
  
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
December 14, 2011 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 

Chair Jeannie McGuire called the December 14, 2011 meeting of the Historic Resources 
Advisory Board (HRAB) to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Courtroom of City Hall, 380 A 
Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon.   

Members present: Chair Jeannie McGuire, Vice Chair Craig Foster,  
Kasey Holwerda, Tim Mather and Donald Ross 
 

Members excused / absent: Lisa Leahy (A), Holly Rodway (E) 
 

Council Liaison: Mary Olson (not present) 

Staff: Paul Espe, Associate Planner/Staff Liaison 

Guest(s): Tia Ross 

 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 2.1 September 14, 2011 

Mr. Ross moved to approve the Minutes of September 14, 2011.  Chair McGuire seconded the 
motion and it passed by unanimous vote of those members present and eligible to vote. 

 2.2 October 12, 2011 

Ms. Holwerda moved to approve the Minutes of October 12, 2011.  Mr. Mather seconded the 
motion and it passed by unanimous vote of those members present and eligible to vote. 

3. CITIZEN COMMENT (None) 

4. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 4.1 Hearing: 1097 Chandler Road (Van Houten)  

The hearing had been postponed indefinitely.   

 4.2 Worker’s Cottage subcommittee meeting  

The next subcommittee meeting was to be held on January 19, 2012 in the Community 
Development Room of City Hall.  Each member had been assigned a research task.   

 4.3 Luscher Farm Master Plan 

The Planning Commission hearing was postponed indefinitely.   

 4.4 Items in the local newspaper 

The November 24 Review contained the HRAB’s response to a an article about the Lake Oswego 
Swim Park written by Ms. Holwerda.  The December 8 Review contained a letter from Chair 
McGuire which supported Ms. Holwerda’s letter and also discussed the merits of preservation.  
A reporter contacted Chair McGuire the previous week regarding HRAB’s position on Luscher 
Farm. She indicated that the Board’s written position was in support of farming use.   
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 4.4 Comprehensive Plan update - Goals and policies 

Mr. Mather reported the CAC met that day and was working on Historic Resources goals and 
policies. He distributed copies of the goal and policies the staff had drafted.  He had been asked 
to provide HRAB comments by December 23.  The next CAC meeting was January 4, 2012.  The 
HRAB members each had a copy of a letter from Marylou Colver containing her comments 
regarding the issue.   

During the discussion, the Board agreed that Goal 5, Policy 3 should say ‘Conserve, educate and 
promote the best use of historic resources instead of just ‘conserve and promote.’  The same 
policy listed strategies for accomplishing that, including ‘allowing incorporation of new energy 
saving building materials.’  It did not mention demolition by neglect.  The Board favored striking 
the energy saving materials phrase in Policy 3, because most preservationists would not favor a 
policy that would encouraged use of vinyl windows.  The HRAB expressed a desire to provide 
language that safeguarded against “demolition by neglect” within the policy. They suggested 
adding a fourth policy that the City would incorporate at least one historic element into each 
redevelopment project.   

Tim Mather, the CAC representative discussed his findings from the meeting. The Board 
observed that the section that listed themes based on citizen comment needed to be rewritten 
because they were not clear. Mr. Mather planned to ask for clarification at the next CAC 
meeting. He reported that 3,500 comments had been submitted online in addition to the 
comments from summit participants.   

Mr. Mather planned to insert the HRAB–recommended changes into the text and send copies to 
the staff and Board members.  Chair McGuire suggested the HRAB devote a portion of each 
future meeting to talk about the implementation details.  There was general agreement to send 
the draft goal and policies to the OHC and other private preservation groups for their 
comments.   

 4.4 Belluschi Pavilion 

Mr. Mather reported the project was 72% funded.  He hoped it would be built next spring.   

5. NEW BUSINESS 

 5.1 HRAB Council Goals 

Mr. Espe distributed a list of suggested projects the HRAB might work on next year.  The 
members agreed to talk about it at the next meeting.   

 5.2 Preservation Clinics / Preservation Month / Other public outreach 

The HRAB planned to present the Merit Award and LDL plaque(s) during Preservation Month 
(May).  Mr. Foster agreed to be in charge of arranging for preservation presentations to local 
real estate companies during April and May.  Ms. Ross volunteered to help.  The Board talked 
about holding an appreciation event for LDL owners and a window clinic.     

 5.3 Youth Member protocol 

Chair McGuire reported she had tried to contact the current youth member.  There had been no 
response.  The Board had also had non-attendance problems with previous youth members.  
They had discussed the problem so many times in the past they were reluctant to waste time 
talking about it again.  Ms. Holwerda volunteered to talk with Councilor Olson about it.   

6. OLD BUSINESS 

 6.1 HRAB Mural Policy 

At the last meeting the Board recommended a code change that would allow for the review of 
murals and graphics on Landmark buildings.  Ms. Holwerda had submitted a suggested 
definition for ‘mural’ that the staff was working on.  Mr. Espe advised the proposed change 
would be added to the list of future code changes to consider.    He did not yet know how the 
HRAB decision would affect a local gas station owner’s ability to put a mural on the Landmark 
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building next door.   

 6.2 Update: Incentive Funding Program 

Mr. Espe was in the process of contacting the recipients to let them know they would receive a 
grant. 

 6.3 Update: Worker’s Cottage / Future Use Work Group 

Mr. Espe had emailed the update to the Board members. He reported Jordan Wheeler was 
going to send bid documents out that week.  He agreed to provide Mr. Ross with a copy of the 
documents.  1:01   

 6.4 Next steps:  Oswego Iron Heritage Trail 

Trail signs had been installed without any notice to the HRAB and OIHT subcommittee.  The 
Board did not have the opportunity to plan an event or ceremony commemorating the 
installation. The signs were installed without the QR code the Board requested.  The sign design 
contractors had been told about the QR code and how to register it.  It was still possible to put 
the code on stickers pasted on the signs.  Board members were concerned the local newspaper 
would do a story on the project before the Board had a chance to debut the trail to the 
community.    They agreed the subcommittee should meet on January 6 to talk about publicity, 
brochures, a map, the QR code and a press release.  Mr. Foster and Mr. Mather advised the 
press release should be issued as soon as possible.   Chair McGuire questioned whether the 
person Parks and Recreation had assigned to manage the project was actually managing it.  She 
planned to send out a memorandum to all involved and invite Christine Kirk, the City’s public 
relations staff, to the subcommittee meeting.  She agreed to alert the Review reporter that the 
HRAB was going to issue an official press release in January.  The subcommittee was to report 
back to the HRAB.   

 6.5 Remaining LDL Invitation Letters 

The Board asked Mr. Espe to draft and send out the letters.   

 6.6 Headgate Interpretive Material 

Chair McGuire reported that the OIHT sign contractors had indicated they could not work on 
this project.  The Board talked about finding another contractor.   Mr. Espe was going to submit 
a budget request for it.   

 6.7 589 Ridgeway Road (John Yeon House) 

Mr. Espe reported an owner had contacted him to ask how to put the property on the LDL.  
Then he did not hear from her again.  He believed the property had been sold.  Mr. Foster was 
going to check on that.   

 6.8 National Register plaques / State and McVey Furnace Signs 

Mr. Espe reported that he had ordered the plaques.  The City would have to provide the McVey 
and southbound State Street signs.  ODOT would only approve the northbound sign because of 
the width of the right-of-way.  

 6.9 Board positions 

Ms. Holwerda had reapplied to serve on the HRAB.  Mr. Mather’s and Ms. Leahy’s terms were 
expiring and Mr. Foster was leaving.  Mr. Foster related he appreciated the time he had spent 
serving on the Board.   

 7.0 National Register candidate 

Mr. Espe asked the Board to examine the comment sheet and determine if the document 
adequately described the property.  Ms. Holwerda suggested imposing a condition that the 
owners put the property on the LDL and take the skylights out of the roof.  That affected its 
integrity.  The property had never been inventoried, so the Board knew very little about it.  Mr. 
Espe advised the house was proposed for the National Register because of a person it was 
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associated with.  It was not architecturally significant.  If the owners wanted a tax break the 
house had to be on the local listing.   

8. UPDATES (None) 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

The next meeting was scheduled on January 11, 2012.  Chair McGuire adjourned the meeting at 
approximately 8:40 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Paul Espe 

Associate Planner 
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