
 
 

 
 

City of Lake Oswego 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
December 13, 2006 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Co-chair Tia Ross called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of December 
13, 2006 to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Workroom of City Hall, 380 “A” 
Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon.  Members present besides Co-chair Ross were Co-chair 
John Gordon, Eric Baker, Sarah Neitzel and Kasey Brooks Holwerda.  Tim Mather and 
Bruce Pomazal were excused.  Guests were Jeannie McGuire, Marcia Avalon and Maria 
Sabatino.  Staff Liaison was Paige Goganian. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Ms. Brooks moved to approve the Minutes of May 10, June 14 and July 12, 2006.  
Ms. Neitzel seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote of those members 
present. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
885 McVey Avenue 
 
Maria Sabatino and Marsha Avalon, ReMax Equity Group, reported that they had 
listed an historic landmark property at 885 McVey Avenue and were attending on the 
owner’s behalf.  They explained the house was vacant and gutted, and the owner, who 
had purchased it to restore it, was ill and needed to sell it.  They reported that two 
parties had expressed a “vague” interest in purchasing it to restore it and the strongest 
interest was from parties wishing to buy the property for its land value.  They noted the 
owner was considering removing it from historic status.  They noted that it did not have 
a foundation and it was very close to the street. 
 
The Board observed the site was in a residential zone, it was not large enough to be 
partitioned, and the lot was adjacent to an unimproved street.  Ms. Goganian advised the 
zone permitted structures on the Landmark Designation List on arterial streets in 
residential zones to be non-profit office Conditional Uses.  She reported the City 
Attorney had advised that “bed and breakfast” was not a recognized use and would 
likely be interpreted as a similar use to a hotel or motel and would therefore, not be 
permitted in residential zones.  Ms. Sabatino said the owner believed she had reapplied 
for special assessment tax status. Ms. Goganian related that the program administer, the 
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) had not received any applications.  Board 
members suggested the agents talk with the Bosco-Milligan Foundation and the realtor 
who listed Trueblood House, Graydon Miller.  Ms. Goganian suggested the owner 
consult Russ Chevrette with City Engineering regarding street vacation.  Board 
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members suggested working with neighbors to vacate the unimproved street and add 
that land to her lot so the house may be moved further back from the street. 
 
The realtors related the history of the house, which had been built as a house; then 
converted to a general store; then was raised up in the 1890s to add a lower level; then 
used as a brothel; then used as a home until it was foreclosed in 2001, and eventually 
purchased by Marcia Avalon to sell to her friend, the present owner.  The members 
noted that the City had sold the Trueblood House for less than the McVey property was 
listed for.  The agents explained that the value of the land itself supported the listing 
price and the owner had to recoup what she owed on it as it was her primary asset.  
They noted that the owner would be in a better position if the house fell down and 
wondered whether the City would be interested in moving it.  Board members explained 
that the value of a landmark property must consider the land and the building together.  
Ms. Goganian advised that City Code provided a process for demolition applications 
that required extensive efforts to sell or move the property before the matter could be 
decided at a public hearing. 
 
Recap of Preservation Workshop 
 
Ms. McGuire and Ms. Goganian reported that they had attended a workshop sponsored 
by the Oregon Cultural Trust (OCT) and the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO).  
They reported that they had learned a lot and that the workshop gave them a better 
understanding of how to research historic properties; directed people to funding 
sources; and described interesting case studies. 
 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 

Updates 
 
Furnace Task Force 
 
Co-chair Gordon reported the Furnace Task Force was waiting for the architectural 
report from the recent excavation and there was to be another archeological excavation 
to find the floor of the furnace.  He said the structure had been stabilized with steel rods 
and pins.  He said the Task Force planned to meet again in January to determine the 
scope of work and estimate the cost of the project before they began the fundraising 
phase of the project. 
 
Landmarks – Development and Real Estate Activity 
 
Ms. Brooks Holwerda reported the City Manager had advised her that the City did not 
have sufficient funds to purchase the Carman Way property, which was on the market 
and one of the oldest buildings in the City. 
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Landmarks – Application 
 
Ms. Goganian reported some Cabana owners wanted to put their structures on the 
Landmark Designation List.  She said she would prepare a staff report and schedule an 
Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) hearing.  She agreed to distribute an 
information sheet that described the process of putting an historic structure on the list.  
Ms. Brooks Holwerda related that a cute old house on North Shore (not on the 
Landmark Designation List) had been sold to a developer.  She was concerned that the 
house might be torn down to accommodate a new driveway.  Ms. Goganian agreed to 
look into what review process might be required. 
 
Trueblood House and SHPO Training 
 
The Board agreed to invite the new owners of the Trueblood House to an HRAB 
meeting to thank them.  The SHPO training discussion was postponed. 
 
Headgate 
 
This discussion was postponed. 
 
Website – Links for All Inventoried Properties 
 
The members anticipated that if the City achieved “Certified Local Government” status 
there would be grant money available for this project. 
 

Discussion 
 
Discussion Outline – January 9, 2007, Council Work Session 
 
Members prepared for their study session with the City Council.  They planned to first 
present background information for the new Councilors and discuss what the Code and 
the National Register of Historic Places required.  They planned to give examples of 
“tear downs” in the City and explain that it was a local and national trend to be 
concerned about.  They planned to describe “tools” to address that, such as forming 
Conservation Districts, reducing fees and offering incentives for preservation work.  
They also discussed suggesting that an historic structure on an arterial street in a 
residential area be allowed to be used for more than just office, nonprofit use.  They 
considered suggestions for uses like florist, artist’s craft shop, or real estate office that 
would be limited to two parking spots and five employees.  Ms. Goganian agreed to 
craft the related code language. 
 
Members decided to learn more about a King County, Washington special valuation tax 
incentive program and loan program for rehabilitating historic buildings and preserving 
open space, landmarks and archeological sites on private property.  They decided to 
find out if Clackamas County was doing anything like that and to speak to local lenders.  
They saw a link between historic preservation and the City’s sustainability and 
affordability goals.  They planned to suggest the City fashion a program of revolving 
loans for preservation and think about acquiring historic properties, recording a 
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protective easement on the sites, and reselling them.  They wanted to suggest the City 
adopt stronger regulations to prevent demolition of historic properties. 
 
Members noted the City had previously fashioned a foundation to acquire public art.  
Ms. Brooks Holwerda related the Oswego Heritage Council did not seem to be 
interested in that kind of activity.  Ms. Goganian offered to talk with the City of 
Silverton, which had a revolving loan fund and program, and with the Cities of Albany 
and Forest Grove, who were Certified Local Governments (CLG).  The group observed 
the information on Certified Local Government listed a number of grants the City could 
apply for as a CLG and use to fashion a website, pay for landmark plaques, resurvey 
older properties for the purpose of expanding the Landmark Designation List, complete 
the interpretive display for the Furnace, and offer loans for small rehabilitation projects. 
 
Board Member Retention 
 
HRAB members observed that no one had yet applied for vacant board positions.  They 
planned to fashion a letter to the City Council asking the Councilors to allow board 
members to stay in service beyond the limit of their term.  They planned to ask chairs of 
other boards and commissions for their comments.  They encouraged Co-chair Gordon 
to reapply for his position when his time of service ran out at the end of the month.  
They explained that they valued his expertise and his work with the Furnace Task 
Force. 
 
Oswego “Top Ten” Landmarks Color Book 
 
Discussion of this item was postponed. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS  
 
Oswego Heritage Council Home Tour and Volunteers 
 
Ms. Goganian reported that the Oswego Heritage Council was looking for owners of 
historic properties who would allow the public to tour them during a special event 
during Preservation Month, May 2007. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business Co-chair Ross adjourned the meeting at 9:20 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paige Goganian /s/ 
Paige Goganian 
Associate Planner 
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