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The Lake Grove property at 16444 Boones Ferry Road being considered for parking expansion falls under general Lake Oswego 

City zoning requirements as well as LGVC overlay zoning.  Within the overlay zoning there are additional restrictions for 

properties along the district boundary which are also applicable to this parcel.  The citizens of Lake Grove (myself included) 

recognized the need to buffer residential property from commercial and put in time and effort over many years to get important 
livability criteria written into city code.  Many aspects of this current development proposal show disregard for what I consider 
livability and demonstrate precisely why those years of planning were necessary in order to keep my neighborhood safe and 
livable for the long term. 

A consistent theme throughout the Lake Grove Village Center Plan, starts with Item 1.a  under PURPOSE which states;  

“…standards are intended to provide a transition between the core commercial area of the district and the surrounding residential 

areas”.  The SITE PLANNING STANDARDS of the overlay (50.05.007 #6) clearly state three elements that put this proposal at 
odds with what the citizens of Lake Grove have expressed for long term livability of our city. 

v. Buffering of low density residential neighborhoods from abutting dissimilar uses.”

iv. Village identity based on the conservation and promotion of large-scale native trees such as Douglas fir

ii. Safe access to businesses and minimizing pedestrian conflicts

Buffering 
The proposed design creates a worst case scenario for adjacent residential property by lining the entire southern boundary with 
cars pointing their headlights directly into neighboring yards.  I cannot think of a more impactful layout than what is proposed.  
This is in addition to noise pollution from car alarms and honking.  The suggested 6’ cedar fence and 3” trees 15’ apart will never 
mitigate the impact of this change on the adjacent neighborhood.  If this design or some form of it gets approved, I request that a 
block wall at least 8’ tall be required due to the elevation difference between properties. 

Removal of Large-Scale Douglas Fir trees 
The proposal requests removal of many trees and the fact that there isn’t enough space to replant the required number of 
mitigation trees is an indication of how far this plan falls outside what the citizens of Lake Oswego expect.  The loss of several 
large non-native trees will be unfortunate due to the habitat and buffer they provide however the request to cut down two giant 
Douglas firs along the perimeter of the property is directly in conflict with code requirements in several different areas of the 
applicable zoning codes.  The duplication of protection referenced in city code for this one age and species of tree is a very 
specific representation of how much they are valued by the citizens of Lake Oswego.  Specific reference to protecting Mature 
Douglas fir trees in this area can be found in the Lake Grove Neighborhood plan, Lake Oswego’s Comprehensive Plan, LOC 

55.02 (tree code) 50.05.005 (West Lake Grove Design District),  50.05.007(Lake Grove Village Overlay District). 

Safe access for pedestrians 

The proposed design suggests that pedestrians walking to and from the parking lot will share a 17’ wide passageway with two 

way auto traffic.  I tested that feasibility today walking  between the proposed parking lot and the market and each time had to 

step up and over the curb to allow traffic to pass through the narrow gauntlet.  This is a terrible design that was uncomfortable 

in daylight when it wasn’t raining.  It seems squarely in violation to the principle of providing  “Safe access to businesses and 

minimizing pedestrian conflicts”. 

My hope and request is that our Planning Commission and City Council make good land use decisions, follow the city code and 
make decisions beneficial to the long term livability of our city. 

Thank you, 
Donald Conklin 
4575 Upper Dr. 
Lake Oswego, OR 97035 
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