
 
 City of Lake Oswego 

Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 
 

December 12, 2007 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

Chair Tia Ross called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of December 12, 
2007 to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Workroom of City Hall, 380 “A” 
Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present besides Chair Ross were Vice Chair Bruce Pomazal, Eric Baker, 
Jeannie McGuire and *Sarah Neitzel.  Melissa Kendall, Tim Mather and John Olsoni 
(Youth Member) were excused. 
 
Jo Naylor was a guest.  Staff Liaison was Paige Goganian. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The Minutes of February 14, 2007 were approved by unanimous agreement of those 
members present and qualified to vote.  Ms. McGuire abstained. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
Ms. Goganian reported that after she had found that the City did not have a formal 
process of notifying the HRAB about pre-application conferences, the Development 
Review Manager had agreed to change the procedure to ensure that the HRAB was 
notified at the same time as the neighborhood chair when the proposal involved a 
landmark property. 
 
Ms. Goganian announced the Oswego Heritage Council was scheduled to hear architect, 
William Hawkins, speak at their annual meeting in February 2008; and Jane Morrison 
would be speaking at their April “First Wednesday” program.  Ms. McGuire recalled 
Ms. Morrison had helped accomplish the City’s first cultural resource inventory.  Ms. 
Goganian reported the Oswego Heritage Council had begun to plan their next home 
tour.  HRAB members anticipated they would volunteer as home hosts again this year.  
Ms. Goganian reported that members of the Historic Home Tour Committee were 
creating an exhibit of “lost landmarks” and the exhibit would also describe ways of 
preserving older homes.  The Trueblood House was to be featured as an example of a 
“saved” landmark. 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 

Historic Furnace Task Force 
Board members examined the final draft of a letter that endorsed the iron furnace 
restoration project.  It was to be sent to the Furnace Task Force so they could use it in 
their fund raising effort.  Ms. Neitzel pointed out some changes she had made to the 
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draft since the board had agreed to send it.  She noted it referred to the “Historic 
Furnace Task Force Preservation Stabilization Project.” and the “City of Lake Oswego 
Historic Resources Advisory Board’s charge to promote historic preservation.”  The 
members accepted the changes and Ms. Neitzel agreed to email the draft to the staff, 
who were to print it on HRAB letterhead for Chair Ross to sign and forward to the task 
force. 
 
Landmarks − Development and Real Estate Activity 

Worthington House 

Chair Ross observed that Jim Larson, a prospective purchaser of the Worthington 
House, 885 McVey Avenue, had been given time on the agenda to present his vision for 
the property, but he was not present.  She said she had suggested he discuss his plans 
with the HRAB and the neighborhood association.  She recalled he wanted to restore 
the house and he wanted the City to vacate an unimproved portion of a public street so 
he could create a garden the public could enjoy.  The Board recalled the property was a 
prominent structure in one of the City’s oldest neighborhoods, it was protected as a City 
Landmark and it was also on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
*Sara Neitzel joined the meeting.  The group recalled the current owner had begun, but 
subsequently terminated, the legal process to remove the house.  The members 
generally indicated they could support allowing the house to be used as a business 
office, but they knew that currently only nonprofit business use was allowed in an 
historic structure on an arterial street in a residential zone under current development 
standards. 
 
Carman Farmhouse 
The Board discussed issues related to the Carman Farmhouse, a designated landmark 
that was known to be for sale.  Ms. McGuire suggested they find out if the Trust for 
Public Lands would be willing to acquire and protect it.  Board members also wanted to 
research how a group of interested citizens could form a foundation to acquire and 
preserve local historic structures.  Chair Ross said she planned to discuss how the Arts 
Foundation was formed with its director.  She said she had heard from similar groups in 
other places that they typically got started when the first property was given to them, 
and then they sold it under specific conditions, including that the foundation was given 
first right of refusal to buy it back if the owner decided to sell.  Ms. McGuire asked if 
the City Attorney would help set up an historic preservation foundation.  Ms. Goganian 
advised the City Council had to first make that policy decision.  She suggested the 
Oswego Heritage Council might also have good advice about how to set up a 
foundation.  Chair Ross said a foundation would be more likely to have funds available 
to purchase an endangered property at the time it was placed on the market than the City 
would be.  Ms. Goganian advised that City decisions had to balance all interests.  Ms. 
McGuire stressed the (circa 1850) Carman Farmhouse was the oldest house in the City.  
Ms. Goganian related it was being considered for inclusion on the next tour of historic 
houses. 
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Pioneer Cemetery 

Ms. Goganian advised that Debra Andreades, Development Review Planner, was the 
planner tracking the project to allow the Pioneer Cemetery to move a caretaker’s house 
onto the site.  She said the conditions of approval included a condition to submit a final 
landscaping plan before an occupancy permit was issued.  The plan had to show 70% 
heirloom plant varieties that represented plants that were seen during the lifetimes of the 
people buried at the cemetery.  She said the approval gave the owner several years to 
complete the project.  She reported neighbors were also concerned about the 
landscaping.  Ms. McGuire reported that the last time she drove by the site she had 
observed no progress on landscaping.  Board members commented that the yucca plants 
they had seen were not appropriate.  They agreed to take and email Ms. Andreades 
current photographs showing the state of landscaping at the site. 
 
Headgate Interpretive Plaque 

Ms. Goganian related that the Special Projects Manager had explained to her that his 
work schedule was full, but he was willing to help install the display.  Ms. McGuire 
anticipated that she would work with Susanna Kuo and Corinna Campbell to design the 
plaque. 
 
Trueblood House 

Ms. Goganian reported Trueblood House owners had submitted a progress report, but a 
scheduled inspection had been rescheduled to January 8, 2008. She said they had 
submitted their application for landmark designation, which would require a public 
hearing.  Ms. McGuire, Mr. Pomazal and Mr. Mather had volunteered to participate in 
the inspection.  Ms. Goganian advised that the preservation work is subject to an 
historic preservation review every six months, and the owners’ were required per the 
sales agreement to obtain required permits and approvals including Resource 
Conservation protection approvals which were estimated to take one year.  She clarified 
the preservation plan had been approved by State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), 
but the City was to enforce it.  She advised that the staff was researching whether or not 
additional processing fees would apply if all exterior alterations had been completed by 
the time the owners applied for Landmark status.  She advised that once staff deemed 
the application to be “complete,” state law limited the review process to 120-days from 
the date of submission, and HRAB was to hear the matter unless the applicant requested 
a continuance for review. 
 
SHPO Database 

Mr. Baker and Mr. Pomazal reported they had spent considerable time converting the 
inventory database from image format to MS Word so it could be more easily edited.  
They confirmed it included updates the Board had approved the previous month.  Ms. 
Goganian reported that a SHPO representative had asked if HRAB planned to update 
the inventory.  The members anticipated that they would continue examining and 
updating inventory items at future meetings.  The other members thanked Mr. Baker 
and Mr. Pomazal for their effort. 
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Inventory 2007/National Register Nomination 

Chair Ross related that Mr. Mather had found a Sundeleaf designed house that might be 
inventoried.  She said he told her the house was not in good condition and the owners 
could not afford to rehabilitate it and were selling it.  She also told the group that the 
Oregonian had highlighted the Wind in the Willows House, circa 1918.  The article 
reported the house was somehow connected with the book of the same name and 
reported it was in excellent condition.  The members found it listed in the Inventory as 
the Twinning House, 2212 Glenmorrie Lane. 
 
Ms. Goganian asked the Board to consider which historic structures and sites would be 
appropriate to include in a potential iron industry, multi-site National Register of 
Historic Places nomination.  She suggested that besides the Workers Cottage, that 
grouping might include the iron mines, the second furnace site, the crucible, and the 
beach landing at the mouth of Oswego Creek that had been important to transportation.  
She said they might even consider including the entire water system, including the 
Headgate, canal and dam, because the iron company had owned them all.  She 
wondered whether they wanted to include Pioneer Cemetery.  She said she would bring 
photographs of the stone quarry that was the source of furnace stone to the next 
meeting.  She reported that she and Susanna Kuo had found old photographs to help 
guide the work on the Workers Cottage.  The members wondered if the City was 
reluctant to publicize the existence of the mines for safety reasons.  Ms. Goganian 
suggested that entry could be controlled so visitors could experience them at the rail bed 
or trail without actually entering the tunnels. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 

LU 07-0091-1659 Findings, Conclusions and Order – Landmark Designation, 210 
Chandler Place 
 
Chair Ross opened the hearing and Ms. McGuire moved to adopt LU 07-0091-1659 
Findings, Conclusions and Order.  Ms. Neitzel seconded the motion and it passed 5:0. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
The Board planned to prepare to discuss HRAB goals and accomplishments, the next 
Merit Award and Landmark plaque projects, and their Preservation Month display at 
their next meeting on January 9, 2008.  There being no further business Chair Ross 
adjourned the meeting at 9:00 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paige Goganian /s/ 
Paige Goganian 
Associate Planner 
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