
 
 

City of Lake Oswego 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
August 8, 2007 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Tia Ross called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of August 8, 
2007 to order at 7:05 p.m. in the Council Chamber of City Hall, 380 “A” Avenue, Lake 
Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present besides Chair Tia Ross were Vice Chair Bruce Pomazal, Eric Baker, 
Tim Mather, Jeannie McGuire and Sarah Neitzel.  John Olsoni (Youth Member) was 
excused and Melissa Kendall was absent. 
 
Staff Liaison was Paige Goganian. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
None. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Pioneer Cemetery 
 
The Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) members had observed that work on 
the house that had been moved onto Pioneer Cemetery property to serve as the 
caretaker’s residence seemed to have stopped.  Apparently the group that owned the 
cemetery had run out of funds after they moved the house and built the foundation.  
Board members suggested the unfinished project they had previously approved should 
at least be cleaned up and painted so it looked better from Stafford Road.  Ms. Goganian 
reported that Palisades Neighborhood Association was also concerned about it and was 
considering asking the owners to put the property on the National Register of Historic 
Places so it would qualify for special cemetery funds.  The members indicated they had 
learned from this situation that they should condition future application approvals with a 
completion deadline.  Ms. Goganian agreed to research what conditions of approval had 
been imposed on the project. 
 
Prospective Board Members 
 
Chair Ross related that the executive director of the new Holy Names Heritage Center at 
Marylhurst had told her she wanted to serve on HRAB and had submitted her 
application, but had heard nothing since.  She reported that the representative had 
invited the Board to use the Center’s meeting room at no charge, when it was not 
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booked.  Ms. Goganian suggested the HRAB explore whether the Marylhurst campus 
may be eligible for designation as a Historic District.   
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Rehabilitation Work for Oswego Iron Company Cottage 
 
Ms. Goganian reported that planned siding and rehabilitation for the Workers Cottage is 
required to meet LOC 58 Historic Preservation and given the resources significance, 
should be up to Secretary of the Interior standards.  She reported she had discussed this 
issue with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and local preservation 
consultants, who had recommended architects with historic preservation expertise to 
develop the scope of work and budget estimate required to move forward with the work.  
She said she forwarded that list to the City’s facilities director and he had suggested that 
HRAB consider recommending that the City Council direct staff to create a preservation 
plan and additional funding for the project.  She said SHPO recommended the structure 
be used as a rental residence, with an interpretive display in front to recount the story of 
workers cottages in the City.  The members observed that a window needed to be 
replaced and the front porch should be replaced with one that looked more like the 
porch they saw in old photographs. 
 
Ms. Ross moved to recommend that the City Council direct the Board and staff to 
propose a preservation plan for the Workers Cottage.  Ms. Neitzel seconded the 
motion and it passed by unanimous agreement of those members present. 
 
Historic Resources Data Base Training 
 
Board members anticipated they would add or correct information about local historic 
structures and upload the changes to the SHPO database.  Vice Chair Pomazal showed 
them how the database was structured and how data was entered and displayed.  He 
offered to create a sub-website on his own server for HRAB members to use so they 
could work from their computers at home or the library.  He said he would create a 
“practice” database to help them learn.  He encouraged those who were not “computer 
literate” to submit handwritten information that would be entered into the database.  The 
group anticipated they would spend some time during meetings auditing what had been 
entered before it was uploaded to SHPO.  Ms. Goganian announced the GIS 
Department was updating the City Landmarks Map and hoped to map the entire cultural 
resources inventory.  The comprehensive historic resources map would show such 
things as landmarks and indicate the name and date of platting of historic 
neighborhoods, such as Old Town, South Town and First Addition.  She related the 
Palisades Neighborhood planned to research its history. 
 
The City had provided the Board with their own laptop computer.  The members did not 
know how long it would take them to research historic properties and enter the 
information into the database.  Mr. Olsoni had volunteered to do that, but they 
wondered if they had so many entries to make that they needed more help.  They 
considered an approach to enter basic information about a lot of properties first and put 
in more extensive narrative and architectural drawings later, or to thoroughly document 

City of Lake Oswego Historic Resources Advisory Board Page 2 of 3 
Minutes of August 8, 2007 



a few properties at a time.  The wondered how to best coordinate the consultant’s work 
with their own volunteer work.  They recalled the consultant was to identify ten 
properties that would qualify for protection as historic structures.  They noted they 
could learn more about SHPO methodology from her and then use it in their own 
research of additional properties.   
 
Vice Chair Pomazal planned to contact SHPO to find out what fields in the database 
local groups were not allowed to change.  He showed the group the 168 Lake Oswego 
properties already in the database.  Members wondered if they should show the names 
of current owners in a publicly accessible database.  They indicated they wanted to 
recognize City staffer, Janice Burton, for her effort of putting those houses in the 
database.  Ms. Goganian announced that Nick Bunick had sent her a document 
recounting history of the Kruse Way corridor that could be put in the database.  The 
members decided to invite a City Library representative to talk about the comprehensive 
house-photographing project they were doing.  They noted there were a number of local 
people who had a passion for local history they could invite to tell them about some 
houses.  The Board anticipated that there would be more houses for the members to 
research after the consultant’s contract ended. 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Chair Ross adjourned the meeting at 9:10 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Paige Goganian /s/ 
Paige Goganian 
Associate Planner 
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