
 
 City of Lake Oswego 

Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 
 

July 11, 2007 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Co-chair Tia Ross called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of 
Wednesday, July 11, 2007 to order at 7:05 p.m. in the City Council Workroom of City 
Hall, 380 “A” Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present besides Co-chair Ross were Eric Baker, Sarah Neitzel Tim Mather 
Jeannie McGuire, Bruce Pomazal, Kasey Brooks Holwerda, and John Olsoni, Youth 
Member. 
 
Staff Liaison was Paige Goganian, Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A vote on the minutes was postponed. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Update on Board Open Positions 
The Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) welcomed John. Olsoni to the board 
and Jeannie McGuire back to service on the board.  It became clear from the ensuing 
discussion that none of the members knew for sure what the City’s official policy was 
regarding how long a board member had to wait to reapply to serve; whether John 
Gordon was still on the Board, or if his position was open; and if one of the applicants 
interviewed at the same time as Ms. McGuire had been appointed to serve as an 
alternate.  However, Ms. Goganian confirmed that Mr. Olsoni was permitted to serve 
through the coming year, and Ms. Brooks Holwerda said she understood John Gordon 
would be allowed to continue his service on the Furnace Task Force.  Members 
requested clarification from staff at the City Manager’s office and were waiting for 
confirmation. 
 
Vice Chair Pomazal arrived at 7:10 p.m. 
 
Ladd Carriage House 

Ms. McGuire reported that she and Susanna Kuo had watched the moving of the Ladd 
Carriage House.  She circulated photographs and a related flyer distributed by Friends 
of Ladd Carriage House.  She explained the Carriage House had been temporarily 
moved a few blocks away until a new underground parking facility was built at its site, 
and then it was to be moved back over the parking facility.  She said it was a shame that 
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the adjacent Rose Apartments had been torn down because that building was sound and 
featured interesting architectural elements. 
 
New Marylhurst Heritage Center 
None of the Board members had seen a new Holy Names Heritage Center at Marylhurst 
that they understood had just opened.  They agreed that Co-chair Ross would visit the 
center to learn more about the new historic institution and to staff members to the City. 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Furnace Task Force 
Ms. Neitzel reported that the Furnace Task Force had received one bid so far for the 
project to stabilize the structure, install gates and restore the roof, grouting and 
stonework to make the structure safe and earthquake resistant.  She said Pioneer 
Waterproofing Company had submitted a bid of $600,000.  She said Task Force 
members had been advised of receipt of the bid by email, but they had not yet met to 
discuss the bid or fundraising.  She advised that an Oswego Heritage House 
representative had offered to place material showing how the furnace would look after 
the project on their new website.  She reported the Task Force had found that there were 
many restrictions on use of federal funds for the project.  The Board wondered if there 
were some generous individual benefactors in Lake Oswego who would donate funds if 
someone spread the word to them that money was being sought for the Furnace project. 
 
Landmarks − Development and Real Estate Activity 
Board members indicated they generally supported an effort by Co-chair Ross to work 
with Jerry Knippel, Special Projects, and encourage the City to save and re-use stone 
from a circa 1920 cottage in Lake Grove that was to be torn down.  They suggested the 
salvaged material be incorporated in public area improvements identified in the Draft 
Lake Grove Village Center Plan.  Ms. Goganian reported it was identified as a structure 
from the era on the map designated, “Subdivisions from 1900 through 1950. 
 
Headgate Interpretive Plaque 
Ms. McGuire anticipated that the group that was to design the Headgate interpretive 
plaque would be able to meet and begin work on that project in early fall 2007. 
 
Landmark Applications/Public Hearings 
Ms. Goganian reported that Evan Boone, Deputy City Attorney, had offered to brief 
the HRAB on how to conduct a public hearing in anticipation of upcoming hearings.  
She reported several staff members had visited the site of an upcoming pre-application 
meeting related to 885 McVey Avenue.  She clarified that HRAB members could not 
participate in the meeting because the Board was to be the hearing body in that case.  
She confirmed HRAB’s Charge Statement and the provisions of Lake Oswego Code 
Chapter 58 Historic Protection provided that the HRAB was to function as both an 
advocacy group and a hearing body.   
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Ms. Goganian reported that Kate Miller, owner of the Middlecrest artist’s residence, 
had told her she was applying to put that house on the National Register of Historic 
Places.  She reported that Margie Engles, owner of 246 Summit Drive, had confirmed 
that HRAB members could walk up her driveway to get a better view of her house.  She 
said the owner of a circa 1918 house at 1267 Cherry Lane had done his own research 
and wanted more information about putting his house on the Landmark Designation 
List.  He had also related that some of his neighbors were interested.  The group saw 
two more houses (“Sunny Hill” and “Shepherd House”) on the map that they thought 
might be good candidates for the List. 
 
Board members wondered if assistance could be provided to owners to research the 
history of their property and complete the Landmark Designation List application.  Ms. 
Goganian confirmed that they could if the owner consented to allowing the City to be 
the applicant, as well as the hearing body.  She noted the owners of Dew House had 
done their own research and then consented to allowing the application to be initiated 
by the City.  She reported that Sacred Heart Church was interested in putting their 
structure on the Landmark Designation List, but the owners of a Cabana who had 
previously expressed interest no longer planned to apply.  She recalled that owners of 
Trueblood House were contractually obligated to apply. 
 
Inventory and National Register Nomination 
Co-chair Ross and some other HRAB members indicated they would volunteer to help 
owners research the history of their house in order to add it to the City’s Cultural 
Inventory and to help owners apply for national and local listing.  Members agreed that 
the City should nominate the Workers Cottage to the National Register of Historic 
Places.  Ms. Goganian reported she had learned at a recent training seminar that unless a 
local code specifies that a property listed on the “National Register of Historic Places” 
was a historic resource to be protected by local codes, there may not be any protection 
for the property.  She noted that the Lake Oswego Code did not expressly protect 
properties listed on the National Register. 
 
Ms. Brooks Holwerda left the meeting. 
 
Ms. Goganian reported that half of the 14 local properties that were on the national list 
were not on the local list, even though the State of Oregon relied on local governments 
to protect those structures.  She suggested a strategy of encouragement:  that the HRAB 
would recognize and promote placed on the National Register and encourage their 
owners to also place them on the local list.  When it was suggested that the Board 
encourage groups of property owners to form historic districts, Ms. McGuire recalled 
that Old Town residents had not supported that in the past.  However, the members 
observed some good candidate areas for nationally recognized historic districts were 
Marylhurst; a group of five houses around 885 McVey Avenue that were in the second 
oldest district in the City; and possibly a limited area of First Addition Neighborhood.  
They generally felt the “climate” of popular opinion may be changing in favor of 
historic preservation and it would be easier to convince owners to agree to place their 
structure on the national list first, because that would result in no regulation and a lot of 
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recognition.  They suggested that the Sacred Heart Church was also a good candidate 
for the national list. 
 
Oswego Top Ten Landmarks Color Book 
Mr. Mather joined the meeting at 8:00 p.m.  He reported that he had distributed 900 
copies of the Color Book to elementary schools and had personally distributed 50 
copies to kids.  He anticipated that he would put it on the City website as a 
downloadable document, and distribute it at an August Farmers Market.  Other 
members asked him to find out when local third and fourth grade students were taught 
about local history.  Co-chair Ross reported that she found a Frank Lloyd Wright 
coloring book in a bookstore that was similar to the one Mr. Mather had created. 
 
Web Page Design/State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Data Base Update 
Mr. Mather showed the group how the SHPO database looked online.  He showed how 
HRAB members could update and add to it.  The group agreed to use one property to 
input and “test drive” the updating process first.  Thereafter they planned to research, 
input and upload information about five properties at a time from the Cultural 
Inventory.  Ms. Goganian offered to find out if and how the City of Portland updated 
their list of historic structures.  The members decided to find a volunteer willing to input 
the existing Cultural Inventory and thereafter, information about other structures.  Mr. 
Olsoni and Mr. Pomazal offered to help.  The Board planned to review the listings for 
accuracy at each meeting and then upload the information to SHPO.  Ms. Goganian 
agreed to find out if the City’s Information Technology Department could arrange for 
HRAB members to access and use the City’s database. 
 
Trueblood House 
Ms. Goganian, Mr. Pomazal and Ms. Brooks Holwerda reported they had recently 
conducted a site inspection at Trueblood House.  Ms. Goganian had prepared a Site 
Inspection Summary.  They reported the owners had removed some vegetation and 
done a little cleaning, and that they were surprised and frustrated because they had not 
expected the time required to clarify requirements related to the City’s environmental 
overlay.  The owners had been told them they could not replace the garage (which was a 
nonconforming use in a Sensitive Lands Overlay district) as they had planned; and they 
were not sure if they were allowed to follow an HRAB member’s suggestion to wash 
the house with a bleach solution to deal with black mold that was deteriorating the 
house.  Ms. Goganian advised the owners were preparing their application for natural 
resources protection approvals and they had delineated the resource.  She anticipated 
they would be allowed to replace the garage, as they had proposed in their bid to the 
City.  She advised the HRAB and staff had to ensure any work on the house was done 
according to Secretary of Interior standards and report any deviations from those 
standards.  The members saw a need to appoint a staff liaison to work with the owners 
and the owners of any future properties the HRAB saved, and help them through the 
development process.  Ms. Goganian noted Trueblood House owners already had a 
copy of the SHPO guidelines and that they knew the first year of the development 
process would be mostly preliminary work. 
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Ms. Goganian reported the City had received five applications from consultants and five 
applications from potential interns.  She said the next step in the Certified Local 
Government process was to work with the selected consultant to identify ten buildings 
for intensive level survey, and to identify a property to be nominated to the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Election of Officers 
Ms. McGuire nominated Tia Ross to serve as Chair of the Historic Advisory Board.  
Mr. Pomazal seconded the nomination and Ms. Ross was elected by unanimous vote. 
 
Mr. Mather nominated Bruce Pomazal to serve as Vice Chair.  Ms. McGuire 
seconded the nomination and Mr. Pomazal was elected by unanimous vote.   
 
Farmers Market 
Board members created an HRAB booth-staffing schedule for the August Farmers 
Market. 
 
Revolving Loan Program 
Chair Ross reported that historic preservation advocates in Durham, North Carolina had 
offered to tell the Lake Oswego group how they had created a foundation that saved 12 
homes so far.  Ms. Goganian reported other staff members liked the idea of HRAB 
becoming a foundation for saving historic homes and she suggested the Board ask the 
local Arts Foundation how they had evolved from a City advisory board. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Board members scheduled the next HRAB meeting on August 8, 2007, when they 
planned to focus on database training. 
 
There being no further business Chair Ross adjourned the meeting at approximately 
9:30 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Paige Goganian /s/ 
Paige Goganian 
Associate Planner 
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