
  
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

April 14, 2004 
 

================================================================================= 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

Co-chair Kasey Brooks Holwerda called the April 14, 2004, meeting of the Historic 
Resources Advisory Board to order at approximately 7:00 p.m. in the Human Resources 
Conference Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present included Co-chair Brooks Holwerda, John Gordon, Charles Hagen, 
Howard Shapiro and Scot Siegel*.  Sarah Neitzel and Co-chair Jeannie McGuire were 
excused.  Haley Johnson was absent.  Susanna Kuo attended as a guest.  City Councilor 
Gay Graham attended the meeting as Council Liaison.  Staff present was Sidaro Sin, 
Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

The Minutes of November 12, 2003 were approved by unanimous agreement of those 
members eligible to vote. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

Oswego Heritage Council Resolution 

Ms. Brooks Holwerda reported that the Oswego Heritage Council had requested that the 
Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) officially endorse a resolution they were to 
present to the City (see George Rogers Park: Smelter and Interpretation Center, below). 
 
Workshop:  Buying an Old House 

Mr. Sin announced that he planned to attend a Bosco Milligan sponsored workshop, “So 
You Want to Buy an Old House,” the following Saturday. 
 
Kinnesman Foundation Grant 

Mr. Sin confirmed the staff was completing an application for a Kinnesman Foundation 
grant (see also HRAB Endorsements, below). 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 

Trueblood House 

Mr. Sin reported that the pre-application conference regarding the Trueblood House 
project had been held on April 8, 2004.  He related that the remaining issue to be 
resolved was whether or not the land use process was required to allow the proposed 
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access.  He advised that the land use process would require protected resource areas to 
be delineated. 
 
*When Mr. Seigel joined the meeting at 7:10 p.m. the Board voted on the Minutes of 
November 12, 2003. 
 
Mr. Sin reported that if the property were sold, the estimated required reimbursement to 
the Open Space Bond Fund would be $180,000 to $200,000 and an experienced 
rehabilitation expert had estimated it would also cost another $180,000 to $200,000 to 
rehabilitate the house.  Meeting participants also acknowledged that although the house 
was in great shape and the housing market was healthy, a new owner would have to live 
with public parking for four cars and public trails very close to the house. 
 
Walking Tour Brochures 

The members discussed the latest draft revision of the Walking Tour brochures and 
confirmed by general consensus that the Old Town tour brochure should include a 
reference to the Tug Master’s House.  They also agreed to retain a reference to the 
Ferdinand-Schwapper House in the First Addition Neighborhood tour brochure and to 
explain that the house had been moved behind another house and was no longer visible 
from the street.  Mr. Sin advised that the house had been removed from the Landmark 
Designation Listing in 2000, before it was moved.  He confirmed a Heritage Tree (a 
sugar maple) at 3rd Street and C Avenue would be described in the brochure. 
 
George Rogers Park:  Smelter and Interpretation Center 
 
The Board examined Ms. Neitzel’s written summary of the recommendation of the 
George Rogers Park Historic Interpretation Design Task Force and other handouts 
showing the concept site plan the Task Force preferred. 
 
Susanna Kuo recalled that project landscape architects had presented four conceptual 
designs and the Task Force had chosen to support the one that located an interpretive 
structure within the designated historic interpretation area and near the furnace and 
planned a pathway to it.  She pointed out that two interpretive panels would be installed 
at the entrance to the park and the others would be installed in the kiosk where they 
would describe the iron industry and how the furnace operated.  She reported that the 
Task Force had found that resin panels would be better than fiberglass or steel panels, 
and the participants wanted to see a roof over the panels to protect readers during all 
seasons.  She clarified the Task Force did not believe it was appropriate to place a panel 
on the historic structure.  She cautioned that documentation of the configuration of a 
similar restored smelter in Connecticut led her to believe that some artifacts - such as 
cooling pipes and a water tank - might be under the proposed location of the roadway.  
She said that although the Task Force had not discussed the possibility of an 
archeological dig, she suggested such a project to dig inside and underneath the hearth 
where hearthstones and the bottom of the crucible might be found.  She concluded that 
part of the furnace was probably buried because old photographs indicated the arch had 
been longer and the currently waist-high wall had been shoulder high.  She suggested 
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that a dig could be conducted prior to the process to stabilize the foundation and it 
might be accomplished under a state program, “Partners in Time,” that used volunteer 
labor supervised by an archeologist.  She recalled that the City had hired a consultant to 
conduct probes for historic artifacts in areas of the park where a new road or pathway 
was proposed.  She anticipated that multiple historic sites could be linked together over 
time.  She related that Friends of Tryon Creek Park were interested in such a link and 
planned to create their own interpretive facility along the creek in what is now called 
Tryon Cove Park.  She said the City Council was scheduled to consider the Task Force-
recommended concept plan for the interpretative center in George Rogers Park on May 
4, 2004. 
 
When the Board noted that Ms. Neitzel’s summary explained that the Task Force had 
decided not to move the Worker’s Cottage, Ms. Kuo recalled the group had decided the 
most historically accurate place for the cottage was in its current location in Old Town, 
where the ironworkers had lived.  She also clarified that the park’s site plan showed 
locations to display one of the iron salamanders (iron buildup) from the furnace and a 
large mass of iron, slag and brick (a “chill”) resulting from a furnace accident that 
would help explain the challenges of operating the furnace.  She confirmed that Task 
Force participants had hoped there would be more use of iron in the park.  She pointed 
out the location of an iron arbor.  She noted the cost estimates for stabilizing and 
accomplishing a cosmetic cleanup of the furnace did not include amounts to excavate 
the hearth to its original level and accomplish interior work.  She explained the 
language in the Oswego Heritage Council Resolution that referred to a “garden room 
kiosk plan” referred to a plan to locate a small contemplative dome on the lawn, away 
from more active lawn activities.  She questioned the accuracy of the estimated cost of 
the interpretive panels and recommended that cost be re-examined.  She explained the 
language in the Resolution - “other park sites” and “where appropriate” – referred to 
Foothills Park and other parks that may feature historic artifacts.   
 
The HRAB members agreed to support the Oswego Heritage Council Resolution 
by unanimous vote of members present. 
 
National Trust for Historic Preservation Week (May 3-9, 2004) 

Mr. Gordon was in charge of creating a display case at City Hall.   He reported that Eric 
Baker had volunteered to help him with the project, which he anticipated would convey 
the national theme for preservation week:  “New Frontiers in Preservation.”  He 
reported that he had ordered this year’s poster from the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation.  The Board members saw an opportunity to use the display to showcase 
the Trueblood House project, plans for the new iron smelter interpretation project, and 
their new Walking Tour brochures.  Councilor Graham offered to help arrange for the 
Board to have a booth for the display at the Farmer’s Market. 
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2005 Conference of the National Trust for Historic Preservation 

Mr. Siegel had volunteered to prepare and present an HRAB proposal to the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation.  The Board wanted to offer a tour of Lake Oswego to 
attendees at the National Trust’s 2005 conference in Portland.  He reported he had 
contacted National Trust staff and then followed up by mailing them an outline 
describing elements that could be incorporated into the tour.  He also reported the 
National Trust was to hold a Preservation Leadership Training Workshop in Astoria, 
Oregon in June 2004. 
 
HRAB Endorsements 

Mr. Sin reported that the Special Projects Department staff was reviewing preservation-
related grant opportunities offered by several groups and foundations.  They had 
advised him that in order to be eligible for a federal $250,000 “Save America’s 
Treasures” grant to restore the smelter furnace the project would have to be elevated to 
national significance.  Ms. Brooks Holwerda suggested that the City apply for the 
federal grant to restore the smelter and also apply for a Kinnesman Foundation grant for 
the interpretive kiosk.  Ms. Kuo reported that she had responded to a request from the 
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to provide them with documentation that 
would help raise the smelter project’s status from state to national level. 
 
Mr. Siegel moved for the HRAB to support the City’s effort to raise the status of 
the furnace to national significance and to support the City’s efforts to pursue 
grants related to historic preservation.  Mr. Shapiro seconded the motion and it 
passed by unanimous vote of the members present. 
 
Ms. Kuo suggested the City look into the Gilmore Foundation (a foundation related to 
Oregon Steel) grants.  Mr. Sin advised the City Council planned to discuss 
opportunities for grants and the City’s fees related to historic structures at their April 
20, 2004 meeting. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 

None. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

The next meeting was scheduled for May 12, 2004.  There being no further business, 
the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
 

Approved 6/9/04 HRAB 
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