
 
 

 
 

City of Lake Oswego 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
March 11, 2009 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Co-chair Jeannie McGuire called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of 
March 11, 2009 to order at 7:03 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 380 “A” 
Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present were Co-chair Jeannie McGuire, Tim Mather, Joanne Naylor, Sarah 
Neitzel and Marylou Colver.  Co-chair Tamra Brosseau and Kasey Holwerda were 
excused.  John Olsoni (Youth Member) was absent. 
 
Also in attendance were Council Liaison, Roger Hennagin; Staff Liaison, Paul Espe and 
a guest, Tia Ross. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of November 12, 2008 were edited and accepted.  The Minutes of 
December 10, 2008 were accepted. 
 

Staff agreed to attach a list and the status of “Action Items” to each set of draft 
minutes so the members could track their progress in accomplishing the things the 
Board decided to do at each meeting.  Chair McGuire also suggested individual Board 
members volunteer to take responsibility for ensuring each task was accomplished. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
When the Board observed that the current youth member had not been attending 
meetings, Mr. Espe offered to find out if there were others who would be interested in 
serving on the Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB). 
 
Ms. Colver said she would like to write a monthly, informative, preservation related, 
article in Hello LO!  When Councilor Hennagin recalled that the display of endangered 
and lost homes had been at Heritage House for a year the HRAB asked staff to arrange 
to move it to City Hall for Preservation Week. 
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Mr. Espe announced that the Iron Workers Cottage had been approved for the 
National Register of Historic Places pending some technical revisions to the narrative 
that had to be submitted by March 31st.  Co-chair McGuire suggested issuing a press 
release. 
 

Mr. Espe reported the City had received the new Certified Local Government 
(CLG) grant application form that had to be completed and submitted to the State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) by March 20th.  He recalled the HRAB had 
decided to have the CLG intern work on a context statement about mid-century homes.  
He asked the Board what they wanted to do next.  He suggested another grant project 
might be the Iron Industry Historic Heritage Tour, instead of a National Register 
nomination.  He reported that SHPO now offered both a biennial grant and a 
maintenance grant to continue existing projects.  He said one requirement of the CLG 
application was that HRAB members were to submit their resumes. 
 
Co-chair McGuire announced that she had applied to serve on the Clackamas County 
Heritage Council (CCHC).  CCHC had invited the HRAB to send them information 
about local Preservation Week activities they could publish in their newsletter.  The 
deadline was April 1st. 
 
Ms. Ross reported that the legislature was considering redirecting revenue from the sale 
of license plates from the Heritage Trust of Oregon to the General Fund.  She suggested 
individuals write their legislator. 
 

Co-chair McGuire announced the Northwest History and Heritage Extravaganza 
would be held in Portland April 15-18.  She asked if the City would allot money to pay 
for board members to attend.  Mr. Espe agreed to find out. 
 

Mr. Espe said he would arrange time for the HRAB to go over public hearing 
rules.  He would also circulate an updated HRAB roster.  
 
There was some discussion among Board Members regarding the City’s selective 
process for appointing new members.  The question was raised as to whether or not all 
board members needed to be residents within the City limits.  Tia Ross, who was 
attending the meeting as a member of the audience, suggested the HRAB and other non-
policy-making boards should be allowed to have some members who lived outside the 
City limits, but inside the Urban Services Boundary, as long as they had a Lake Oswego 
address. Councilor Hennagin confirmed the HRAB could recommend that proposal to 
the City Council.  He suggested they find out if other boards would join them in making 
the recommendation.      
 

 Ms. Ross volunteered to draft such a recommendation for the Board to consider.  
Mr. Espe confirmed that someone who moved out of the City after being appointed to a 
board could serve out his/her term but they could not continue to serve on the board.  
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Ms. Ross observed that owners of City property who did not reside in the City were not 
eligible to serve, even though they had a vested interest. 
 

IV. HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH (May 2009) 
 

Select Merit Award Honoree 
Ms. Colver moved to present the Merit Award to Claire Kellogg.  She noted that among 
other things, Ms. Kellogg had worked on the Library’s historic photograph collection.  
The Board agreed by unanimous vote.  Since Ms. Kellogg was a City employee, the 
City Attorney had to be consulted first.  Co-chair McGuire volunteered to prepare the 
award. 
 

Determine Landmark Designation List Property Owners to Receive Plaques 

Mr. Espe reported there were two candidates so far:  Hedrick-Carothers House and 
Trueblood House, which was now on the Landmark Designation List.  He said he would 
send a letter to owners of properties on the list inviting them to participate in the 
Landmark Plaque Program.  He had to order the plaques by March 28th.  Mr. Mather 
offered to help Mr. Espe install the plaques.  Mr. Espe agreed to put an announcement 
about the plaques and Merit Award in Hello LO! and schedule the presentation for the 
first City Council meeting in May. 
 

Discuss Plan for City Hall Preservation Display 
The theme of this year’s Preservation Month was “This Place Matters.”  The HRAB 
decided to ask the Oswego Heritage Council Board if they could move the Lost 
Landmarks display to City Hall during May.  Ms. Colver volunteered to work with 
Corinna Campbell to set it up.  She planned to remove one panel that showed a house 
that had been scheduled for demolition, but might not be demolished.  Co-chair 
McGuire was to call Ms. Holwerda and ask her if she would be in charge of the display 
case.  Ms. Ross volunteered to help Ms. Holwerda. 

* Councilor Hennagin left the meeting. 
 

V. IRON INDUSTRY HERITAGE TRAIL TASK FORCE 
 
Task Force 
The HRAB had once planned to recommend that the City Council appoint an Iron  
Industry Historic Heritage Tour Task Force to fashion the program.  Mr. Espe had the 
preliminary map depicting the trail location.  Co-chair Brosseau had prepared a 
document that described the vision and similar trails and what they needed to include.  
The Board had a letter ready to send to local organizations inviting them to send 
representatives to serve on the task force.  Co-chair McGuire and Co-chair Brosseau 
had presented the trail program to the City Council as a top HRAB goal.  The HRAB 
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had hoped to include representatives from the Chamber of Commerce and the Oswego 
Heritage Council and citizens at large in the task force. 
 
Staff advised the Board that the City Council may not support the formation of a task 
force at this early stage of the project.  Staff also advised that the board begin 
developing the program themselves to a point that might spark more City Council 
interest in moving it forward and appointing a task force.  Mr. Espe reported that the 
planning staff supports the project.  Copies of the outline and the map were given to the 
city manager so he could discuss the trail proposal informally with Council.  Staff 
presented the HRAB members with Mr. Egner’s suggested procedural approach to the 
project and advised them to consider it.  He recommended the HRAB do the necessary 
research on each site to be included.  
 

 Staff advised that HRAB should hold some preliminary meetings with Chamber 
representatives and others to find out who was interested and how they could support 
the program.  Mr. Espe suggested they consider all of the affects and then determine the 
staffing levels necessary for the trail program.   Legal, safe access, parking and permits 
would need to be worked out as well.  He said that neighborhood associations would 
have to be consulted and that they needed to determine what sites were actually 
recognizable and accessible.  Mr. Espe suggested they come up with some marketing 
ideas and determine if they could incorporate cell phone technology.  He anticipated 
that once the task force was appointed they might sort through those ideas and come up 
with some of their own. 
 
When Ms. Colver asked, the Board recalled the Iron Furnace project had spun out of the 
George Rogers Park redevelopment project and had benefited from City Council 
support.  Mr. Espe observed there was a new City Council and a new City Manager and 
they were faced with a lot of high priority projects, such as Lake Oswego Interceptor 
Sewer (LOIS) and the West End Building (WEB).  They would be concerned about the 
level of staffing resources that would have to be devoted to the trail program.  Board 
members then discussed what it would take for them to do the initial organizing work 
and research.   
 

They needed a “business plan” that would include the map, the site research, 
Co-chair Brosseau’s document, an assessment of the economic impact, and a list of 
“players.”  They needed to have enough knowledge in their “back pocket” to answer 
City Council questions.  What permitting would be necessary?  What were the 
constraints and opportunities?  How to ensure the trail traffic would not disrupt a 
neighborhood?  Who would head the program?  Who would be the core group?  Mr. 
Espe clarified that he could make time to support their work on the trail program project 
if the HRAB removed some other work projects from their work plan. 
 

Mr. Mather suggested the Board plan to start work on the program at their next 
meeting and work on it for the next few months.  The first thing they needed to agree on 
was the approach.  Members hoped that Co-chair Brosseau, Ms. Holwerda and Ms. 
Ross could help with the necessary site research.  Co-chair McGuire, Co-chair Brosseau 
and Mr. Espe had already planned to meet the following week.  They would talk about 
the new approach and how Co-chair Brosseau’s documentation could be incorporated 
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into it.  Members talked about asking their Council Liaison, Roger Hennagin, to advise 
them about the best approach to the City Council, but they recalled he had left the 
meeting just before this agenda item was discussed.  Mr. Espe encouraged them to use 
the expertise of staff to help them determine for themselves how they wanted to present 
the program to the City Council.  A former CLG intern had developed a list of potential 
trail sites.  The members noted some of the photographs of trail sites were not very 
interesting and should not be used, in which case they might not be included in the trail, 
or an interpretive display could be used to convey interesting facts about such a site.  
An interpretive sign would be necessary to explain what the crucible was.  However, 
there were interesting photographs of sites such as the Workers Cottage and the Iron 
Furnace.   

Mr. Espe agreed to email all the members a copy of the map and Co-chair 
Brosseau’s letter.  Mr. Mather offered to bring a laptop to the next meeting so someone 
could type while the Board agreed on what to put in the presentation. 
 
Finalize Council Presentation and Work Program (On hold)  

See above discussion. 
 
Select Tentative Date for City Council Presentation (On hold)  

See above discussion.  
 

VI. UPDATES 
 
Survey and Mid-Century Homes Context Statement and Intensive Level Survey 

Mr. Espe reported the new CLG intern, Adrienne Donovan-Boyd was going to 
come to the next meeting to talk about her current work surveying mid-century homes 
in Lake Oswego.  He reported there was a proliferation of them now, but it was good to 
have a record of them because eventually they would be lost as they were remodeled or 
torn down.  He showed a map that was color-coded to show the ages of the City’s 
housing stock.  The oldest homes were around the lake and in First Addition 
Neighbors/Forest Hills (FAN).  He showed slides Ms. Donovan-Boyd had taken as she 
walked around the City surveying examples of mid-century homes.  Some looked very 
appealing, but some were ugly.  There was an example of “Googie” architecture, typical 
of Disneyland or Las Vegas.   
 

Mr. Mather suggested the intern survey a house designed by Sundeleaf on 
Phantom Bluff.  Ms. Colver suggested looking at houses that had been listed in the 
introduction to the Cultural Resources Inventory that had not been included in that 
Inventory. 
 
Landmarks - Designation and Real Estate Activity 

Co-chair McGuire wanted to get more homes on the Landmark Designation List.  
She was going to ask for a volunteer to work with staff to find three more houses to 
save this year. 
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Mr. Mather reported that he was about to start fundraising to reconstruct the Pietro 
Belluschi House at Marylhurst University. 
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for April 8, 2009.  There being no further business Co-
chair McGuire adjourned the meeting at 9:10 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner 
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