
  
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

November 13, 2002 
 

================================================================================= 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the November 13, 2002 meeting of the Historic 
Resources Advisory Board to order at 7:05 p.m. in the Human Resources Conference 
Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon.      
 
Members present included Chair McGuire, Charles Hagen, Kathleen Harriman, Kasey 
Brooks Holwerda*, Sarah Neitzel and Howard Shapiro.  Vice Chair Kimberly Gruetter 
was excused.  Julia Marx attended as a guest.  Staff present was Sidaro Sin, Associate 
Planner.   
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of June 12, 2002; July 10, 2002; and August 4, 2002 were approved by 
unanimous agreement.   
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Statewide Historic Properties Listing 
 
The Board examined a copy of an Oregon State Parks Department publication that 
listed preservation projects by county.  They observed that no Lake Oswego sites were 
listed.  They asked the staff to research how to list local projects in the publication.   
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Trueblood House 
 
The HRAB prepared for a December 17, 2002 City Council work session regarding 
Trueblood House.  They discussed the issue of access to the house.  Mr. Hagen 
presented a drawing that showed a possible configuration for the driveway and garage.  
He confirmed it would not impact significant trees. He suggested that the garage feature 
the same style roof as the house.  He noted that the driveway did not have to be hard 
surfaced.  The members examined the relationship between site access and access to 
adjacent properties.  They recalled examples of other historic homes where 
reconstructed or expanded garages did not adversely impact the integrity of the house.  
Mr. Sin reported that nearby property owners were waiting for a proposal from the 
Board regarding access.  The members discussed the possibility of presenting several 
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options of access configuration and they agreed to show the neighbors Mr. Hagen’s 
illustration of how it might be configured.  They directed the staff to invite the 
neighboring property owners to the City Council work session and they thanked Mr. 
Hagen for his efforts. 
 
Mr. Sin then listed project-related issues for Board discussion.  He suggested that the 
HRAB ask the City Attorney to confirm that the City could use the County Assessor’s 
valuation of the site to determine the amount to reimburse the Open Space bond fund.  
He recommended that the Board ask the City Attorney to advise them regarding the 
extent of deed restrictions that could be applied to the site.  He advised that different 
access configurations could require the consent of the adjacent property owners, the 
City and perhaps ODOT.  He explained that Planning Department staff had advised that 
because the site consisted of three legal lots of record that had been created prior to the  
adoption of Clackamas County partition regulations the project might only require a lot 
line adjustment and not a partition.  He observed the lot line could be adjusted in a 
manner that would accommodate Mr. Hagen’s illustration, except that the lot would 
have to feature a certain length of frontage along Highway 43 to conform to Zoning 
Code requirements.  He confirmed that the R-15 Zone required the new lot size to be at 
least 15,000 square feet.  The Board noted that part of the new lot would include the 
area of a utility easement and they indicated they felt the value of that area should be 
discounted for reimbursement purposes.  They agreed to discuss how to market the site, 
what should be included in the application packet and selection criteria at their next 
meeting. 
 
The HRAB then reviewed the house inventory and discussed what features and items to 
require to be retained by the new owner.  They agreed the original doors, windows, 
moldings and baseboards should be required to be saved.  They agreed that if the owner 
desired to replace the wall sconces, hardware, kitchen cupboards or downstairs toilet he 
was to be required to remove and store those items in the house in a manner that would 
allow them to be reinstalled at a future time.  They agreed that some bench seats could 
be removed and stored, but the bench seats on either side of the fireplace were not to be 
removed.  They emphasized that any uninstalled items were to be stored somewhere on 
the property and none were allowed to be destroyed.   
 
*Ms. Brooks Holwerda left the meeting. 
 
The Board members acknowledged that it might be necessary to replace the gutters with 
new gutters in a style that was in keeping with the original style of the house.  After 
examining old photographs of the house the group concluded that one room of the 
house had originally been a screened porch and it had subsequently been enclosed.  
They agreed that room could be restored as a porch or maintained as it was currently 
built  (with any new windows to resemble those of the original house), but it could not 
be entirely removed.  The Board questioned the need for the restrictive provisions to 
mention shifting of interior walls or adding a second bathroom.  They decided to leave 
that language out of the document.  They agreed that the garage could be demolished or 
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restored as a vintage-style freestanding or attached garage.  Mr. Sin agreed to update the 
draft restrictions and present them at the next meeting. 
 
Worker’s Cottage Update 
 
Mr. Sin suggested that the Board arrange to meet with the Oswego Heritage Council to 
discuss the Worker’s Cottage project.  He related that it would be necessary to estimate 
the cost of moving the cottage.  He announced that the City Council had accepted the 
George Rogers Park Master Plan.  He advised the Board to seek an amendment that 
would include the cottage in the Plan.  
 
Review HRAB Accomplishments for 2002 
 
Mr. Sin presented a draft report of 2002 HRAB accomplishments to forward to the City 
Council and he distributed copies of the 2001-2002 HRAB Priorities and the 2001-2002 
HRAB Work Program.  The members recalled their progress on the Headgate project 
and noted they were waiting for funds to be available for the interpretive center.  They 
listed the Worker’s Cottage project and their recommendation for an historic element in 
the Block 138 development.  They also listed their work on the Trueblood House 
project.    
 
HRAB Goals for 2003-2004 
 
The HRAB agreed to continue their work on the Landmark Designation Listing 
(updating and adding more properties to the list), the Worker’s Cottage and Trueblood 
House and to continue to provide advice regarding the restoration of the Iron Smelter.   
They planned to develop a list of candidates for and plan the next Landmark Plaque 
project and Merit Award project.  They acknowledged that although the Board had 
never submitted a formal recommendation regarding the location of the Headgate 
display, they had agreed to the City’s choice of site.  They planned to continue to 
increase local and regional awareness of Lake Oswego history.  They noted that the 
historic walk brochures should to be updated.  They asked the staff to insert information 
about Trueblood House on the City website and to include photographs of homes that 
had received Landmark Plaques. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Smelter Ornaments 
 
Mr. Sin announced that the design of the Smelter Ornaments could be viewed on the 
City’s website. 
 
Heritage House Presentation 
 
Ms. McGuire explained the City Library and the Oswego Heritage Council planned to 
hold a monthly “First Wednesday” program focusing on different topics.  They had 
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asked the HRAB to present a program on historic homes on April 2, 2003.  The 
members agreed to participate in the program and they planned to review and update 
the Board’s slide presentation of historic homes at a future meeting in order to prepare 
for the First Wednesday presentation. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for December 11, 2002.  The Board also planned to 
attend a City Council work session on December 17, 2002.  There being no further 
business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p. m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
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