neighbors who have lived in the Glenmorrie Neighborhood longer than I have also 
note that the city, more than 10 years ago, spent approximately $3 million on property 
adjacent to Glenmorrie Terrace that was eventually to be used as part of a connecting 
greenway between Highway 43 and the trail along the Willamette River in George 
Rogers Park. One neighbor who was involved in discussions with the city when that 
purchase was agreed upon, Judy Dauble, recalled that, rather than put a pathway in along 
Glenmorrie Drive, the city agreed to purchase the Glenmorrie Terrace property for the 
greenway and instead install speedbumps along Glenmorrie Drive and build a pathway 
along River Road.  
 





The necessity of a designated pathway with "bold Lines" is also puzzling. As mentioned, 
I am an almost daily walker in the Glenmorrie and Skylands area, as is my daughter. The 
amount of traffic we encounter is minimal and in the extremely rare event that two cars 
would be passing from opposing directions, we simply step off the road. In addition, I 
think  the narrowness of our stretch of Glenmorrie Dr. ( Cherry Lane to Greenbluff) has 
helped to keep vehicle speeds down. Widening the road for a pathway could encourage 
cars to go faster, having the unintended consequence of making the road less safe for 
walkers. 
  
I mentioned the proposed pathway/sidewalk to a couple of neighbors who had the same 
general feeling- that is, they were concerned with losing some valued plantings to make 
way for more pavement and felt the projects are for the most part an unnecessary. There 
are already many neighborhoods in Lake Oswego that have wide roads, curbs and 
sidewalks, we saw their lack in Glenmorrie as a benefit. 
  
One last point I would like to make is that as a walker, parent and taxpayer in Lake 
Oswego I have noticed numerous places where my tax dollars could be better spent. The 
portion of Glenmorrie drive between Greenbluff and Chapin is sinking on one side of the 
center line, the sidewalk along 43 just south of George Rogers park makes me nervous 
every time I walk it as it is tilting ever more downhill, keeping the restrooms in G. 
Rogers park stocked seems to be a current problem and the schools are always in dire 
need.  If the City is looking for ways to spend our tax dollars I would suggest they start 
with one of these projects. 
 
Sonja Kollias, Glenmorrie Lane 
I agree with your comments regarding Goal 11 - storm water runoff remains a significant 
problem that has not yet been adequately addressed, and would be made worse by adding 
paved pathways.  
  
I support surveying the neighbors to determine their thoughts regarding the proposed 
pathways in Glenmorrie. 
  
Personally, I prefer to not have pathways added to our neighborhood.  If the City wants to 
tie the Glenmorrie area into a city-wide pathway system, perhaps using the city-owned 
property bordering Glenmorrie Terrace would be a feasible alternative to connect Hwy 43 
to George Rogers Park pathway/Old River Road pathway. 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 



Budget	Committee	Testimony	
	
To:		Lake	Oswego	Budget	Committee	and	City	Council	
From:		Dorothy	Atwood,	resident.		16355	White	Oaks	Drive	
Date:		April	30,	2014	
	
I	strongly	support	retaining	the	City	of	Lake	Oswego	Sustainability	Coordinator	
position.		I	was	the	Vice‐chair	of	the	first	Sustainability	Advisory	Board	and	served	
on	the	Board	from	2009	to	2011.			I	served	on	the	Citizens	Advisory	Committee	for	
the	comprehensive	plan	update	as	the	Sustainability	Advisory	Board	liaison	from	
2010	to	2014.		I	am	also	the	President	of	the	Board	of	Directors	of	the	International	
Society	of	Sustainability	Professionals.			
	
I	have	known	Susan	Millhauser	since	she	took	on	the	position	of	Sustainability	
Coordinator.		I’ve	been	consistently	impressed	with	her	ability	to	secure	resources	
for	the	city	and	leverage	existing	in‐house	and	community	volunteer	resources.	
Susan	is	able	to	manage	well‐intentioned	ideas	from	buying	wind	power	to	putting	
solar	arrays	on	City	Hall	through	a	systematic	process	that	evaluates	ideas	on	
concrete	merit	rather	than	popularity.		This	is	very	helpful	for	both	city	staff	and	
council	members	that	are	not	familiar	with	the	details	or	have	time	to	gain	an	in‐
depth	understanding.		With	the	sustainability	plan,	there	are	metrics	and	methods	
for	measuring	and	accounting	for	progress.		
	
In	addition,	Susan	Millhauser	is	well	respected	in	our	greater	community	of	
practicing	sustainability	professionals.		She	is	in	routine	contact	with	others	in	
similar	positions	in	the	Metro	area.		This	allows	her	to	directly	gain	access	to	
information	and	experience	from	other	governmental	organizations	that	expedites	
research.	
	
Thank	you	for	the	opportunity	to	submit	testimony.		I	urge	the	budget	committee	
members	vote	in	support	of	the	sustainability	coordinator	position.			
	
	









To	the	Lake	Oswego	Citizens	Budget	Committee,	
	
I	have	resided	in	Lake	Oswego	for	21	years	and	am	proud	that	
our	community	has	embraced	sustainability	practices.			My	
husband,	Alan,	and	I	are	both	attorneys	and	committed	to	(and	
vocally	support)	the	“green”	movement.		I’m	writing	to	urge	
you	to	include	in	the	upcoming	budget	a	continuation	of	the	
excellent	work	of	the	Sustainability	Coordinator,	Susan	
Millhauser.	
	
We	intend	to	volunteer	for	one	of	Susan’s	initiatives	and	
believe	this	work	is	vital	to	Lake	Oswego.			And	we	will	include	
our	10‐year	old	granddaughter	and	her	mother	(who	reside	in	
L.O.)	in	a	project.			
	
My	long‐term	chronic	illness	has	made	us	both	aware	of	toxins	
in	the	air	and	in	the	food	we	eat,	and	the	power	we	waste.			It	is	
extremely	important	to	us,	in	terms	of	living	here	and	
volunteering,	that	Susan’s	work	be	recognized	and	projected	
forward	in	the	budget	of	our	beautiful	and	forward‐thinking	
city.		
	
Thank	you,	
	
Laurie	Neilson	Lee	



Chairman Berg and CBC members: 
 
As a member of the SAB, I am here this evening to strongly encourage you to take 
full advantage of the Sustainability Coordinator position. The many citizens you have 
heard tonight have clearly stated the value of the position to the Citizens of Lake 
Oswego. 
 
With that said I will keep my comments brief: 
 

 The Sustainability Coordinator position is not redundant. It’s unique.  
 

 The Sustainability Coordinator position is ideal (no make that critical) to 
prospecting for and facilitating: 

 
 Savings 
 Efficiencies 
 Quality of Life improvements 

 
 If eliminated, the City would lose a focused resource to maximize the above 

opportunities. 
 
 
Again please don’t lose this opportunity … 
 
Thank You! 
 
Ron Smith 
Sustainability Advisory Board Member 
59 Condolea Terrace 
97035 

 
 
 
 
5/2/14 













May 1, 2014 

Lake Oswego Budget Committee, 

Thank you for providing me the opportunity to express my views on the role of Sustainability 

Coordinator for the City of Lake Oswego.   

As a member of the Sustainability Advisor Board I have the pleasure of working with Susan Millhauser in 

multiple capacities.   

Firstly, she acts as a liaison to SAB on City Council agenda items so that we may evaluate the 

sustainability impact and advise the City Council.   

Secondly, she coordinates and chairs a steering committee of City Operations who under her leadership 

have created a 2014 update to the Sustainability Action Plan for City Operations.   

Thirdly, she works on a day to day basis evaluating, advancing and monetizing specific sustainability 

programs that exist across multiple City of Lake Oswego operational functions. 

I was asked by a Lake Oswego City Council member if Sustainability should exist as a separate function 

or be built into each individual functional area of City Operations. 

The answer was yes to both. 

In recent years, over 200 cities have created both a Sustainability Lead role and offices to support a 

triple bottom line mission of searching out projects that deliver an economic, environmental and social 

benefit.  They have built this centralized team because the identification of projects, the writing of 

grants, the creation of business cases and the execution of projects require specialized skills that have 

not yet been developed in each functional area of City Operations.   

While the centralized Sustainability Function can over time build these skills into the operational fabric 

of the city, research has shown that using a centralized cross functional approach vs a functional silo 

approach delivers a business case that is 4 times larger.  Additionally when those projects are 

coordinated with suppliers and into the community beyond just City Operations the benefit cases 

delivered are 10 times larger.  This shows that a decentralized approach would be sub optimized and not 

deliver all of the value to the city.  

Under Susan Millhauser’s leadership the role of Sustainability Coordinator is evolving in exactly the right 

direction with a mature triple bottom line mission. 

Upon review of the 2014 update to the Sustainability Action Plan for City Operations you will see that 

the steering committee has identified for every project economic, environmental and social benefit.  

They have identified metrics to baseline, track and report on progress and they have identified 

functional leaders to execute and leverage the expertise of Susan Millhauser in her Sustainability 

Coordinator role to achieve those benefits and imbed them into City Operations. 



Upon further review of the 2014 update to the Sustainability Action Plan for City Operations you will see 

that Susan is leading an action plan of projects that will allow the City of Lake Oswego Operations to 

mitigate risks, enhance the brand of the city, reduce costs and generate revenue.   

I urge you to continue to support the Sustainability Coordinator role and Susan Millhauser in this role as 

she has the capability to facilitate and build skills across City Operations, she is an ambassador to 

businesses and the community and she is positively impacting the City Budget through cost savings, 

donations in kind, grant writing and revenue generation. 

Regards, 

Gary Hanifan 

780 5th Street  

Lake Oswego OR 97034 



To the Lake Oswego Budget Committee and City Council: 

 

I wish to vigorously support retaining the Sustainability Manager position within the 

City.  This position is critical to Lake Oswego fulfilling is internal Sustainability Plan 

and allowing the City to take advantage of grant and education programs which arise 

from federal and state agencies as well as coordinate life cycle cost analysis for 

sustainability applications across the spectrum of City programs, policies and 

expenditures.  Additionally, the manager provides essential sustainability communication 

between the multitude of city agencies, boards, and staff members.  Professionally, I deal 

with municipalities across the US and beyond and it is rare to encounter a city that does 

not have this or similar position within its core structure.  Since sustainability is an 

essential framework that affects virtually all aspects of city governance and administration 

including most notably their financial viability, the importance of maintaining and 

nurturing this framework cannot be overstated.  A Sustainability Manager can actually 

help the city realize the financial benefits that come from sustainable city operations. A 

highly coordinated approach to energy consumption, water consumption, reduction of 

toxic chemicals, green building practices, green procurement practices and numerous 

other aspects of city administration and operation can be the foundation of true fiscal 

responsibility.  These are the benefits this position can offer our city. 

  

Virtually all the companies on the Fortune 1000 list either currently have or are creating 

Sustainability Manager positions because they understand the positive effect it has on 

their bottom line.  If the pillars of our profit-driven economy understand this, it obviously 

makes the same good business sense for Lake Oswego to maintain our Sustainability 

Manager position as well. 

 

In closing, I urge you to reconsider the elimination of this position and allow our city to 

continue benefitting from the unique but fundamental value this position provides. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Bruce Brown, AIA 

2323 Wembley Park Road 

Lake Oswego, OR 97034 




