
  
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

July 9, 2003 
 

================================================================================= 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the July 9, 2003 meeting of the Historic Resources 
Advisory Board to order at 7:05 p.m. in the Human Resources Conference Room of 
City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present included Chair McGuire, Charles Hagen*, Jodie MacLean and Sarah 
Neitzel.  Vice Chair Kasey Brooks Holwerda and Howard Shapiro were excused.  City 
Councilor Gay Graham attended the meeting as Council Liaison.  Guests present 
included Scott Siegal and Julie Marx.  Staff present was Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
None. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
National Trust Conference 2005 

Ms. MacLean reported that she had requested information and forms from the National 
Trust for the HRAB to use to submit a proposal to host a field session during the 
national group’s 2005 conference in Portland.  The members decided to review that 
information before they committed to the project. 
 
“Rosentreter House” 

The Board continued its project to determine whether a house on 5th Street or a house 
on 7th Street was actually the “Rosentreter House.”  Ms. MacLean reported that her 
research showed that a house had been constructed by Graff Rosentreter on the corner 
of C Avenue and 1st Street and subsequently moved to 7th street, and Albert Rosentreter 
had constructed another house on 5th Street.  The board decided to discuss the matter 
with Rosentreter descendants and long-time local residents. 
 
Susan Headlee Resignation 

Chair McGuire announced that the HRAB had received a formal letter of resignation 
from Susan Headlee. 
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Centennial Celebration 

Councilor Gay Graham related that she had encouraged the Chamber of Commerce to 
work with the HRAB as they planned events for the City’s 2010 centennial celebration. 
 
Historic District Formation Policy 

Mr. Sin reported that the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) was proposing to 
revise the procedure for placing historic districts on the National Register of Historic 
Places.  He distributed copies of the new procedure to the members.  He and Ms. 
MacLean explained the new procedure was intended to ensure there was appropriate 
public involvement and support for a new district. 
 
Historic Photographs 

Chair McGuire announced that sets of historic photographs were available from the 
City’s public affairs office. 
 
Oswego Heritage Council Preservation Strategy 

Ms. McGuire observed that the Oswego Heritage Council newsletter reported that the 
group was developing strategies for preserving historic resources during 
implementation of the George Rogers Park Master Plan.  The Board directed the staff to 
find out if the Council would welcome an HRAB liaison at meetings where the Council 
discussed their preservation efforts. 
 
Student HRAB Member 

Councilor Graham announced that high school students had been invited to serve on a 
“shadow” City Council and participate on advisory boards starting in September 2003. 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Trueblood House 

Mr. Sin reported that the neighbors of Trueblood House had agreed to share driveway 
access off Glenmorrie Terrace with the City during an informal meeting with the City 
Manager.  The access would consist of two lanes over the existing shared driveway and 
could serve future house occupants.  He said the City had subsequently arranged for 
land and tree surveys.  He cautioned that preserving and marketing the structure was 
still contingent upon obtaining an Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) 
access permit and City Council approval of the project.  Councilor Graham encouraged 
the Board to keep in contact with serious potential buyers so that the Council could be 
assured that if they approved the sale the transaction would be swift and the City would 
not be faced with another situation where vandals destroyed a vacant historic structure.  
Mr. Sin confirmed for the Board that the Council had previously considered moving the 
structure, but decided not to after they learned the move would impact too many trees.  
The HRAB directed Mr. Sin to apply for the access permit and to provide them with a 
list of parties who had expressed an interest in purchasing the house.  He related that the 
City had estimated the value of the structure and open space at $150,000 to $200,000 
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and he advised that the Open Space Acquisition Fund was to be repaid an amount equal 
to the value of the house and lot that were sold. 
 
Mission Statement/HRAB Role 

The Board reviewed and edited a draft Mission Statement to make it more concise.  
Then they considered how to prioritize the large number of projects in their 2003 Work 
Plan.  They anticipated the Board would formally accept the draft Mission Statement 
and draft 2003 Work Plan at the next meeting where a quorum was present. 
 
* Mr. Hagen joined the meeting at 7:45 p.m. 
 
HRAB members agreed that time-sensitive projects such as the Block 138 Historic 
Element, Trueblood House and an historic element for Glenmorrie Park should have 
highest priority.  Projects they anticipated could be accomplished by the end of the 
2003 calendar year were: update Walking Tour Brochures; implement a program to 
encourage owners of historic homes to add them to the City’s Landmark Designation 
List; contact owners of homes on the National Register of Historic Places to encourage 
them to place their sites on the City’s Landmark Designation List; talk with 
neighborhood associations to ensure they were aware that the HRAB and the City 
Library were interested in working with them to prepare and record a history of their 
district; work with the Oswego Heritage Council on a combined Worker’s Cottage and 
Iron Smelter restoration project; determine appropriate projects for high school age 
volunteers; continue work on the Headgate display project; and provide 
recommendations regarding Chapter 58 in preparation for the City’s periodic review of 
the Comprehensive Plan.  They anticipated that 2004 projects would include planning a 
program for National Historic Preservation Week; preparing Merit Award and 
Landmark Designation Plaque presentations; and participating in Farmer’s Market.  
They agreed that ongoing projects were to be: to create an HRAB web page (perhaps an 
appropriate project for student volunteers) and be available for community 
presentations.  Ms. MacLean volunteered to work together with a City Librarian to 
compile a schedule of neighborhood association meetings and coordinate the collection 
of neighborhood information. 
 
Merit Award 2004 

The members recalled that Mr. Hagen had volunteered to provide a graphic illustration 
for the Merit Award, but they noted they had not yet enlisted a calligrapher. 
 
Chapter 58, Historic Preservation & Frequently Asked Questions 

The Board revised a draft of the “Frequently Asked Questions” brochure.  They 
suggested additional questions, including:  
 

• What makes a property “historic”? 
• What is the difference between the National Register of Historic Places and the 

National Trust for Historic Preservation? 
• What role does the federal government have in historic preservation? 
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Mr. Sin planned to update the draft document prior to the next meeting.  The members 
agreed to discuss recommendations for Chapter 58 at that meeting. 
 
Farmer’s Market Table 

The HRAB agreed to arrange for a table at the Farmer’s Market in 2004. 
 
Walking Tour Brochures 

Chair McGuire and Mr. Sin described the content and format of the newly updated 
Walking Tour Brochures.  They recognized a need to reconcile names and descriptions 
of historic homes in the brochures with those on the City’s Landmark Designation List.  
Mr. Sin reported that the City was in the process of determining whether the publication 
could be produced in-house.  Chair McGuire anticipated the HRAB would begin 
working on a brochure for the Lake Grove neighborhood next.  Councilor Graham 
encouraged the Board to work closely with the City Library and neighborhood 
associations as they created the brochures. 
 
Glenmorrie Park – Historic Element 

Mr. Sin reported the Parks & Recreation Department was working on a project to 
improve Glenmorrie Park and had invited the HRAB to recommend an historic element 
for the park.  He explained the cost of the element would be included in the park 
improvement budget, and a consultant was currently creating a draft plan.  Chair 
McGuire suggested a landscaped reader board like the one in Old Town.  The members 
agreed to read the history of the Glenmorrie neighborhood on the City’s website and e-
mail their ideas to Mr. Sin by the following Monday when Ms. MacLean and Mr. 
Hagen were to represent the Board in a meeting with the consultant. 
 
Block 138 – Historic Element 

The HRAB discussed the type and location of an historic element in Block 138.  Ms. 
MacLean had drafted a letter suggesting an interactive computerized kiosk, an etched 
plaque on a pedestal, or a wall-mounted historic photograph and narrative at the corner 
of State Street and A Avenue.  The members asked if there were other public areas in or 
at the lake edge of the development for the display.  Mr. Sin related the City Manager’s 
suggestion that the element be placed in the public right-of-way where it would be 
controlled and monitored by the City.  The Board requested that Mr. Sin ask permission 
from the Lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency for the members to visit the site during 
an August weekend to look for an appropriate site for the historic element. 
 
Election of Officers 

Election of officers was postponed until September for lack of a quorum. 
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V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Meeting  

The Board decided not to hold a regular meeting in August, when they planned an 
unofficial visit to Block 138. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 

 
 
 
Approved 9/10/03 
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