
 
City of Lake Oswego Natural Resources Advisory Board Page 1 of 1 
Minutes of April 12, 2000 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
HISTORIC REVIEW ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 

 
April 12, 2000 

 
==================================================================== 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Kimberly Gruetter called the meeting of April 12, 2000 to order at approximately 7:10 
PM in the Human Resources Conference Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, 
Oregon. 
 
Members present were Chair Gruetter, Vice Chair Helen Jean McGuire, Bryan Daum, 
Bettyann Raschko and Howard Shapiro.  Guests present were City Councilor Ellie McPeak, 
City Councilor Karl Rohde, Amy Clark and Bryan Clark.  Staff present was Sidaro Sin, 
Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of March 8, 2000 were approved by unanimous agreement. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 

None. 
 
IV. ACTION ITEMS 

A. Iron Worker’s Cottage 

 
Amy and Bryan Clark, 52 Wilbur Street, Lake Oswego, 97034, related they had 
recently purchased the “Iron Workers Cottage” at 40 Wilbur Street.  They explained they 
intended to restore the integrity of the structure and fix the roof prior to renting it to a new 
tenant.  They described the property as a 5,000 square foot lot with an 880 square foot 
house that featured very high ceilings and large structural beams underneath.  They 
planned to start restoration after the current tenant left the property on May 2, 2000.  
They invited any suggestions from Board members regarding the project.  The Clarks also 
offered to arrange for the HRAB to tour the house after the renter moved out.  They 
explained they had purchased the two properties because they loved the neighborhood. 
 
Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner, related that Lisa Gardner, a University of Oregon 
architecture student had studied the house and had documented its structure, condition, 
floor plan and original design elements.  He said that copies of her report would be 
provided to the property owners and Board members in the near future.   
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B. Historic Inventory Update 

 
Board members acknowledged that the City’s existing inventory of historic houses was 
outdated.   They discussed how to update the database and identify additional historic 
structures within the City.  They reviewed a recent report provided by Chicago Title 
Company listing structures built in the City between 1901 and 1949.  Ms. McGuire 
explained that it was necessary for property owners to place their structures on the local 
Landmark Designation List in order to qualify for federal historic recognition.  She noted 
the advantages of such recognition could include lower taxes and eligibility for special 
grants for designated historic properties.  She recalled visiting the City offices many years 
ago when she saw maps and accompanying notes for the inventory that could no longer be 
located by City personnel. She observed that some structures on the list had been 
modified or demolished since the last inventory had been accomplished.  She noted the 
Chicago Title Company listing did not include structures built prior to 1900.   
 
The members discussed what resources might be available to help them update the 
inventory, including a School District listing of older structures; recollections of residents 
who grew up in the City and still reside here; the tax records in Oregon City; Iron History, 
a book in the City Library; and the Oswego Heritage Council.  They each agreed to 
research an area of properties listed in the title company report (where properties were 
listed by street) and report back to the HRAB at the next meeting.  They were to look for 
structures on the list that no longer existed, and structures that were not on the list that 
should be listed.  They decided to use a digital camera with sound capability to record and 
describe each property so the files could be stored and distributed via computer.  They 
agreed to encourage property owners to include historic houses in the designation listing.   
 
7:45 Bettyann Raschko left the meeting. 
 
7:55 Councilor Rohde entered the meeting.  
 
Councilor Rohde encouraged the Board to contact the Oswego Heritage Council to 
arrange for a joint meeting to share information and discuss possible collaboration 
between the two groups.  He also related that he and Councilor McPeak would be 
interested in attending the meeting.   

C. Headgate Report 

 
Ms. McGuire related that the old Headgate, which had served for many years as a 
floodgate on the Tualatin River side of Oswego Lake, had been replaced after the flood of 
1996.  She noted it was a large (25’ long) wooden structure and was currently located in 
an outside storage yard, subjected to the weather and covered with blackberry vines.  She 
reported that the Lake Corporation had given it to the  
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City, which planned to site it in Rohrer Park.  She said that architects and an engineer 
were reviewing plans for the structure and its footings.  She was not certain when it was 
scheduled to be installed in the park. 

D. Luscher Farm 

 
Photographs taken by Gary Evans at Luscher Farm were distributed to the members, who 
were asked to help identify the types of farm implements depicted in the pictures. 

E. Iron Furnace 

 
Mr. Sin related that the City had engaged a consultant and a master stonemason to 
evaluate the Iron Furnace and report on its historical significance and condition and 
indicate what repairs were necessary.  He also reported that the City may apply for a 
SHPO grant to help fund the project.  He requested direction from the board and the 
members indicated they were interested in participating in the project.   

F. Brochure Distribution 

 
Ms. McGuire announced that brochures describing the walking tours in the First Addition 
and Old Town areas of the City had been reprinted and were available at the Lake 
Oswego Chamber of Commerce, as well as other locations in the City.  She agreed to 
contact the Portland Visitors Center to see if the brochures could also be distributed at 
their location.   
 

I. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Sin announced that the HRAB’s 2000 Work Plan had been approved by the City 
Council (this was confirmed by Councilor Rohde) and copies will be distributed to the 
members.  He also announced that the City’s Budget Committee was to meet on April 17, 
2000 at Heritage House.  He noted they were to discuss a proposal to allocate $150,000 
for the Smelter project.   
 
The next meeting was scheduled for May 10, 2000 at 7:00 PM.   

 
II. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Chair Gruetter adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:30 PM.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
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