
 

 
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES  
 

July 14, 2004 
 

================================================================================= 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Co-chair Jeannie McGuire called the July 14, 2004 meeting of the Historic Resources 
Advisory Board to order at approximately 7:00 p.m. in the Human Resources 
Conference Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present included Co-chairs Jeannie McGuire and Kasey Brooks Holwerda, 
and members John Gordon, Sarah Neitzel, Scot Siegel, and Howard Shapiro.  Haley 
Johnson was excused.  City Councilor Gay Graham attended the meeting as Council 
Liaison.  Susanna Kuo attended as a guest.  Staff present was Sidaro Sin, Associate 
Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of December 10, 2003 were approved by unanimous vote of those 
members eligible to vote. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Youth Members on City Boards 
 
Mr. Sin announced that the City Council had adopted an ordinance that amended the 
Code in a manner that meant that the presence or absence of youth members of City 
boards would not affect the quorum count.  The Board members observed that meant 
that four members would constitute a quorum at a Historic Resources Advisory Board 
(HRAB) meeting.  Later in the meeting it was clarified that the youth member could 
vote in order to voice his/her opinion. 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Susanna Kuo – Furnace Trip Discussion 
 
Susanna Kuo described what she had seen and learned about the early iron industry 
when she and Jerry Knippel, City of Lake Oswego Special Projects Manager, traveled 
to the east coast to visit furnace sites.  She related that they had started in Sharon, 
Connecticut, and visited eleven furnace sites in various stages of restoration or 
disintegration.  She reported they had met several people - including the great nephew 
of George Wilbur, the person who had constructed the Lake Oswego furnace - who 
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guided them to the sites and provided interesting and valuable information about the 
furnaces, how they operated and how some of them had been restored.  She said they 
had met author and industrial archeologist, Victor Relondo, who had written a book 
about iron and charcoal making in Vermont.  She announced that Ed Kirby, an author 
and furnace buff who had guided them to some sites, was scheduled to talk about iron 
furnaces at the Heritage House in Lake Oswego on July 29, 2004.  She explained that 
he planned to focus his presentation on how the Limerock and Beckley furnaces had 
been protected from water damage, and how they had been restored.  She explained that 
there was no other furnace that was the “exact match” for the local furnace, because all 
of the furnaces were different, but the Limerock Furnace seemed to be the most similar 
to Lake Oswego’s furnace.  She circulated photographs she had taken at the sites she 
visited. 
 
The members suggested that the Oswego Heritage Council (OHC) might arrange with 
the City to use City Hall for Mr. Kirby’s talk if they thought they would need a larger 
venue. 
 
Ms. Kuo reported that she had observed differences in the extent of restoration work 
and none of the furnaces were restored with all of the cast iron ductwork they originally 
featured.  She said the Beckley Furnace featured a partially cut-open shaft that visitors 
could step into in order to get a better idea of how it operated.  She anticipated that the 
City could never completely rebuild the local furnace shaft because most of the original 
brick was missing.  She reported that many of the furnace sites she visited were on 
private property and some were hidden away in the woods.  She recalled that in addition 
to the furnaces, she had also examined a limekiln, ore roasters and charcoal kilns that 
were necessary to the operation.  She explained that the operators needed to make 
charcoal, to heat the lime and to pre-roast the ore to remove impurities.  Ms. Kuo 
suggested the Beckley Furnace restoration project might serve as a fundraising model 
because it had been designated as the state industrial monument for the State of 
Connecticut; the site had been made a public park; and funds allocated by the state 
legislature and a $250,000 Department of Environmental Protection restoration grant 
had funded the project. 
 
Ms. Kuo reported that she had recently learned that at one time local members of the 
American Metallurgical Society had explored the possibility of restoring the local 
furnace.  She suggested some of them might still be interested in helping with the 
project.  She also reported that she had recently received negatives of photos of the 
City’s first and second furnace from a furnace aficionado who had acquired them when 
the American Iron and Steel Institute in Washington D.C. was closed down. 
 
The group suggested contacts for funding sources for the project, including persons 
connected to today’s local metal industry.  They wondered whether there was an 
existing state industrial monument.  Ms. Kuo observed the educational value of partial 
reconstruction of a furnace that allowed visitors to walk into the shaft.   She advised 
against using the wrong kind of firebrick to reconstruct the shaft if the original brick 
was no longer available.  She recalled the furnace experts she had talked with had 
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cautioned the City not to use contractors who were not knowledgeable about furnaces 
and furnace reconstruction.  She related that Mr. Kirby had given Mr. Knippel sets of 
blueprints for reconstruction projects he had been involved in and the names of 
experienced engineers, masons and bricklayers.  She advised that the consultant the 
City had hired in 2000, to recommend how to stabilize the furnace, proposed to fill 
holes with concrete and did not propose any restoration work.  She reported the OHC 
was discussing the possibility of excavating the hearth, and they believed it might not 
be very deeply buried.  She noted that one OHC board member was experienced in such 
excavations.  She reported that an excavation project would require approval of the City 
and the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), and it could begin with two test 
“units (square pits) in the area of the casting arch (where iron came out of the furnace) 
and at an arch where the blast was taken in.  That would give the City an idea of how 
deeply buried the hearth was.  She explained that if volunteers worked on the 
excavation they would need to be supervised by an archeologist and trained to sift, 
measure and catalogue everything where they worked.  She related that six people 
worked regularly during one summer to excavate the Beckley Furnace.  She said it 
would be nice if the group could get permission to dig two units at the hearth this 
summer.  She worried that redevelopment of the park would be over critical sites, like 
the Blast House, where machinery and the foundation might be buried.  She said her 
examination of other furnace sites helped her realize that the hills and tiers of 
stonewalls behind them were an important part of the operation because that was the 
“charging bank” for the gravity-driven operation and the charging bank was connected 
to the furnace by a bridge.  She recalled the initial plan for redevelopment of George 
Rogers Park showed that a roadway would cut across the end of the old stone wall.  She 
anticipated that complete restoration could not be accomplished.  She confirmed that the 
first and second furnace had been mapped. 
 
2005 National Trust for Historic Preservation Conference 
 
Mr. Siegal circulated a newsletter and correspondence regarding the 2005 National 
Trust for Historic Preservation Conference that was to be held in Portland.  He 
confirmed the HRAB was on the Trust’s list of local contacts.  The materials announced 
that the conference would be held September 27 – October 2, 2005.  The members 
continued to discuss their ideas for a tour to offer people attending the conference.  Ms. 
McGuire and Ms. Brooks Holwerda reported they would contact the Trolley operator 
and the Lake Oswego Corporation to discuss a Trolley ride and a barge ride and report 
to the members at the next meeting.  The Board also agreed to keep the Oswego 
Heritage Council up-to-date on planning progress of the field tour in case that body 
wanted to help in some way. 
 
*Ms. Kuo left the meeting. 
 
Review Draft Landmark Designation Letters 
 
The Board members examined a draft letter encouraging owners of local houses on the 
National Register of Historic Places to place their homes on the City’s Landmark 
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Designation Listing.  Mr. Sin agreed to make some changes suggested by Ms. McGuire 
and circulate the updated draft letter and application form to the members. 
 
Trueblood House Update 
 
Mr. Sin reported that the City was considering contracting with a real estate agency to 
sell the Trueblood House property in order to ensure maximum exposure to potential 
buyers.  He reported that Rachael Fisher, Facilities Manager, was in charge of the 
project.  He reported that the City was about to issue a Request for Proposals to 
purchasing and restoring the house.  He said he would circulate copies to the members 
before it was published.  The Board suggested the City enlist an agent who specialized 
in historic properties.  Ms. McGuire planned to provide the staff with the names of two 
agents.  Mr. Sin reported the street issue had been settled and the staff was revising the 
application to reflect the change.  He anticipated that the neighbors would oppose the 
parking plan at the Development Review Commission hearing.  However, he advised 
that provision of parking at parks complied with Comprehensive Plan policies related to 
parks. 
 
George Rogers Park – Furnace and Interpretation Center Update 
 
Ms. McGuire related that she had asked Ms. Kuo how the interpretation center being 
considered in George Rogers Park compared to the interpretation centers she had seen 
during her visit on the East Coast.  Ms. Kuo had told her that most of the sites did not 
have interpretation centers. 
 
Lakeview Village Historic Element 
 
Mr. Sin reported that Bob Galante, Director of the Lake Oswego Redevelopment 
Agency, planned to install two plaques in the Lakeview Village development.  One 
would be a perspective of the State Street streetscape from the Trolley Station and the 
other would be a representation of the old Davidson Pharmacy building.  He said the 
developer planned to construct a kiosk.  He said that Mr. Galante had decided not to do 
something with the vault covers because of utility company requirements.  The Board 
expressed their appreciation for Mr. Galante’s efforts. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Election of Officers 
 
Mr. Gordon nominated Ms. McGuire and Ms. Brooks Holwerda to serve another 
term as Co-Chairs of the Historic Resources Advisory Board.  Mr. Shapiro 
seconded the nomination and it was approved by unanimous vote of the members 
present. 
 
Mr. Sin advised that alternate member, Eric Baker, had not yet been officially appointed 
as a member of the Board because a determination had to be made regarding whether 
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his appointment was automatic, or if he had to be appointed by the City Council.  
During the pre-nomination discussion, Mr. Gordon advised the Board that he was 
involved in development of the Ladd Carriage House site at Broadway and Columbia 
Streets in Portland.  He said that although his firm was seriously trying to find a new 
location to which to move the historic building, if they were not successful and the 
building was demolished that might generate public controversy that would not be in 
the HRAB’s best interest.  Two of the participants suggested that Mr. Gordon wait for 
the controversy to be over before he agreed to serve as an HRAB officer.  He 
volunteered to leave the Board completely, but the members did not support that.  Ms. 
McGuire promised to circulate a listing showing each member’s term on the HRAB.  
Councilor Graham agreed to talk with the Mayor’s office staff to determine Mr. Baker’s 
status. 
 
Landmark Designation Listing Applicant 
 
Mr. Sin reported that Leona Ambrose, 1798 Fern Place, was interested in placing her 
property on the City’s Landmark Designation Listing.  He said he had sent her an 
application form.  He reported that Ms. Ambrose’s house was not on the City’s 
inventory, so there was no existing documentation to help the owner complete the 
application.  The members recalled that it was a challenge to gather all of the 
information necessary to complete the application.  Ms. Neitzel volunteered to help Ms. 
Ambrose.  Ms. McGuire reported that she had provided application forms to two 
homeowners in her neighborhood. 
 
Local Access Television 
 
Ms. McGuire reported that she and Councilor Graham had attended the Tualatin Valley 
TV presentation on June 23, 2004 and learned different ways to promote a group or 
activity on television.  She said the organization conducted free classes and any 
interested member could attend and report back to the Board. 
 
HRAB Projects 
 
The Board discussed what projects they wanted to promote. 
 
• Headgate Display Project.  Ms. McGuire volunteered to discuss how to 

accomplish the Headgate Display with the City.  She recalled the HRAB had 
already recommended that it be located on a site along Child Road. 

 
• Farmers Market presence.  The group agreed to participate in the Farmers Market 

one Saturday this year in order to promote the HRAB.  Ms. Brooks Holwerda 
reported that the Oswego Heritage Council was reluctant to share a table.  Mr. Sin, 
Mr. Gordon and Mr. Shapiro offered to arrange for a table, coordinate the schedule 
and select items to be displayed, including a banner. 
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August Meeting 
 
The members agreed not to cancel their next regularly scheduled meeting on August 11, 
2004. 
 
Wilbur Street House 
 
Mr. Siegel announced he was working on a project on Wilbur Street next to the historic 
Workers Cottage, but that was not on the City’s Landmark Designation Listing.  He 
said the existing house was to be torn down. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p. m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
 

Reviewed 9/1/04 ss 
Approved 10/13/04 
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