
 
 

 
City of Lake Oswego 

Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 
 

February 8, 2006 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Kasey Brooks Holwerda called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting 
of February 8, 2006 to order at approximately 7:00 p.m. in the Human Resources Room 
of City Hall, 380 “A” Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Member present besides Chair Brooks Holwerda and Vice Chair John Gordon were Eric 
Baker, Tim Mather, Jeannie McGuire, Sarah Neitzel and Tia Ross.  Maya Rivera 
(student member) was absent. 
 
Staff present were Staff Liaison, Paige Goganian, Associate Planner and Sidaro Sin, 
Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
None. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Distinguished Service Award  
The other Board members congratulated Ms. McGuire, who was to be recognized with 
the Distinguished Service Award at the February 21, 2006 City Council meeting. 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Trueblood House 
Mr. Sin reported the Trueblood House appraisal had been completed and the property 
would be listed for sale in mid February.  He said an access easement with neighbors 
was to be signed the following week.  He clarified that the new owners would be 
required submit an application to include the house on the Landmark Designation List. 
 
Furnace Task Force 

Ms. Neitzel and Vice Chair Gordon reported the Furnace Task Force was readying a 
Request for Proposal (RFP) for archeological work.  They said the RFP was to be 
reviewed by the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to review before it was 
published. 
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Headgate 
Mr. Sin anticipated the contractor would begin constructing the headgate display in 
River Run Park II in about a month.  The Board planned to fashion language for an 
interpretive plaque.  Ms. McGuire circulated a copy of a history of the headgate that 
Chuck Schaefer, formerly with the Lake Corporation, had given her.  Ms. Goganian 
related that she was to meet with Bob Galante to discuss the design of the plaque.  The 
Board suggested she ask him if the interpretive piece could include historic 
photographs. 
 
House Bill 2776 - Special Assessment Program 
Mr. Sin reported that four out of the seven property owners who had participated in the 
Special Assessment Program had indicated they were interested in continuing in the 
program if the City Council decided to extend it for another 15 years.  He advised that 
two of the four structures were on the National Register of Historic Places, but not on 
the local Landmark Designation Listing.  He said the Council planned to discuss 
extending the program at an upcoming work session. 
 
Ms. Goganian reported that SHPO had advised her that state law required local 
jurisdictions to protect properties that were on the National Register of Historic Places 
in their local preservation programs, even if they were not on the local landmark listing.  
She said she had forwarded that information to the City Attorney’s office because the 
applicability section of the City’s protective ordinance did not specify that it applied to 
properties on the National Register.  She reported that staff had received a call from a 
realtor who asked if the Bates House at 4101 South Shore Boulevard could be 
demolished.  She said her research showed the house was on the National Register and 
in the City’s Special Assessment Program. 
 
Review Properties for Landmark Invitations 
The Board examined an updated list of candidate properties for Landmark Designation.  
They first considered the Cabanas on Oswego Lake.  They observed that over the years 
some of them had been significantly changed from their original, Sundeleaf design, and 
#110 seemed truest to the original design.  They generally agreed to invite the owners of 
Units 106, 110, 114, 116 and 118 to apply for being added to the Landmark Designation 
List.  They also agreed to send an invitation letter to the owners of a Dutch Colonial 
house on McVey, a Victorian farmhouse, and the Bates House on South Shore, which 
had been designed by Wade Pipes.  Ms. Goganian reported that staff had mailed out 
invitation letters to the first group of owners the Board had identified at a previous 
meeting, but they had not yet received any responses.  The members considered 
whether the application form that had been inserted with the invitation letter was too 
ominous and they wondered how they could make the application process seem easier.  
They planned to discuss how to do that at their next meeting. 
 
Demolition Ordinance 
Some Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) members had attended a 
preservation seminar and listened to others explain how their jurisdictions protected 
historic properties with “carrots and sticks.”  Carrots could be financial incentives, such 
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as tax breaks, and sticks could be code provisions that allowed denial and delay of 
demolition.  Some had advised them that a requirement of a public hearing could save a 
building just because it increased public awareness and the pressure of public opinion 
on the applicant not to demolish it.  They reported that Washington State gave tax 
breaks for historic structures and required properties on the National Register to be on 
the local register.  They reported that the City of Portland had adopted a demolition 
denial ordinance that gave them more control over saving properties on the National 
Register.  Portland’s demolition process involved a 120-day delay for a public hearing 
and a decision by the City Council.  Demolition was only allowed if the applicant could 
show economic hardship or if there was a public policy supporting the demolition. 
 
The HRAB members generally indicated the City of Lake Oswego should also prioritize 
protection of National Register structures.  They observed their letter inviting owners to 
place their structures on the local Landmark Designation List offered no “carrots” to 
encourage them to do so.  Ms. McGuire recalled the City used to offer grant money to 
help owners of historic structures maintain their structures if the HRAB approved their 
proposal.  She said that had been a very popular program.  One of the members 
reasoned that if the City were willing to purchase green space that would never be 
developed to generate City revenue, the City should be willing to offer tax breaks to 
keep historic structures.  The members agreed the “carrots” they wanted to recommend 
were the increased protection for being on the National Register; and a tax break and 
grant program for properties on the local list. 
 
Historic Preservation Month 
Staff agreed to order the Landmark Designation Plaques and schedule a date during 
Preservation Month, May 2006, to award them. 
 
HRAB members agreed to present the Merit Award to Ms. McGuire by 
unanimous vote for her many years of service on the Board.  They also agreed to 
present a Merit Award posthumously to Bill Gerber. 
 
Use of SHPO Database for Lake Oswego Eligible Properties 
Mr. Mather and Ms. Goganian reported they were working with SHPO and the City 
Information Technology (IT) staff to find a way for HRAB members to access and 
manipulate their databases.  The Board wanted to be able to update information about 
local historic structures and eventually link the HRAB website with the City’s Cultural 
Inventory and the SHPO database.  Mr. Baker volunteered to help with this project.  
The members did not know how much time it would take to research, correct and 
update information.  They considered a process of discussing and updating information 
about one or two properties at each HRAB meeting or seeking grant money to use for 
hiring someone to do the research for them.  Mr. Sin advised there might be grant 
money available for such a project if the City became a Certified Local Government.  
They decided to continue to discuss how to approach this project and whether they 
should recommend the City apply to become a Certified Local Government at a future 
meeting. 
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V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Pre-application Meeting – Laidlaw House 
Ms. Goganian distributed material showing how the applicant proposed to remodel the 
Laidlaw House on Cherry Crest Drive.  Board members noted the structure was on the 
Landmark Designation List.  They were concerned the proposed changes were not in 
keeping with the Colonial Revival style of the house.  They suggested that if the owners 
wanted to expand interior space, they should keep the front façade and put the addition 
on the rear.  They stressed the roofline, and the new windows, trim, siding and other 
materials on the addition should match the original features, and there should be no 
“fake” window.  They directed Ms. Goganian to provide the applicant with suggestions 
and sketches about how to accomplish that with appropriate massing and symmetry.  
They asked her to research what had been proposed by the applicant in a previous 
application related to the structure and what the HRAB had recommended at that time. 
 
Farmers Market 
The Board agreed to discuss whether to man a booth at the Farmers Market at the next 
meeting. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business Chair Brooks Holwerda adjourned the meeting at 
approximately 9:00 p. m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paige Goganian /s/ 
Paige Goganian 
Associate Planner 
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