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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 

February 14, 2001 
 

==================================================================== 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the meeting of Wednesday, February 14, 2001 to order at 7:15 
PM in the Human Resources Conference Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, 
Oregon. 
 
Members present were Chair McGuire, Vice Chair Kimberly Gruetter and Howard Shapiro.  
Karen Cronin Wheat was excused.  Bryan Daum and Samantha Hatfield were absent.  Guests 
present were Howard Campbell and Gary Mimnaugh.  Staff present was Sidaro Sin, 
Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A vote on the Minutes of September 13, 2000 (revised), October 11, 2000, November 8, 
2000 and December 13, 2000 was postponed for lack of an adequate number of members 
eligible to vote.  Mr. Sin agreed to research and report back on who was eligible to vote on 
each set of meeting minutes. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Request to remove 210 Chandler Drive (“Drew House”) from the Landmark 
Designation List. 
 
Ms. McGuire distributed copies of a January 2001 letter to the City Attorney requesting 
removal of the Drew House from the Landmark Designation Listing.  She also distributed 
copies of the most recent update of the listing that still included the Drew House.  She 
reported that she had distributed copies of the list at a Lake Oswego Neighborhood Action 
Committee (LONAC) meeting.  Mr. Sin reported that he would update the current list for the 
next meeting.     
 
Architectural Heritage Center Newsletter 
 
Mr. Sin circulated a copy of a newsletter he had received from the Architectural Heritage 
Center. 
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Two Letters from Dr. Steve Poyser, Preservation Planner, State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO) 
 
Mr. Sin distributed copies of the two letters from Dr. Poyser regarding the following:  
 
1. Clarification of ORS 197.772 
 
Mr. Sin recalled that the City had created the local Landmark Designation List in 1990 
(including 93 home sites), and ORS 197 - adopted in 1995 - allowed a property owner to 
remove the designation if it had been “imposed” on the property.  He explained the City had 
interpreted “imposed” to mean that the designation could be removed by the owner simply by 
sending his/her request to the City.  However, SHPO had advised the City that a formal 
hearings process was required and the final determination was to be based upon a finding that 
the site no longer met historical criteria or that the owner had opposed the designation in 
1990.  He reported that the Listing had been reduced by 20 properties to date.  He noted that 
SHPO had reported that the Land Use Board of Appeals (LUBA) had recently interpreted 
“imposed” to mean that a property owner should have opposed the designation in 1990.  
SHPO had taken the position that meant that owners of designated property could not rely on 
ORS 197 to allow them to remove the designation simply by writing a letter requesting 
removal, and a formal hearings process was required where the owner was to provide 
evidence that the designation had been opposed in 1990 or that the designation was no longer 
justified.   
 
Mr. Sin related that the City had responded to the LUBA ruling with a decision to process the 
requests through the public review process and when such requests were received they would 
be forwarded to the City Attorney’s office.  He related that Washington County had appealed 
the decision, and it was to be further adjudicated by the courts.  He clarified that the Drew 
House request for removal from the designation had been received prior to the LUBA 
decision, and no requests had been received since the decision.  He said it was possible that 
the state legislature might clarify the intent of ORS 197. 
 
2. Quarterly Preservation Update 
 
Another memorandum received from SHPO explained what that organization intended to 
accomplish this year and listing events might be interested in attending. 
 
Historic Preservation League of Oregon 
 
Ms. McGuire circulated information from the Historic Preservation League of Oregon 
(HPLO) describing the relocation of the Frank Lloyd Wright house (referred to as the 
“Gordon House”) to the Oregon Gardens and the state of historic preservation in Oregon.  
She noted that HPLO reported that Clackamas County was receiving a record number of de-
listing requests and National Historic Register properties were being demolished throughout 
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the state.  Ms. McGuire clarified for the others that there was a tax advantage to be gained by 
including a property on the National Register of Historic Homes, but there was no local 
incentive for placing an historic site on the local listing.  She anticipated that the HRAB would 
become more active in recommending such incentives.  She circulated a copy of an article 
relating that the Morrie House had been allowed to deteriorate for many years and most likely 
would be demolished.  She also circulated information about the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. 
 
Spring 2001 Event 
 
Mr. Sin agreed to research available funding and provide the registration material that would 
allow Ms. McGuire and Ms. Gruetter to represent the Board at a March 16-17 “Spring 
2001”gathering in Albany. 
 

IV. ACTION ITEMS 
 
Headgate Project 
 
Mr. Sin provided recent photographs of the Headgate at its storage location along Foothills 
Drive.  He recalled that the Board had suggested that the Headgate be displayed at a location 
along Jean Road at Boones Ferry Road.  He advised that the consensus of City staff was that 
site would present challenges in terms of funding and siting on private property.  He clarified 
that the public right of way in that location would not accommodate the Headgate.  He related 
that two other locations at Rohrer Park and Bryant Woods Nature Park were also being 
considered for the display, and preliminary design work had been completed for the Rohrer 
park site.  He provided the members with a matrix to discuss at the next meeting that listed the 
pros and cons of each location.  He circulated photographs of the proposed Rohrer Park site 
and the Bryant Woods Nature Reserve Area site.  He related that the Headgate project 
coordinator was working on a budget for the project, but the amount of funding to be made 
available to the project had not yet been determined.  Ms. McGuire recalled the HRAB had 
been concerned about safety and visibility in the area of the display.   
 
Mr. Campbell recalled that the Headgate had been installed sometime after the Canal had 
been completed in 1872.  He said the Tualatin River Navigation and Manufacturing Company 
had dug the Canal after it had obtained approval from the legislature to divert water from the 
Tualatin River for a canal.  He recalled the purpose of the system was to provide water to 
create Sucker Lake (now, Oswego Lake) and to serve as the main transportation corridor 
from the Willamette River to the headwaters of the Tualatin River.  He noted that the 
Oregonian had reported that one steamer had made the passage from the Tualatin River to 
Sucker Lake in 1873 “opening up a new era of transportation.”  However, he reported that 
his research showed that the Canal was only eight feet wide at its widest point and Oregon 
Historical Society marine records specified that a steamer had a beam of 16 feet.  He 
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concluded that the passage would have had to have been accomplished during a significant 
winter flood.  He also noted  
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that the Oregonian had never reported any return trip by the steamer.  Mr. Campbell 
suggested that the most appropriate site for the Headgate display would be on a site directly 
associated with the Tualatin River.   
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Web Site Development 
 
Mr. Sin presented a draft design format for the HRAB website, pointing out that the site 
would be linked to the City’s website.  Ms. McGuire agreed to research the author of a quote 
displayed on the draft.  Mr. Sin suggested that the quote and the central picture could be 
changed periodically, someone on the board could compose material to be shown under the 
headings of Activities, Events and Programs and Past Events, and the 2001 Goals section 
could list the four current HRAB goals.   He anticipated the site could be completed in April 
2001.  The members agreed that the “Past Events” section should include subsections related 
to Old Town, First Addition, Marylhurst, the Baptist Church and the HRAB’s Merit Awards.  
They anticipated the site would make the HRAB more visible to the community and help in 
recruiting new Board volunteers.   
 
The members also discussed placing regular articles in the Lake Oswego Review in order to 
promote HRAB visibility and recruiting activities.  Someone suggested an article be composed 
to describe the history of the Iron Mountain caves.  Mr. Campbell explained those were 
actually “adits” (mine shaft entrances) to four coalmines dug into the side of Iron Mountain.  
He related that the Oswego Iron Company had been responsible for the first two mines and 
had built a narrow gauge railroad that traveled to the original smelter below Furnace Street via 
A Avenue and Evergreen Street.  He noted mules had pulled the original ore cars.  He 
explained that a second smelter had been built by another company between 1885 and 1887 
along the Willamette River at approximately the site of the current Ram Restaurant. He noted 
the Heritage House conference room featured an exhibit showing a high trestle that served that 
smelter. Mr. Mimnaugh offered to solicit journalists to volunteer their time to write the articles 
to be submitted to the newspaper. 
 
Mr. Campbell explained that the City website and the Heritage Council website linked to each 
other. He related that a Heritage Council member had cataloged and helped to move the 
City’s inventory of historic materials into storage at Luscher Farm. 
 
Summary of January 6, 2001 City Council Goal Setting Meeting 
 
Ms. McGuire reported that she had presented the HRAB’s proposed goals to the City 
Council at the Council’s goal setting meeting.  She related that two people, including a 
Councilor, had suggested that the Board provide plaques to be displayed on local historic 
structures.  The members agreed to a project to contact owners of properties on the 
Landmark Designation List to determine those who were interested in displaying a small metal 
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plaque indicating the historic name and construction date of the structure.  They decided to 
recommend that the City budget funds for the recognition program. 
 
Iron Smelter Restoration Project 
 
Mr. Sin reported that the City had allocated $150,000 for the iron smelter restoration project 
and had completed an assessment of the condition of the structure.  Requests for Proposals to 
stabilize the structure were to be issued.  He suggested the HRAB take responsibility for 
researching historical information to be displayed on reader boards at the site.  Mr. Sin and 
Mr. Campbell confirmed the smelter was on its original site and described the structure as 36 
square feet in area at its base and 32 square feet in area at its top, with a 12 to 14 foot deep 
foundation.  Mr. Campbell related that the upper portion of the structure had been added by 
Oswego Iron Company when they took over.  He explained that the smelter had produced 
the first iron on the Pacific Coast.  He also suggested that the role of Chinese workers in the 
area should be remembered.  Ms. McGuire recalled that two ironworkers’ cottages still stood 
in Old Town on Wilbur and Church streets.   
 
Introduction of Guest 
 
Mr. Sin introduced Gary Mimnaugh, a candidate for an open position on the HRAB.  Mr. 
Mimnaugh related that he had grown up in the community and had always been interested in 
the history of Lake Oswego.  He described how he had restored an historic nut-drying barn 
near Newberg, which was currently being used as a winery.   
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Chair McGuire adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:45 
PM.  The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, March 14, 2001.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
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