
  
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

October 10. 2001 
 

================================================================================= 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the October 10, 2001 meeting of the Historic Resources 
Advisory Board to order at 7:05 PM in the Human Resources Conference Room of City 
Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon.      
 
Members present included Chair McGuire, Kasey Brooks Holwerda, Gary Mimnaugh 
and Howard Shapiro.  Vice Chair Kimberly Gruetter was excused and Bryan Daum was 
absent.  Julia Marx, Matt Grady, Barry Cain and Irene Bowers attended as guests.  Staff 
present was Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Ms. Holwerda moved for approval of the Minutes of September 12, 2001 with 
minor corrections by Ms. McGuire.  Mr. Shapiro seconded the motion and it passed 
by unanimous vote.   
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Summary of Joint Council and Boards meeting 
 
Ms. McGuire reported that she, Mr. Mimnaugh and Ms. Brooks Holwerda had attended 
a joint meeting of the City Council and representatives of the City’s Boards and 
Commissions on September 18, 2001.  They had reported the HRAB was working on 
updating First Addition and Old Town walking brochures; the Board’s role in 
redevelopment of Block 138; a project to use plaques to designate historic houses; Code 
revisions that would make it easier for owners of historic homes to make some changes 
to the structures; Smelter restoration; Headgate restoration; and the concept of 
preservation easements. 
 
 Summary of Chair McGuire’s meeting with the Mayor 
 
Ms. McGuire reported that she had attended the Lake Oswego Coordinating Council 
meeting on September 20, 2001 along with the other chairs of City boards and 
commission.  She related that the attendees had primarily discussed term limits for 
board members and the process of selection of board and commission members.  They 
had agreed that term limits were not necessary.  They had also recommended that the 
interview be at least 15 minutes in length; the application form should be divided into 
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general and a board-specific sections; alternates should be appointed to fill a position 
when a member resigned from a board; and applicants should be required to attend at 
least one board meeting prior to their interview.   
 
Smelter Christmas Ornament 
 
Mr. Sin advised the City Council was considering the City Manager’s proposal to sell a 
bronze iron smelter ornament for Christmas 2002.  He said that $5.00 of the proceeds 
from each sale would be directed toward HRAB projects.   
 
Lake Oswego Asset Voters Coalition 
 
Ms. McGuire announced that the HRAB had been issued two tickets to hear Clay 
Roberts, a youth development expert, speak at an October 24, 2001 breakfast meeting.  
Mr. Mimnaugh was to attend the meeting. 
 
Heritage Council  
 
Ms. Holwerda related that she was to be appointed to the History Committee of the 
Oswego Heritage Council and she suggested that the HRAB invite the Council’s new 
president, Larry Keating, to a meeting.   
 
New member interviews 
 
Mr. Sin announced that interviews for open HRAB positions were scheduled for mid-
November.   
 

IV. ACTION ITEM 
 
Election of Officers 
 
Ms. Holwerda nominated Jeannie McGuire for re-election to the position of Chair 
of the Historic Resources Advisory Board.  Mr. Mimnaugh seconded the 
nomination and Ms. McGuire was elected by unanimous vote.   
 
Ms. Holwerda nominated Kimberly Gruetter for the position of vice chair of the 
Historic Resources Advisory Board.  Mr. Shapiro seconded the nomination and Ms. 
Gruetter was unanimously elected.   
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Historic Element in Block 138 
 
Barry Cain and Matt Grady, Gramor Oregon, Inc., presented their firm’s concept 
plan for the Block 138 redevelopment project.  Irene Bowers, Mayer Landscape 
Architects, presented the landscape aspect of the plan.  The development team 
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explained that the project would feature six buildings around a four-story parking 
structure.  They reported that the ground floor levels would include storefront retail 
uses, there would be one or two restaurants, and upper levels would be office uses.  
They pointed out the buildings would be connected by covered walkways and separated 
by courtyards.  They said they intended to incorporate historical elements as well as 
water features in the project.  They envisioned ironwork detailing on the buildings and a 
wrought iron railing along State Street.  They said that the patterned brick paving to be 
installed along First Street would be extended into the development.   
 
Ms. McGuire encouraged the developer’s team to retain the existing 1950’s–vintage 
grocery store sign.  She then reviewed the list of potential projects the Board members 
desired to see in the project:   
 
• Bronze cast plaques of historic events or people in Lake Oswego to be located along 

the curved wall between the upper and lower level of Millennium Park.  
• A sculptured piece that represented an historic icon or theme from the City’s past. 
• An informational kiosk to display a changing exhibit of historic photographs (that 

might also serve as a public information center). 
• A flag display of United States, Oregon and Lake Oswego flags that included a 

plaque that described each flag.   
• Inscribed bricks in a main walkway area.  Proceeds from the sale of inscriptions to 

be used for HRAB projects.  
• A time capsule. 
 
In the ensuing discussion, the development team agreed to look for ways to incorporate 
historical elements in the project.   The Board generally agreed that the developer could 
select appropriate locations for the plaques.  The members recalled for the development 
team that the City had been home to some famous water skiers; Olympic swimmer, Don 
Schollander; Linda Carter (“Wonder Woman”); Linus Pauling and the Jantzen family.  
They advised the team that the Oswego Heritage Council could provide photographs for 
display in the kiosk.  Ms. McGuire recommended that the flag display be lit at night and 
she suggested the display should include a commemorative plaque in remembrance of 
the victims of the September 11, 2001 World Trade Center massacre.  Members of both 
the developer’s team and the Board recalled that the City tentatively planned to install a 
flag display in Millennium Park.  Ms. Bowers showed illustrations of large historic 
plaques that the City of Portland had installed along the East Bank walkway.  The 
development team agreed to look for locations for plaques within the project if the City 
paid for them, but they advised that if the plaques were installed in Millennium Park 
they would be more readily visible to tourists and other park visitors.  They also 
clarified for the members that special event banners were subject to the City’s Sign 
Standards.   
 
Mr. Sin recommended that the Board discuss installation of historic plaques in 
Millennium Park with Bob Galante, Director of the Lake Oswego Redevelopment 
Agency.  The members decided to invite Mr. Galante to attend their next Board 
meeting.   

 
City of Lake Oswego Historic Resources Advisory Board Page 3 of 5 
Minutes of October 10. 2001 



 
Historic Plaques 
 
The Board generally agreed to use the term “plaques” rather than “markers.”  Mr. 
Shapiro reported that a local vendor had provided the lowest cost estimate of $32.00 per 
8” x 11” plaque (if ordered in quantities of one dozen).  He agreed to clarify for the 
vendor that the lettering on each plaque would be unique and to invite the vendor to the 
next meeting so the members could see an example of his work.  They reviewed a draft 
letter that invited owners of historic properties to consider an historic plaque for their 
site.  They decided to postpone final approval of the draft letter until they could 
correctly describe the material to be used.  They agreed it was not necessary for the 
letter to specify the number of plaques to be awarded, because that would be determined 
by the final cost per plaque.  They decided to attach a picture of the plaque to the letter.   
 
HRAB website 
 
The members agreed to feature the following past events on their new website:  
“Looking Back at Lake Oswego – Old Town On View” (1994); “Looking Back at Lake 
Oswego – A Second Look at First Addition” (1995); “Marylhurst – Her Habits and 
History” (1996); and a Westside Baptist Church “show and tell” event where Lake 
Grove residents recalled the area’s history.   
 
HRAB Priorities for 2001-2002 
 
Ms. McGuire recalled that the Board had maintained a merit award program between 
1994 and 1997.  HRAB members decided to reinstate the program and schedule an 
awards presentation during National Historic Preservation Week.  They agreed to 
suggest candidates for the award at their next meeting.   
 
Headgate Design/Site 
 
The members generally agreed to prioritize the Headgate project in their 2002 work 
program.  Mr. Mimnaugh volunteered to measure and diagram the Headgate and design 
footings for it.  Other members agreed to find and provide him with photographs of the 
Headgate in its original condition.  They anticipated their proposal to the City Council 
would include that photograph, a photograph of the Headgate taken during the 1996 
flood and an illustration of what the new display would look like.   
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for November 14, 2001.  There being no further 
business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:03 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
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