
  
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
August 10, 2011 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
 
Vice Chair Kasey Holwerda called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of August 10, 
2011, to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 360 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, 
Oregon.   
 
Members present: Vice Chair Kasey Holwerda, Craig Foster, Tim Mather,  

Holly Rodway and Donald Ross 
Members excused/absent: Chair Jeannie McGuire (E), Lisa Leahy (A) and Madeline 

Brewster (Youth Member)(A) 
Council Liaison:  Mary Olson (*Arrived prior to discussion of Item 6.5) 
Guests: Susanna Kuo, Erin O’Rourke-Meadors, Marylou Colver, Rick 

Cook,  Jan Wirtz, Parks and Recreation Cultural Recreation 
Supervisor 

Staff present: Paul Espe, Staff Liaison/Associate Planner 
 
2. MINUTES  

2.1 June 8 and July 13, 2011 
 
The Minutes of June 8, 2011 were corrected and approved by unanimous vote.  The Minutes of 
July 13, 2011 were corrected and approved by unanimous vote 
 
3. PETITIONS / COMMUNICATIONS 

3.1 Elections for Chair and Vice Chair 
 
Craig Foster nominated Holly Rodway to serve as Chair of the Historic Resources Advisory 
Board. Tim Mather seconded the nomination and Chair Rodway was elected by unanimous 
vote. 
 
Don Ross nominated Craig Foster to serve as Vice Chair of the Historic Resources Advisory 
Board.  Tim Mather seconded the nomination and Vice Chair Foster was elected by unanimous 
vote. 
 

3.2 Remaining Farmer’s Market Dates for 2011:  August 20 and September 17 
 
Mr. Espe was to re-circulate the volunteer schedule in case any members wanted to trade 
dates.    
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3.3 Public Hearing: 1097 Chandler Road (Van Houten) 
 
The hearing date was changed to October 12, 2011.   
 

3.4 Potential LDL designation:  3800 Lakeview Boulevard (Lake Grove Swim Park) 
 
At its August 23 meeting the School Board was going to discuss whether to go forward with 
designating the Lake Grove Swim Park as a local landmark.  Mr. Espe and Mr. Ross planned to 
attend that meeting.   
 

3.5 Upcoming presentation:  Comprehensive Plan Periodic Review  
 

Mr. Espe announced Long Range Planning staff would come to the September 14 meeting to 
talk about the Comprehensive Plan update process.  
 
4. CITIZEN COMMENT (Regarding matters not on the agenda) 
 
Suzanna Kuo showed what the sign to be installed at the Worker’s Cottage would look like.  She 
reported a Sherwood vendor would fabricate and install the signs.  She reported Oswego 
Pioneer Cemetery planned to install its own sign at about the same time.    Ms. O’Rourke-
Meadors circulated the Hanley Farm Brochure to serve as an example for this use. She 
suggested the staff apply for a Preserving Oregon grant to help fund the Workers’ Cottage 
project.  Acting Chair Holwerda asked him to examine the information and report back about 
the feasibility of applying for the grant.   
 
5. PRESENTATIONS 

5.1 Laura Masterson: CSA Farmer for Luscher Farms 
 
This presentation was postponed.  Parks and Recreation Cultural Recreation Supervisor Jan 
Wirtz introduced herself and offered to answer any questions. 
 
6. NEW BUSINESS 

6.1 Luscher Farm Master Plan (Incorporation of Historic Elements and Museum) 
 
Mr. Espe had compiled a list of discussion questions and Marylou Colver had emailed her input.  
Three of the Board members had toured the Farm.  During the discussion, Acting Chair 
Holwerda observed consensus to support the concept of an interpretive trail between Shipley-
Cook Farm and Luscher Farm.  The group agreed the interior of the farmhouse, the collection 
room and its contents were not suitable for a house-tour type of museum.  The house had been 
altered in the 1950s and was not compatible with the original design. The City should decide 
what contents it wanted to keep and then consider offering the rest of the contents back to the 
Luscher Family.  Mr. Ross advised the City should keep the antique Victrolla.  Ms. Holwerda 
observed the Board wanted to preserve the option to have some sort of agricultural 
interpretation of the farm machinery and out-buildings considered in the new master plan.  The 
City could collect more historic implements from other places to round out the farm museum.  
It might need to consult an expert to advise it regarding which was historic farming equipment.  
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Ms. O’Rourke-Meadors reported that the Farm had multiple ownerships and not all of them 
had operated it as a farm.  She advised Shipley-Cook was a more significant farm property.  The 
HRAB questioned whether or not the barn was a good place to allow self-guided tours because 
of the equipment. They agreed it could be open for special events. This would reduce the 
staffing needs for a full time museum use. Meanwhile, people could enjoy the site and the 
historic core of the farm - the farmhouse, barn, chicken coop and utility buildings.  A walking 
brochure could be developed to explain the site.  
 
Acting Chair Holwerda summed up that the HRAB consensus was to support an interpretive trail 
and the concept that the area was a heritage area, but it did not support a house museum.  It 
believed there was some potential for having an agricultural display a couple of times a year on 
special occasions.  It should be determined whether the farming equipment had historical 
value.  There should be some sort of interpretive sign.  The HRAB could help PRAB with that.  
Mr. Ross then raised the issue of encroachment by active recreational uses into the heritage 
landscape.  He noted Parks and Recreation planned to put in more sports fields.  He suggested 
the HRAB state its position regarding sports fields in its master planning recommendation. 
 
Mr. Ross moved to recommend that the original Luscher Farm - as purchased by the City in 
1992 - remain as a farm in accordance with its County Exclusive Farm Use (EFU) zoning.  Mr. 
Mather seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  Mr. Ross anticipated keeping it EFU would 
prevent any more expansion of active recreational uses.  Mr. Espe cautioned that EFU did not 
allow CSA farming either.  Mr. Mather and Ms. Holwerda then suggested rewording the motion 
to eliminate a reference to EFU and to say the HRAB supported community farming there.  Ms. 
O’Rourke-Meadors read aloud a section of the 1997 master plan where it said the historic part 
of the property - the farmhouse and barn - would be used for community event space, 
temporary animals, community gardens and orchards.  Ms. Holwerda suggested just saying the 
HRAB supported that part of the 1997 Master Plan and no other active Parks and Recreation 
uses or sporting fields.  Mr. Mather suggested it recommend that for a larger area that included 
surrounding farms, not just Luscher Farm.   
 
Mr. Mather moved to recommend that the new master plan be consistent with the list of uses 
on page 38 of the 1997 Master Plan.  That list should apply to the entire Luscher Farm planning 
area (including Luscher Farm and the surrounding properties that the City had control over).  
Holly Rodway seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote.  Acting Chair Holwerda 
directed the staff to draft the recommendation and circulate it via email to Board members.  
Mr. Mather then recalled that Councilor Olson had told him community gardening was allowed 
under a conditional use permit.   
 

6.2 Shipley/Cook Farm 
 
Rick Cook advocated an agricultural heritage trail that would tell the story of local agricultural 
history.  He provided a copy of “Baker-Cook Daybooks” which documented many decades of 
activities.  It talked about the first grange hall and described the Shipley’s relationship with 
Native Americans.   His great-grandfather had initially come to the area because of the iron 
company. He had found examples of other agricultural tour trails online.  Ms. O’Rourke 
Meadors suggested forming a working group to look at which aspects of Luscher Farm were 
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historic.  Acting Chair Holwerda asked Mr. Espe to find out if PRAB and NRAB were interested in 
forming a work group to consider the both the concept of an agricultural trail and what aspects 
of Luscher Farm were historic.   

 
6.3 Workers’ Cottage subcommittee for future uses 

 
Mr. Espe recapped the first meeting.  The group would report to HRAB and staff would 
formulate the resulting HRAB recommendation and present it to Council.  Participants had 
expressed reluctance to spend money on the Worker’s Cottage before its use was determined, 
so the staff had suggested they develop a full range of options.  One member of the group who 
was present at the HRAB meeting stressed that they needed to know what the use would be, 
but another explained that was what the staff was pushing for, but there were elements of the 
Preservation Plan that needed to be done no matter what, and those things should be done 
while there was money to do them.  The question of use could be focused on later in the 
process.  Mr. Espe reported that Ms. Kuo had volunteered to research what other jurisdictions 
had done and Tia Ross had volunteered to research what grants the Cottage might be eligible 
for.  Jordan Wheeler had been appointed project manager and he was to work with the Building 
Official.  Ms. Holwerda suggested Mr. Jordan should be attending work group meetings.  She 
asked Mr. Espe to either invite Mr. Jordan to the HRAB’s September meeting to update the 
Board regarding the plans, the scope of work and the timeline, or email the report.  Mr. Ross 
advised that an engineer should look at the Cottage to determine what needed to be repaired 
and if it could be done with the amount budgeted for the project.  He wanted the work group 
to meet more often.  Ms. Holwerda suggested the group talk about that at its next meeting.   

 
6.4 Incentive Funding Programs (Lake Oswego Hunt Club) 

 
The Hunt had expressed interest in the program, but the staff and Board did not know how 
much it would ask for or what it would use the money for.  Mr. Espe had drafted 
correspondence and attached an application, a copy of the guidelines, and a link to a web page.   
The Board had not established a per applicant funding limit. Ms. Holwerda did not want to set a 
limit.  She noted the Board did not know how many applications it would get and each amount 
had to be large enough to make a difference for the homeowners who needed it.  Mr. Espe was 
concerned about how much staff time the program would require.  He agreed to check with 
West Linn and Oregon City staff and report back.  Another unknown was the City’s response to 
the wetland on the Hunt property.  The Hunt had been encroaching into the buffer for quite 
some time.  Ms. Holwerda planned to talk with Planning staff about that.  Mr. Ross and Ms. 
Holwerda agreed that The Hunt was an important historic resource.  She wanted to help them 
in any way possible.   
 

6.5 HRAB Mural Policy 
 
*Councilor Mary Olson joined the meeting.  The HRAB had asked the City to reconsider its 
position that no public review was required for a mural on an historic building (for “new paint”).  
The staff considered the request and then concluded that some level of regulation should be 
required because placing a painted mural on the building was a “change in appearance.”  Mr. 
Espe asked the Board to recommend what aspects of painted murals or graphics on historic 
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buildings should be subject to review.  Ms. Holwerda volunteered to draft the language for the 
Board to consider and email it to the members.   
 

6.6 Board absence/open positions 
 
Acting Chair Holwerda asked Mr. Espe to contact Lisa Leahy to let her know her term was about 
to expire.  Several other HRAB positions were about to expire.   
 

6.7 16847 Greenbriar Road (on National Register)  
 
Mr. Espe reported the owner had asked to meet with staff to find out how to remove the house 
from the LDL.   
 
7. OLD BUSINESS 

7.1 LDL Properties final list 
 
Mr. Espe presented the final list.  HRAB members had been asked to submit their votes, but Mr. 
Espe reported that only Ms. Holwerda and Ms McGuire had done so.   
 

7.2 Farmers’ Market Booth (additional supplies and design) 
 
Ms. Rodway presented some pictures of sample designs and agreed to email them to Mr. Espe.    
 

7.3 National Register plaques for Workers’ Cottage and Iron Furnace (narrative and 
design needed) 

 
Ms. Colver proposed a format.  Only the name of the property and the date was necessary.  The 
board agreed to make the plaques rectangular so they were a different shape than other 
historic signs.   
 

7.4 Museum Signs for State Street and McVey 
 
Mr. Espe reported that this work was in progress.   
 

7.5 Headgate Interpretive Material 
 
This discussion was postponed.  There was no budget for the project yet.   
 
8. UPDATES 

8.1 Kinsman Grant (submitted and accepted by the Kinsman Foundation 
 
Mr. Espe reported the application had been submitted and accepted for consideration.   
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8.2 Update: Trueblood House 
 
Mr. Espe reported the owners were nearly finished with the work and the open house date was 
tentatively scheduled on September 17 and18.  Mr. Mather reported they still needed to do 
some landscape work.  He deemed the project a success even though there had been some 
“hiccups.”     
 

8.3 Willamette Falls Heritage Area Update 
 
Ms. Colver had circulated her presentation.  Councilor Olson had nothing to report.  The 
heritage group was had not yet asked Lake Oswego to participate.   
 

8.4 Preserve America Update 
 
This discussion was postponed. 
 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled on September 14, 2011.  There being no further business 
Acting Chair Holwerda adjourned the meeting at 7:05 p.m.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner  
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