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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
HISTORIC REVIEW ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 

 
July 12, 2000 

 
==================================================================== 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Kimberly Gruetter called the meeting of July 12, 2000 to order at approximately 7:00 
PM in the Human Resources Conference Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, 
Oregon. 
 
Members present were Chair Gruetter, Vice Chair Helen Jean McGuire, Howard Shapiro 
and Karin Cronin Wheat.  Bryan Daum, Bettyann Raschko and Lindsay Maughn were absent.  
Fritz Harris Glade had resigned from the Board.  Guests present were City Council candidate 
Cady Graham.  Staff present was Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
None. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Ms. Gruetter related that the City had received a letter from the owners of a house at 53 D 
Avenue.  The letter contained a request to remove their home from the City’s Historic 
Properties listing.  Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner, recalled that the owners contemplated a 
modification of the garage and had engaged in preliminary discussions with the staff regarding 
the idea.  He clarified that they had not yet submitted an application.  He also related the same 
owners had subsequently requested their property be placed back on the listing.  He advised 
that would require a public hearing.  He clarified that the hearing to designate an historic 
resource was to follow the process for public hearings as prescribed in LOC 49.036.  Several 
HRAB members worried that owners of historic properties might become discouraged if the 
designation process became too cumbersome.  Mr. Sin further clarified that in this case, their 
application for a modification will come in concurrently with a letter to retract the first letter 
(letter of removal from the inventory).  This would avoid the public hearing process. 
 

IV. ACTION ITEMS 
 
Update on Inventory Process and Mapping 
 
Ms. Gruetter acknowledged a consensus that a mapping project was not practical, and the 
process of identifying and inventorying historic properties should wait until Code issues had 
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been addressed.  She looked forward to a future time when the HRAB would invite historic 
property owners to place their sites on the City’s Historic Properties listing and when the 
Board could review the applications they had already received.  Ms. McGuire indicated that 
the format of the application form the Board had been using included discussion items that 
members could still utilize when they discussed historic designation with property owners. 
 
Mr. Sin recalled the members had previously suggested that the City provide incentives to 
owners of historic sites to encourage them to place their site on the list.  The members 
indicated their interest in researching the kinds of tax incentives and other programs that were 
available to owners of historic properties.  Ms. McGuire suggested that the Board find out 
what incentives the communities of Palo Alto and Carmel, California offered owners of historic 
properties.  She also promised to distribute a survey provided by the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation at the next meeting.  She wondered if that organization might be a source 
of funding for Board projects.  Ms. Gruetter suggested that the HRAB recommend to the City 
Council that the City make it less feasible for an owner to demolish a house.  She noted that it 
was more costly for an owner to cut down a tree than to demolish an historic house.   
 
Headgate Report 
 
Mr. Sin agreed to research whether funding for the Headgate project had been allocated.  Ms. 
McGuire recalled that a contractor had been enlisted to create plans for the Headgate. 
 
Identification of Implements and Next Steps with Luscher Farm 
 
No further discussion was anticipated nor was any action taken or contemplated regarding this 
subject. 

Collins House Update 

The HRAB members discussed actions taken by the owners of Collins House.  They had 
written to request their property be removed from the City’s Historic Properties listing, and 
then subsequently requested it be placed back on the list.  Mr. Sin explained the owners had 
requested to be removed from the listing before they submitted building plans to the City 
because they believed that if the property remained on the list, the City review process would 
take too long.  He noted the staff had estimated the modification review process would take 
six to eight weeks.  However, after further discussion with the staff, the owners had agreed to 
submit a request with their application that the site not be removed from the listing.  The 
members requested that Mr. Sin discuss what authority the Board had regarding the Collin 
House application with Evan Boone, Deputy City Attorney, and then advise the HRAB. 
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Historic House Restorations - Publicity 

 
Ms. McGuire related the Lake Oswego Review had promised to publish an article featuring 
two historic restorations in Old Town, including the Iron Worker’s Cottage and Arts and 
Crafts Bungalow on Furnace Street.  She said she had also provided the representative from 
the newspaper with information about Collins House.  She noted with disappointment that 
such an article had not appeared in the past three editions of the paper.  It was suggested that 
the Oregonian might be a better venue for such an article.  Ms. McGuire agreed to follow up 
with the Lake Oswego Review.   
 
Ms. McGuire related she had discovered another Iron Worker’s Cottage on Church Street 
that was not on the Board’s site research list.  Another Board member indicated that it might 
have been on the list of structures that did not meet the City’s criteria to be listed on the local 
inventory.  Ms. McGuire recalled another cottage on Durham Street had been demolished 
several years ago, and a cottage at 40 Wilbur Street had recently been restored. 

Workshop update 

 
The Board agreed to focus their work plan on two or three major projects.  It was suggested 
that an example of a project could be the installation of a reader board at Millennium Park to 
relate the history of the lake.  The members indicated their disappointment that the façade of 
the old pharmacy in the area of the Park had been bulldozed, instead of dismantled and 
reconstructed elsewhere in the City. 
 
Revision of Historic Ordinance 
 
The HRAB members discussed a list of recommended actions related to the Historic 
Ordinance.  One item suggested that the definition of “remodel” be amended.  Mr. Sin 
explained that the Planning Department and the Building Department used different definitions 
of “remodel.”  The Planning Department definition was based on the percentage of a structure 
to be removed, and the Building Department used the definition contained in the Uniform 
Building Code.  The HRAB agreed to discuss the definition at their next meeting.  Mr. Sin 
related that the Planning Commission and Development Review Commission had discussed 
the issue of large houses in small lots and had found the problem was concentrated in the Lake 
Grove and First Addition neighborhoods, but there was a potential, over time, for it to 
become an issue in other parts of the City.  He recalled that the City Council had requested 
the two Commissions to hold further discussions regarding the issue.  He offered to provide 
the members with updates regarding its status.  The Board noted that the City of Portland 
required that a certain percentage of historic structures were to be recycled, instead of 
demolished.  They indicated they favored such a policy for Lake Oswego.  Mr. Sin offered to 
provide the members with copies of the National Register of Historic Places.  The 
recommended action list included a recommendation that the Board discuss a possible name 
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change and create a mission statement.  Mr. Sin agreed to research and report back to the 
members regarding the extent of the jurisdiction or legal authority of the HRAB.  The members 
agreed to discuss the items at the next meeting. 
 
HRAB Membership 
 
The Board discussed recruitment of new members.  Mr. Sin related that citizens would be 
invited to apply to be considered for open positions via an announcement in the August edition 
of Hello LO!  Mr. Sin was asked to research whether current Board members were 
empowered to interview potential new members (as had been recommended by the 
Committee to Review City Boards and Commissions).  The Board noted repeated absences 
by an HRAB member had resulted in lack of a quorum at several meetings.  They recalled 
City policy that members would be asked to resign from the boards and commissions after 
three unexcused absences.  Mr. Sin was to contact a nonattending member of the HRAB to 
determine her intentions regarding membership. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
The members agreed to discuss the Board’s Mission Statement at their next meeting, which 
was scheduled for September 13 2000 at 7:00 PM. They agreed to take a hiatus in August. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chair Gruetter adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:10 PM.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
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