
  
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

January 14, 2004 
 

================================================================================= 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Co-chair Jeannie McGuire called the January 14, 2004 meeting of the Historic 
Resources Advisory Board to order at approximately 7:00 p.m. in the Human Resources 
Conference Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present included Co-chairs Jeannie McGuire and Kasey Brooks Holwerda*, 
John Gordon, Charles Hagen, Sarah Neitzel, Howard Shapiro and Scot Siegel.  Haley 
Johnson was excused.  Alternate Eric Baker was also present.  City Councilor Gay 
Graham attended the meeting as Council Liaison.  Staff present was Sidaro Sin, 
Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of September 10, 2004 and October 8, 2004 were approved by 
unanimous agreement of those members eligible to vote after the members corrected the 
spelling of the names “Kuo” and “Gustav.” 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
New Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) Member 
 
The Board welcomed new member, John Gordon, to service on the HRAB. 
 
George Rogers Park Historic Interpretation Design Task Force 
 
Ms. McGuire announced that she had been appointed to serve on the George Rogers 
Park Historic Interpretation Design Task Force, which was to hold its first meeting on 
January 21, 2004.  She reported that the Old Town Neighborhood representative was to 
chair the Task Force and Bob Kincaid and Kim Gilmer were the staff liaisons.  
Councilor Gay Graham clarified that the Task Force was to report directly to the City 
Council and their work was to be completed in March 2004. 
 
Library Gift 
 
The Board circulated a letter from the Library director thanking the HRAB for their gift 
of the book, In Search of Ancient Oregon – A Geological and Natural History. 
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Laidlaw House Addition 
 
Ms. McGuire reported that she had attended a pre-application conference with Mr. 
Hagen and Ms. Brooks Holwerda to discuss a plan for an addition to the Laidlaw 
House.  She observed that the proposed change would not diminish its historic value.  
She circulated application materials. 
 
Heritage Planning Association of Oregon 
 
Mr. Siegel announced that he was running for election to the vice presidency of the 
American Planning Association of Oregon. 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Trueblood House 
 
Mr. Sin reported that he was to work with Bob Kincaid, Special Projects; and David 
Powell, City Attorney; to refine the Trueblood House Preservation Plan before the City 
published a Request for Proposals regarding the site.  He anticipated the Request would 
be circulated in another month or two.  He reported that the City Council had agreed to 
solicit proposals in which each applicant could propose to either purchase the house and 
property, or lease the property.  He clarified that the issue of access had been resolved 
with ODOT in a manner that would close Glenmorrie Terrace (a private drive) and 
permit access from Highway 43 through Tax Lot 700 to the Trueblood House and the 
City-owned Open Space.  He anticipated the access would be improved in the spring 
and an open house could be scheduled during the summer.  He advised that persons 
who represented the City might not be allowed to submit a proposal.  This will be 
clarified through the City Attorney’s Office. 
 
Walking Tour Brochures 
 
Mr. Sin circulated a mock up of the new Walking Tour Brochure.  He anticipated that 
the staff would take new photographs to insert in the brochure. 
 
George Rogers Park:  Smelter and Interpretation Center 
 
Councilor Graham read aloud the City Council’s Charge Statement to the George 
Rogers Park Historic Interpretation Design Task Force.  The group’s responsibilities 
included recommending the size, location, and content of the historical interpretation 
area.  They were to submit a proposal to the Council by March 15, 2004 that was 
compatible with the rest of the park’s master plan and that included a budget and an 
implementation plan. 
 
*Ms. Brooks Holwerda joined the meeting at 7:35 p.m. 
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Landmark Designation Plaques Program 
 
Mr. Sin reported that there was sufficient funding available to purchase plaques for the 
remaining eight houses whose owners had requested a plaque last year.  He said he had 
mailed letters to the owners to find out if they still wanted to participate in the program.  
He advised that two owners wanted different names on the plaques than were on the 
City’s Landmark Designation Listing.  He reported that the owners of the Laidlaw 
House had asked that their family name be used because Dr. Laidlaw had died soon 
after the house was constructed and their family had owned it since then.  The Board 
stressed that the Laidlaw name should be retained and they suggested calling the house 
the “Laidlaw-Ryan House.”  Mr. Sin reported that the owners of the Harris House 
wanted their house to be named after its designer – Sundeleaf – rather than “Harris” 
because of negative connotations resulting from a contentious Harris family divorce.  
When the members indicated they supported using the historic name, Harris, Ms. 
Brooks Holwerda offered to discuss the name with the owners. 
 
National Trust for Historic Preservation - 2005 Conference 
 
Board members suggested what features and activities could be included in a tour of 
Lake Oswego for persons attending the 2005 Conference of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation.  Their suggestions included a presentation describing the local 
iron industry; tours of local historic homes; a visit to the Farmers’ Market; a trolley ride 
and a barge tour around the lake.  Mr. Siegel agreed to work with Jodie Maclean and 
incorporate members’ suggestions into several concept tours to discuss at the next 
meeting.  Mr. Sin agreed to investigate whether the City would pay for HRAB members 
to attend the conference. 
 
Merit Award 
 
The Board members voted unanimously to present the Merit Award to Susanna Kuo for 
her work related to the iron industry.  They anticipated they would present it to Ms. Kuo 
in May.  They discussed the design of the award.  Mr. Hagen volunteered to provide the 
artwork. 
 
Lakeview Village (Block 138) Historic Element 
 
Mr. Sin reported that the director of the Lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency (LORA) 
had advised him that LORA was still working on a plan for an historic element in 
Lakeview Village. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Landmark Designation List 
 
The Board examined a draft letter to be mailed to four owners of homes that had been 
recognized by the National Trust of Historic Places, but that were not on the City’s 
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Landmark Designation List.  The letter invited them to place their properties on the 
local list.  Attached to the letter were a copy of the Landmark Designation List; 
information about each house; and an application form.  Mr. Sin offered to create and 
attach a “Frequently Asked Questions” section that would also indicate that he was the 
contact staff person. 
 
New Fee to Alter Exterior of Landmark Designated Structure 
 
The members discussed a 2004 change to the City’s schedule of fees that imposed a 
$493.00 fee previously only applied to new construction to an application for exterior 
alteration of a landmark structure.  They observed the new fee discouraged owners from 
listing historic properties on the Landmark Designation List.  They decided to draft a 
letter to the City Council that explained their opposition to the fee. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p. m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
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