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Present:      Patt Bilow, Colleen Bennett, Patrick Curran, Marie Lewandowski, and Betsy Walls
 
Staff Present:                        Jan Erickson, Jackie Rose, and Joyce Niewendorp
 
Others Present:                        Councilor Ellie McPeak and Patt Thomas
 
Excused:                        Fred Baldwin, Bill Gallagher and Maria Meneghin
 
The Library Advisory Board meeting was called to order by Chair Pat Curran at 7:02 p.m.
 
                     I. Introductions

Introductions were made around the table.
 
Chair Curran stated that next time he would ask everyone to give an extended introduction including
such things as how long they have been involved with the Lake Oswego Library or other libraries.
 

II.                Approval of Minutes ñ March 12, 2003
Colleen Bennett, seconded by Patt Bilow, made a motion to approve the minutes of the March
12, 2003 Library Advisory Board meeting.  The motion carried.

 
Chair Curran proposed condensing the minutes of the Library Advisory Board.  The consensus of
the Board was to have abbreviated minutes in the future.

 
                  III.             Public Comment

Patt Thomas mentioned there are digital voice recorders that could be used for the minutes.  The
downloaded files would be one way to keep long term detailed documentation. 
 
Patt Curan expressed his appreciation to Patt Thomas for the circulation spreadsheet she shares with
the Board each month.  He asked Ms. Thomas what she gleans from the numbers that she would
offer to the Board for consideration.  Patt Thomas responded that she began doing the spreadsheets
because she was curious about the usage patterns and wanted to watch the trends.  Videos were the
first to skyrocket and now DVDs are taking off.  Anime, the adult comic books, are very popular
with the junior high and high school students.  Ms. Thomas stated that to know the interests of the
patrons, could help the Board and Library staff look at services.
 

 
                   IV.      Directorís Report

Director Erickson stated that in March the Library co-sponsored the First Wednesday program at the
Heritage House entitled ìIn Search of Early Chinese Immigrants in Lake Oswego.î  Seventy-five
people attended the April co-sponsored program about historic homes in Lake Oswego.  Darby
OíGill, an Irish folk group, performed at the Library in April for the First Tuesdaysí music program. 
For National Kite Month, the Library is displaying Jon Reinschreiberís kite collection in April.
 
Ms. Erickson stated that April 6-12, 2003 is National Library Week.  During this week, the Lake
Oswego Public Library is holding a daily drawing giving patrons a chance to win one of the theme
book baskets on display. 
 
The Director stated that she attended the City sponsored play reading of Lilac Samba at the
Lakewood Community Center.  Playwright Francesca Sanders gave the Library copies of her short
published plays for its collection.
 
Ms. Erickson thanked Colleen Bennett for making the arrangements to display watercolorist Mary
Kollman Bellís artwork in the Library.  Also on display in the Library is a gardening book display.   
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Jan Erickson stated that the Friends of the Library approved five grants adding approximately
$11,000 worth of enhancement to the Library by providing funding for art books, music books, a
sound system, hospitality, ComicTalk teen book group, and First Tuesdaysí music program.
 
Director Erickson stated that the equipment arrived for the adaptive technology software funded by
a previous grant from the Friends of the Library.  The adaptive technology allows blind and visually
impaired people to access the Internet.  Other additions to the Reference Department are an express
Internet station with a 10-minute time limit and a color printer for patron use. 
 
Director Erickson stated that Assistant City Manager Chris Jordan asked her to share the following
budget information with the Board.  The proposed budget was delivered to the Budget Committee
this afternoon.  More copies will be available for the public on Friday.  The budget is balanced and
no reduction of library services is proposed in the two-year budget.  The budget includes a tax
increase of 9 cents for 2003-2004 and another 9-cent increase for 2004-2005.  The ending fund
balance for the general fund, which used to be well above the policy requirements, is now right at
the policy requirements.  At this point, it looks like the County intends to maintain the current level
of funding for the libraries. 
 
Jan Erickson reported that circulation for the month of March was a record breaking 115,789, the
most items checked out in one month from the Lake Oswego Public Library.
 
Colleen Bennett asked if the distribution formula for the libraries will remain at 85%/15%.  Jan
Erickson responded that LNIB had not voted on that yet. 
 
Youth Services Manager Jackie Rose stated that the teen program is doing very well.  Last month
local comic book artist Michael Eury gave a session at the Library about how to write and illustrate
graphic novels.  The Youth Services Department offered two teen summer job workshops in April. 
The Teen Advisory Board is in the process of creating an original script that will publicize the teen
summer reading program on Tualatin Valley Television.  Councilor McPeak suggested that Ms.
Rose contact Robyn Christie to arrange to have the piece shown at a City Council meeting.  Ms.
Rose mentioned that other April activities in the Youth Services Department include the ComicTalk
teen group, free puppet show, Fools in Paradise African music group, Campfire Girlsí summer
camp program, Mud Pie Trio performance, and Tears of Joy Whoís in Hareís House theatre. 
 
Jackie Rose stated that Applebeeís is contributing a free kidís meal to every child who completes
his/her summer reading quota. 
 

                    V.           Chairís Report
Chair Curran distributed a newspaper article from The New York Times, Sunday, March 9, 2003,
entitled Machines Make Moral Judgments, Selectively.  This article is a commentary about the
Childrenís Internet Protection Act (CIPA) now being heard by the Supreme Court.  Pat Curran stated
there are two pieces of legislation, the Childrenís Internet Protection Act and the USA Patriot Act,
which may have a significant impact on the policies and workflow at the Library. 
 
The Chair asked Jan Erickson if she or her designee would speak on CIPA and the USA Patriot Act
at the next Library Advisory Board meeting.  He asked that each of the Board members visit the
American Library Association (ALA) Web site before the next meeting to review the information
regarding these topics.  Director Erickson responded that she would be happy to speak on CIPA and
the USA Patriot Act. 
 
Colleen Bennett reported that the Friendsí foundation group continues to gather information about
the formation of a foundation. 
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Marie Lewandowski said that the First Tuesdaysí music committee plans to spotlight world music
this coming season. 
 

       VI.    Work Plan
Chair Curran asked if everyone received the Revised Draft 4/9/2003 Library Advisory Board Work
Plan for 2003-04.  He stated that he followed the specific categories listed in the mission statement
for the Library Advisory Board. 
 
Pat Curran asked if anything is missing from the work plan that should be included.  Director
Erickson responded that she would like to include grants under fundraising.  Jackie Rose discussed
the following grants that the Library pursues, in addition to the generous grants received from the
Friends of the Lake Oswego Public Library:

…        State Ready to Read Grant
…        Lake Oswego Junior Womenís Club Grant

Jan Erickson stated that Volunteer Coordinator Arlene Kraft has grant writing experience.  Ms. Kraft
will pursue grants for the Library with Board Member Patt Bilow serving as a resource person. 
 
Jackie Rose suggested that instead of the singular ìeventî under fund-raising, the Board might want
to include ìevents.î 
 
Colleen Bennett asked if the Board and staff could discuss the marketing committee.  Pat Curran
stated that he and Jan Erickson would like to encourage any Board members with marketing
experience and interest to share their expertise with the Libraryís marketing committee.  Jan
Erickson said that the members can do this by requesting to be included on the committeeís
agenda.  
 
Director Erickson stated that she spoke with the Chair about the Library developing powerful
partnerships, like the collaborative effort with the Heritage House.  The marketing committee is
planning an event at the Library during the Art Festival to promote the arts.  Councilor McPeak
suggested that the Library take advantage of the sizeable portion of the Cityís art collection that is
located at the Library by providing a docent. 
 
The Board discussed possibilities for the Libraryís involvement in the Art Festival and other City
events such as the Farmersí Market.  Colleen Bennett agreed to contact Kathy Kern to see if it is
possible to have a table or a booth at the Farmersí Market.  Ms. Bennett also said she would see if
the Library can get space at the Art Festival. 
 
Patt Bilow suggested that some aspect of the Library could be the Leadership groupís community
project.  She also suggested an article in The Review about the pet memorials at the Library. 
 
Director Erickson stated that the marketing committee decided to include specific Library services
along with programs in press releases. 
 
Patt Curran stated that Marie Lewandowski is working with the music program and Colleen Bennett
is working on the art exhibits.  The speakersí series during the summer will replace the First
Tuesdaysí music program. 

 
Colleen Bennett suggested a permanent display of the First Tuesdaysí banners in front of the Library
as a reminder to patrons.
 
Chair Curran stated that he thinks the Libraryís mission statement should be on every document the
Board puts together.  Referring to the Boardís work plan, Pat Curran explained that the reason he
included ìcoordination with Friends of the Library Foundationî under Fund-raising, is so that the
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Board can complement the fundraising efforts and not compete or nullify any fundraising efforts. 
Councilor McPeak emphasized that it is important to choose fundraising dates early and have them
on the City calendar, as more organizations in the community start raising money. 
 
Pat Curran asked Jan Erickson for the type of event that she would like to see sponsored.  Councilor
McPeak suggested that an annual event or an event scheduled every other year is the ideal.  Colleen
Bennett stated that she thinks it is important that during a fundraiser or event, it is clear to the
donors what they are giving to.  It was agreed that collaboration between the Board and the Friends
is important. 
 
Director Erickson stated that during the last meeting she said that the Board is not the voice of the
patrons.  What she meant when she made that statement was that patrons always have open door
access to her.  She looks at the Board as representing the community. 
 
Chair Curran pointed out that the Library and the Library Board is partially funded by the County. 
Helping the County succeed helps the Library.  He plans to contact County Network Administrator
Joanna Rood to see what the Board can do to help in terms of helping with a levy, writing grants,
and/or getting the County whatever advocacy help they need within the resources and time
constraints of everyone.  He thinks the work plan should include an emphasis at that level.  Patt
Bilow suggested the Chamber as one of the organizations under Collaboration. 
 
The Board discussed with Jackie Rose ways they might assist with the school presentations.  Ms.
Rose explained the types of Library services she talks about with the students.  She has found that
the Lake Oswego community is a very library carded community. 
 
Betsy Walls said that, as the editor of her high school newspaper, she would include relevant press
releases in the high school paper.  Patt Bilow and Marie Lewandowski also asked to be included in
the e-mail group receiving press releases.
 
Patt Bilow suggested they find out the names and types of organizations meeting in the City and
then ask to provide lists of appropriate materials and services available at the Library.  Councilor
McPeak responded that the City has a database of most of the community organizations.
 
Director Erickson stated that the Libraryís Web site offers users the opportunity to suggest materials
the Library could add to the collection.  What they have not offered is the online opportunity for
users to purchase materials in selected subject areas within the collection.  She would like to pursue
this option. 
 
Chair Curran asked Youth Services Manager Jackie Rose if she would give an overview of her
school visits at the June Library Advisory Board meeting.  Jackie Rose agreed. 
 
Patt Bilow asked Councilor McPeak how the Council would like the Library Board to participate in
the budget process.  Councilor McPeak responded that one thing the Board could do in the
interviewing process for new Board members, is to ask if the candidate would be helpful in
fundraising.  Patt Bilow asked what the Board could do to influence the County.  Councilor McPeak
responded that if a levy gets on the ballot, the Library Advisory Board would be the group to
generate support for passing the levy. 
 
Chair Curran stated that he would take the comments and suggestions from this meeting to prepare a
work plan for the Library Advisory Board.
 
Jan Erickson mentioned that May 14, 2003 is the date of the next Library Advisory Board meeting. 
On May 14th, there also will be a Road Scholars lecture about Frida Kahlo.  This lecture is part of
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the community lecture program offered by the Center for the Study of Women in Society at the
University of Oregon.  The consensus of the Board was to change the date of the Library Advisory
Board meeting to Wednesday, May 21, 2003. 

 
VII.Adjournment

The Library Advisory Board meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
 
                                                                 Respectfully submitted,
 
 
 
                                                                          Joyce Niewendorp
                                                                    Recording Secretary
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