
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
City of Lake Oswego 

Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 
 

December 9, 2009 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of 
December 9, 2009 to order at 7:03 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 380 “A” 
Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present:  Chair Jeannie McGuire, Vice Chair Marylou Colver, Craig Foster and 
Joanne Naylor.  Tim Mather, Kasey Holwerda and Whitney Tolar (Youth Member) were 
absent.  Guest:  Tia Ross.  Staff present:  Paul Espe, Staff Liaison / Associate Planner 
 

II. MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of September 9 and October 7, 2009 were approved by unanimous 
agreement of those members present and eligible to vote on them.   
 

III. PETITIONS / COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Espe distributed the CLG Historic Preservation Commission Member Form and asked for 
input.  He planned to arrange a December 14th meeting between himself, CLG intern 
Patience Churchward, McGuire and Holwerda to discuss iron heritage related matters.  
McGuire and Naylor’s terms were expiring, and there was a third, vacant position, but no 
one else had applied by the deadline.  The HRAB had received an announcement that the 
Centennial Celebration kickoff event was to be held at the Lakewood Center on January 
19th.  The Board needed an updated membership roster.   
 

Espe agreed to call Congressman Kurt Schrader’s office to ask if Lake Oswego 
could send an HRAB member to his January 7th meeting with representatives of West Linn 
and Oregon City.  The subject was making Willamette Falls a National Heritage Area.  
Lake Oswego had projects that could mesh well with the efforts being made by the other 
cities.   
 

The City had invited the HRAB to participate in the CIP update process.  Board 
members wanted to know what they needed to do to have the Trail project and possibly 
the Workers Cottage project added to the CIP program and budget.  They asked Espe to 
find out.  Foster volunteered to draft a letter to the City Council.  Members suggested the 
letter should also inform them about what Oregon City and West Linn were doing and 
suggest that linking those projects with Lake Oswego projects could stimulate tourism on 
that stretch of the Willamette River.  Espe suggested members plan to attend a CIP 
program public open house on January 28th.   
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Colver had been invited to make her sustainability presentation to the City Council, but the 
date had not yet been set.  Holwerda suggested she look into joining forces with local 
resident, Mark Ritter, from the Rebuilding Center, who had been invited to explain to the 
City Council what “deconstruction” meant and suggest that the City require it when a 
structure over 50 years old had to be removed.  Holwerda and Foster suggested that the 
HRAB also recommend “deconstruction” instead of “recycling” and making deconstruction 
a requirement for significant remodeling projects as well.     
 
Some believed that Pietro Belluschi had designed the Our Lady of the Lake school gym.  
Holwerda had just met his son, Tony Belluschi, who had advised that Belluschi’s name 
was on many projects that he had very little to do with other than answer questions.  

Espe said he would put the gym on the list of mid-Century properties to be surveyed.   
 

IV. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Iron Industry Context Statement 
 
Patience Churchward was the new CLG intern.  Espe planned to provide her with a list of 
potential candidates for Intensive Local Surveys (ILS) to work on.  Foster asked the Board 
to use addresses to identify homes instead of the owners’ names because he was not as 
familiar with the names.  The group agreed to identify properties by attaching both the 
address and the name.  Foster offered to provide the chain of title and copies of the old 
deeds for each property the board was researching.  All agreed that would be very helpful 
 

V. OLD BUSINESS 
 
Centennial Update 
 
Colver reported she had written the first quarterly “History Snippet” article for Hello L.O. on 
behalf of HRAB.  The first insert would be in the January edition and focused on Lake 
Oswego 1910-1920.  McGuire reported that Kathy Kern had agreed to involve HRAB in 
any event focused on the Furnace.  Holwerda suggested inviting the original task force 
members to the event.   
 
Future properties for next year’s Intensive Level Survey (ILS) 
 
The Board had just put the Smith House and the Wood House on the list.  They added 
both the swim park and its Heritage Tree Grove.  The swim park had not been surveyed 
when the original Cultural Resources Inventory had been compiled in 1989.  Perhaps 
sometime in the future it could be placed on the Landmark Designation Listing (LDL).  The 
Board needed to find out what its original name was.  Colver added the Sucker Creek 
Bridge (circa 1920).  
 
Future properties to be included in the City’s Landmark Designation List (LDL) 
 
Sacred Heart Catholic Church was identified by HRAB as a potential Landmark.   
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Properties to receive plaques 
 
The CLG grant funded four Landmark plaques, but Espe thought he might be able to cover 
five or six if that many owners wanted plaques.  Every year the HRAB wrote a letter to all 
owners of Landmark properties inviting them to accept a plaque.  Last year four of them 
had accepted plaques.  The plaques cost about $120 apiece.  Foster suggested the Board 
send the letters and then follow up with telephone calls.   
 
Old Headgate Site (interpretive plaque)  
 
This was an ongoing agenda item until the Board could arrange for an interpretive plaque.   
 
Iron Industry Artifact Storage update 
 
Espe related that Susanna Kuo was working with the Parks director and the Iron Furnace 
project manager but he had not heard if they had found a storage location.  He offered to 
talk to the project manager and report back to the Board at their next meeting.   Kuo had 
given the HRAB a list showing where each of the artifacts was currently located.   
 

VI. UPDATES 
 
Pietro Belluschi House 
 
Ross announced that the board of trustees of Marylhurst College had officially approved 
placing the Belluschi House on campus.  The local newspaper was going to publish an 
article about it.  The next step was to raise the necessary funds.  The project had been 
awarded its first grant for $2,500.   
 
Trueblood House 
 
Espe advised it was time for another inspection.  He would contact the owners to arrange 
it.  Several board members asked to go along to see it.  Espe reported that progress had 
been slow.  Neighbors told him they could accept that as long as the work was done by the 
deadline and were not interested in granting the Perrins any additional extensions.  Espe 
observed the exterior had a coat of primer; the windows were still boarded up; the existing 
roof had not been replaced but roofing material had been purchased the old garage had 
also been demolished.   
 
Landmarks: Development and Real Estate Activity 
 
The Board set aside this time to discuss Landmarks that might be in jeopardy.  One house 
they discussed was the Marion Platts house on 595 6th Street.  No one has expressed 
interest in purchasing the property and the future of the house was still uncertain.  Colver 
reported that Oregon City had just adopted code that did not allow demolition via 
negligence.  The Worthington House, 885 McVey, had been rehabbed and rented.  The 
owner said he was proud to own it.  A relative of the owners was living in Carman/Wilmot 
House, 4811 Carman Drive. Perhaps the owners needed to be made aware that if they 
took steps to preserve it they would be eligible for a 20% tax credit plus a property tax 
assessment break.   
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VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled on Wednesday, January 13, 2010.  There being no 
further business, Chair McGuire adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner 
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