
 

 
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

March 9, 2005 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Co-chair Jeannie McGuire called the March 9, 2005 meeting of the Historic Resources 
Advisory Board to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Workroom of City Hall, 380 A 
Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present were Co-chair Jeannie McGuire, Co-chair Kasey Brooks Holwerda, 
Sarah Neitzel and Howard Shapiro.  Eric Baker, John Gordon and Emily Murphy were 
excused.  Staff present was Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Co-chair Brooks Holwerda moved to approve the Minutes of December 8, 2004.  
Mr. Shapiro seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote of all Board 
members eligible to vote. 
 
Co-chair Brooks Holwerda moved to approve the Minutes of January 12, 2005 after 
they were corrected to clarify that when the Board discussed a “display” during 
National Historic Preservation Month they referred to the display case in City Hall, not 
the display in Lakeview Village.  Ms. Neitzel seconded the motion and it passed by 
unanimous vote of those members eligible to vote. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
2005 Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) Goals 
 
Mr. Sin agreed to distribute copies of the HRAB goals for 2005 to all members. 
 
2005 Landmark Designation Plaques Program – Privacy Concern 
 
At their January meeting the Board had discussed how much information about 
Landmark Designation Plaques Program recipients they should make public.  They had 
then directed the staff to include language in the letter to recipients that invited them to 
share any privacy-related concerns.  Mr. Sin reported that the new owners of 1100 
Westward Ho had asked him to identify the owner as “Mary Puskas.” 
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Government Standards Sample Packet 
 
The members confirmed they had all seen the packet. 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Block 138 (Lakeview Village) Historic Element Update 
 
The Board indicated they were pleased to hear Mr. Sin report that the two historic 
displays at Lakeview Village were being fabricated.  He clarified that one of them 
would be located in a kiosk on the west side of State Street near the entrance to the 
parking garage, and the other would be a bollard-like stand display at the Trolley 
Station.   
 
Trueblood House/Glenmorrie Greenway Property Improvements (LU 04-0071) 
Update 
 
Co-chair McGuire and Mr. Sin reported that the Development Review Commission 
(DRC) had approved the City’s application to create a new street and parking area to 
serve the Trueblood House and the adjacent Open Space.  Mr. Sin advised that the 
process allowed opponents 30 days (until April 6, 2005) to appeal the decision. 
 
Co-chair McGuire circulated a letter from a member of the Trueblood family who 
currently resided in California.  The man had read a recent Oswego Review article about 
the Trueblood House.  In his letter he provided more facts about the house.  Co-chair 
McGuire agreed to contact him to ask him for color copies of old photographs of the 
house and to learn more about another house (Ona House) that had once been located 
on the river, but had been torn down. 
 
Furnace Task Force Update  
 
Ms. Neitzel reported the Furnace Task Force planned to meet at least twice a month in 
the future (including March 14 and 28; and April 14 and 27).  She circulated a copy of 
the “Friends of the Furnace” pamphlet that Task Force members had created and the 
City had agreed to publish.  She anticipated the pamphlet would aid fundraising, which 
was to be organized by the Oswego Heritage Council.  She reported that the Task Force 
had hired consultant, Carla Cielo, who was experienced in furnace restoration projects, 
to inspect the site, deliver an oral report at the Task Force’s March 28 meeting, and 
subsequently provide a written report.  She explained that because Ms. Cielo was not 
certified or licensed in Oregon, she had agreed to work together with the architect the 
City had retained, who could certify the work.  She said Ms. Cielo was to report what 
structural components of the furnace could be restored and provide a cost estimate.  She 
said the Task Force anticipated that they would base their recommendation of how and 
how much of the furnace to restore on Ms. Cielo’s assessment.  They also anticipated 
the project would cost at least a half million dollars.  Ms. Neitzel also related that the 
Task Force had asked a Eugene stonemason, who had experience working on furnace 
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restoration projects, to look at the site.  She confirmed that the Task Force planned to 
hire a grant writer to fashion a grant application. 
 
Ms. Neitzel reported that the Task Force had drafted a work program that would first 
address stabilization of the furnace; then conduct an archeological dig at the site; and 
then decide how far to go to restore it.  She reported the Task Force had discussed 
rebuilding the charging bridge leading to the furnace and putting a glass top on the 
furnace so that visitors could look down into it.  She said they all liked how one furnace 
they looked at was not completely restored, but featured a “cut-away” section so 
visitors could see the layers of the furnace and understand how it operated.  She 
reported that one of the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB) representatives 
was now regularly attending Task Force meetings, but the other had not attended any of 
the meetings.  She confirmed that the City had arranged for liability insurance to cover 
the experts as they examined the site.  The Board assumed that hard hats would be 
required on the site. 
 
2005 Landmark Designation Plaques Program 
 
Mr. Sin reported that the owner of the Van Houten House had decided to drop out of the 
2005 program in order to have time to research the age of her house.  He said she might 
apply for a plaque next year.  The Board then decided to use that plaque for the 
Workers Cottage.  Mr. Sin confirmed that Eric Baker had arranged for an information 
packet about the program to be mailed to Leona Ambrose, 1798 Fern Place, who had 
inquired about the Landmark Designation Plaque Program.  Ms. Brooks Holwerda 
agreed to contact Ms. Ambrose by telephone to discuss the program. 
 
Historic Preservation Merit Award Nomination 
 
Co-chair Brooks Holwerda nominated the Rossi’s - the owners of the George 
Rogers House - for the 2005 Historic Preservation Merit Award.  Mr. Shapiro 
seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote.  The board accepted Co-chair 
McGuire’s offer to arrange for a calligrapher and an artist to create lettering and a 
sketch of the house. 
 
National Historic Preservation Month 
 
The Board considered a project for National Historic Preservation Month, in May 2005.  
They decided to create a display in the display case at City Hall that incorporated 
photographs of houses with Landmark Designation Plaques and the theme of the 2005 
National Trust for Historic Preservation Conference, “Sustain America – Vision, 
Economics and Preservation Conference.”  Co-chair Brooks Holwerda volunteered to 
co-chair the project with Emily Murphy.  The Board decided to plan the display at their 
next meeting.  They asked Mr. Sin to reserve the display case for the HRAB for the 
month of May. 
 
2005 National Trust for Historic Preservation Conference – Local Field Session 
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Co-chair McGuire reported that 2005 National Trust for Historic Preservation 
Conference planners had agreed to the proposed Lake Oswego field session for 
attendees on the condition the day trip was a combined trip to Willamette Falls Locks 
(West Linn’s proposal) and the field session proposed by Lake Oswego.  She said the 
Conference planners had not accepted the proposal for an educational session in Lake 
Oswego.  She reported the visit to the Locks had to be in the morning, and the attendees 
had to be back in Portland by 3:00 p.m. that day.  The Board observed that it would be 
best to try to arrange for persons on the field trip to have lunch in Lake Oswego so they 
would be in the City longer.  They anticipated Susanna Kuo would suggest that the 
Oswego Heritage Council sponsor the lunch. 
 
Community Development Code, Chapter 58, Historic Preservation, Purpose 
Section 
 
The Board examined Community Development Department Memorandum, “Chapter 58 
– Historic Preservation, Purpose Statements #12 and #13,” dated March 9, 2005.  Mr. 
Sin had drafted new language for Statements #12 and #13 based on the Board’s 
discussion at their previous meeting.  He pointed out the proposed language for #13 
described a “balance” between historic preservation and economic viability of a 
property.  The members indicated that they liked the proposed language in #12 that 
described Oswego Lake as “an historic asset” to the City. 
 
Co-chair McGuire then observed the consensus of the HRAB members present was to 
recommend the new language to the City Council. 
 
15499 Twin Fir  
(and discussion of an ordinance to delay demolition of older houses) 
 
Co-chair Brooks Holwerda said she did not yet know if a purchase offer from a 
developer had been accepted by the owner of 15499 Twin Fir.  She reported that a 
second party had also submitted an offer for the property.  She related that she and Mr. 
Gordon planned to meet to discuss whether a City of Portland ordinance that delayed 
demolition of older houses might be appropriate in the City of Lake Oswego.  The 
Board agreed to discuss whether to recommend that the Lake Oswego City Council 
adopt such an ordinance at their next meeting. 
 
Board members observed there were many unique older houses in the City that were not 
on the Landmark Designation Listing.  They considered ways to encourage their owners 
to place them on the Listing.  They agreed to each notate the address of candidate 
structures they happened to notice that were not on the Listing, and then mail an 
information packet to the owner with a cover letter inviting him/her to place the 
structure on the Listing.  Co-chair Brooks Holwerda volunteered to draft the letter.  The 
members agreed the information packet should contain the letter, an application form 
and the FAQ sheet.  Co-chair McGuire confirmed that 15499 Twin Fir was not 
currently on the Listing.
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Farmer’s Market Booth 
 
The Board examined the Farmers Market schedule for 2005 (May 14 to October 29, 
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 pm.).  They agreed to man a booth at the Market on June 11, July 30 
and September 17.  They anticipated that there should be two persons manning the 
booth on each date and they wondered if the Oswego Heritage Council might help.  Mr. 
Sin offered to email the schedule to all HRAB members so they could decide when to 
volunteer. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Description 
 
Mr. Sin reported the City Council had modified the residency requirement that applied 
to all boards and commissions. 
 
Headgate 
 
Ms. McGuire reported that she found the dimensions of the headgate, but nothing else. 
[END OF TAPE 1 SIDE A 
SIDE B BLANK] 
 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p. m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
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