
  
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

November 12, 2003 
 

================================================================================= 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Co-chair Jeannie McGuire called the November 12, 2003, meeting of the Historic 
Resources Advisory Board to order at 7:16 p.m. in the Human Resources Conference 
Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present included Co-chairs Jeannie McGuire and Kasey Brooks Holwerda, 
Charles Hagen, Sarah Neitzel, Howard Shapiro and Scot Siegel.  Haley Johnson and 
Jodie MacLean were excused.  Staff present was Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner and 
Jerry Knippel, Special Projects Manager. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
None. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Grant Programs 
 
Ms. McGuire circulated a Historic Preservation League of Oregon (HPLO) newsletter 
and pointed out that it listed grant programs. 
 
Naming Park Sites 
 
The Board discussed an invitation from the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
(PRAB) to participate in naming and renaming park sites.  The members saw no historic 
tie to two sites in Red Fox Hills and on the Palisades Reservoir, but they agreed to 
submit a name for a new park on the historic Jarvis property at the mouth of Tryon 
Creek on the Willamette River.  The members agreed to email their suggestions to Mr. 
Sin.  They suggested the park on the Hart property adjoining George Rogers Park be 
named “Trueblood Park.” 
 
Meeting of Historic Preservation Advocates 
 
Ms. McGuire reported she had attended a meeting of representatives of historic groups 
that had been sponsored by the Oregon Parks and Recreation, Heritage Conservation 
Division.  She reported the participants had discussed preservation issues.  She 
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suggested the Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) consider planning an event 
jointly with historic preservation advocates in West Linn. 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Heritage Tree Challenge 
 
This discussion was postponed to a later meeting. 
 
Glenmorrie Park 
 
Jerry Knippel, Special Project Manager, described the Glenmorrie Park project.  He 
reported interest in the park site had increased over the years until the project had been 
funded with $200,000 last year.  He reported that an architect had been hired to design 
the park and two neighborhood meetings had been held.  He anticipated the design 
would reflect the history of the site, which had been part of the Morrie Estate.  Mr. 
Morrie had hired an English gardener in the 1800’s to create elaborate landscaping and 
stonework.  The three-acre park would feature rock wall seating, an interpretive area, an 
orchard of flowering trees and a small play structure.  Mr. Knippel explained two-thirds 
of the site was within a protected resource conservation area and the park was to 
function as a neighborhood park and not a destination park.  The only available parking 
would be along Brookhurst Drive.  A pathway would connect the park to the sidewalk 
along Highway 43.  Irrigation was to be installed.  He anticipated that the architect 
would present a proposal to the HRAB for the historic element in the park.  He reported 
some neighbors wanted the park to be fenced to protect their yards.  He confirmed there 
would be no active sports fields or picnic shelters in the park. 
 
George Rogers Park:  Smelter & Interpretation Center 
 
The Board examined an October 29, 2003 memorandum from the Parks and Recreation 
Department, “Recommendation on Oswego Heritage Council/Historic Resources 
Advisory Board Proposal for George Rogers Park,” and a document containing the 
formal response to the PRAB memo from the Oswego Heritage Council (OHC) and the 
HRAB.  The response reflected the Board’s disappointment that HRAB suggestions 
regarding historic elements had not been sufficiently considered in planning the park. 
 
Mr. Hagen moved to endorse the OHC/HRAB response to the PRAB 
memorandum.  Mr. Shapiro seconded the motion and discussion followed. 
 
Mr. Knippel then explained that the Parks and Recreation Department had designated 
an area for historic interpretation between the smelter and the restroom, and had hired a 
consultant, Greenworks, to design it.  He explained that Willamette Greenway 
restrictions made it a challenge to find a place for the Workers Cottage within the park.  
He promised to provide the Board with additional information about the contract and 
updated drawings. 
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The motion passed by unanimous vote of members present.  Ms. Johnson and Ms. 
MacLean were not present. 
 
Walking Tour Brochures 
 
Mr. Sin reported that the new Walking Tour brochures would be ready for HRAB 
review after the GIS Department furnished a map. 
 
Trueblood House Update 
 
Mr. Sin reported that ODOT had approved the City’s request for an access permit for 
the Trueblood House property.  He recalled the history of the Board’s effort to save the 
house from demolition after the City purchased the site for Open Space.  He 
summarized the HRAB plan to sell the house to a private party with a Preservation 
Easement and other conditions, including a time limit for rehabilitating it, and a list of 
specific features that were to be preserved.  He advised that proceeds from the sale were 
to be used to reimburse the Open Space Bond Fund.  The Board members confirmed 
they would allow the existing garage to be removed and rebuilt elsewhere on the site.  
They anticipated the HRAB would assist the City Council by initially reviewing 
prospective buyers’ preservation plans.  They indicated a consensus to remove a 
condition that the owner of the house must occupy the residence.  They directed Mr. Sin 
to ask the City Attorney to review their outlined proposal before it was forwarded to 
City Council.  They considered, but made no decision, about adding a condition to 
address whether or not the garage could be made into an accessory living unit.  Mr. Sin 
had explained that the City limited the size of accessory dwellings. 
 
Ms. Neitzel moved to forward the Issues & Process Outline for Trueblood House 
to the City Council after the City Attorney had reviewed it.  Mr. Hagen seconded 
the motion and it passed by unanimous vote of those members present.  Ms. Johnson 
and Ms. McLean were not present. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
City Council/HRAB Meeting Summary  
 
Mr. Sin recapped the October 14, 2003 City Council/HRAB meeting.  He recalled the 
Council had directed HRAB to move forward and plan a tour of Lake Oswego (possibly 
including Trueblood House) for the National Historic Trust 2005 convention attendees.  
He recalled the Council had directed the staff to pursue grants for the Iron Smelter 
Project when the time was appropriate.  HRAB members commented the current time 
was appropriate and they asked Mr. Sin to at least order the forms right away.  Mr. Sin 
recalled the Councilors had suggested that HRAB work with PRAB if the house was 
saved.  The Board generally agreed that they would work with PRAB to plan features, 
such as the pathway.  Mr. Sin recalled that Councilor McPeak had commented that 
some kind of historic element could still be planned in the Foothills District. 
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Block 138 Historic Element 
 
Mr. Sin reported the Lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency was working on the historic 
element for Block 138, and it would include a sketch of the old Davidson Pharmacy. 
 
Glenmorrie Historic Elements 
 
Mr. Hagen reported his scheduled meeting with the park architect had been postponed. 
 
National Register Lake Oswego Properties Letter 
 
The board prepared to send a letter and an application form to owners of properties that 
were on the National Register of Historic Places, but not on the City’s Landmark 
Designation Listing.  Ms. Neitzel volunteered to solicit new applications for the City’s 
Listing. 
 
Merit Award 
 
Mr. Hagen confirmed that he would illustrate the Merit Award. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:49 p. m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
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