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Present:                  Fred Baldwin, Patt Bilow, Patrick Curran, Bill Gallagher,
                              Marie Lewandowski, and Maria Meneghin
 
Staff Present:          Jan Erickson, Jackie Rose, Bill Baars, Janice Deardorff and
                              Joyce Niewendorp
 
Others Present:       Councilor Ellie McPeak and Patt Thomas
 
Excused:                 Colleen Bennett
 
Absent:                   Betsy Walls
 
 
The Library Advisory Board meeting was called to order by Chair Pat Curran at 7:01 p.m.
 
Chair Curran stated that he is going to move a couple of items on the agenda.  He wants to approve the minutes, then
give everyone a chance to introduce themselves and tell everyone their favorite book. 
 

II.Approval of Minutes ñ May 21, 2003
 

                              Patt Bilow made a motion, seconded by Fred Baldwin, to approve
the minutes of the May 21, 2003 Library Advisory Board meeting minutes.  The motion
carried.
 
Bill Gallagher asked when the recommendation to increase fines and fees goes before Council for a
vote.  Director Erickson responded that the resolution goes before Council on June 17, 2003.  If 
Council approves the recommended fine and fee schedule, the new fees will go into effect on July 1,
2003. 

 
I.Introductions

Chair Curran stated that he was born in Portland and has lived in Lake Oswego for about six years. 
He runs a company called Physician Resource Northwest.  He first became involved with libraries at
Menlo Park in the Bay area with an adult literacy program.  He uses the Lake Oswego Library all
the time with his six year-old twins.  His two favorite books are A Confederacy of Dunces by John
Kennedy Toole and Stuart Little by E. B. White.
 
Joyce Niewendorp stated that she started working for a library about six years ago and that is when
she decided to go to library school.  She has worked in four different libraries since that time.  Her
favorite childrenís book is The Little Engine That Could.
 
Bill Baars, Manager for Reference and Adult Services, was born in Portland and grew up in Lake
Oswego.  He has worked at the Lake Oswego Library since December.  He said choosing your
favorite book is like choosing your favorite child.  He said his oldest daughter is named after the
Madeline books, so he will choose Madeline.
 
Maria Meneghin stated that she has been in Lake Oswego for a little over eight years.  Her
background and degrees are in geography, but she worked in a public library in Santa Clara and in a
junior college library in San Jose.  She also worked for Davis Library at University of California.  In
addition to her library experience, she is married to a librarian.  Currently she is not working, as she
takes care of her 92 year-old mother who lives with her and her husband.  She said that she does not
have a favorite book.  She loves way too many books to choose.
 
Jackie Rose, Youth Services Manager, stated that she was born in New York.  She has a Bachelorís
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Degree in Psychology.  She then received a Masterís in Psychiatric Social Work.  She was a social
worker for many years before moving to North Carolina.  She went to library school at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  She did not realize she would enjoy working with
children.  After fourteen years, though, she is still working with children and loving it.  Her favorite
picture book is Beatrix Potter.  Her favorite chapter book is Charlotteís Web.  Her favorite teen book
is Mayday Rampage.  To Kill a Mockingbird is her favorite adult book.
 
Library Director Jan Erickson stated she is a fourth generation Oregonian.  She graduated from
Oregon State University and then attended the University of Rhode Island where she received her
library degree.  She has worked in a lot of different types of libraries, including several public
libraries in the Portland metropolitan area.  She worked at the Tualatin Public Library, Multnomah
County Library, Hillsboro Public Library, and the Beaverton Library.  She worked for seven years in
eastern Washington at the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory.  Her favorite book is The Jump-
Off Creek by Molly Gloss.  Her favorite childrenís book is Leave Herbert Alone.
 
Assistant City Manager Janice Deardorff stated that she is the Cityís Human Resources Director. 
She received her degree in sociology and a Masterís in Planning Public Policy and Management. 
She has enjoyed working in city government.  She started at the City of Eugene and worked at the
City of Beaverton, the City of Tigard and Portland before coming to Lake Oswego.  Her
involvement with libraries started at the public library in Eugene.  She stated that she loved all the
Laura Ingell Wilder books.  She loves the book A Girl in the Limber Lot.  The most recent book she
read is the Night of the Avenging Blowfish. 
 
Councilor Ellie McPeak stated that she is the Boardís liaison to City Council.  She moved to Lake
Oswego about eight years ago.  She got started in civic involvement when she applied for the
Library Advisory Board and the Art Commission.  When asked by Mayor Bill Klammer which she
would prefer, she chose the Art Commission thinking she would learn more there.  She has been a
library user and fan all her life.  As a child she thought it would be fun to work in a library, but she
ended up as an economist.  She does not understand the people she has met that do not use libraries. 
When her boys were little, she read The Littlest Cowboy to them 10,000 times.  The best nonfiction
book she has read in a long time is McCulloughís biography of John Adams.  The last book she can
remember loving is The God of Small Things. 
 
Fred Baldwin stated that he is from Minnesota, born, bred, and schooled.  Heís also a California
transplant.  He is a Korean war veteran and worked for the CIA for a few years.  He has started and
sold two mortgage banking companies and has since started another one.  He works with his three
sons.  He also has a winery.  He worked mainly on fundraising with the Library Advisory Board in
Carmel, California.  He said that John Grisham is a friend of his.  John is a prolific writer, though
Fred Baldwin is not sure he is a great writer.  He said that his most favorite books were the Hardy
Boys.  He looks forward to raising money for the Library.
 
Patt Bilow stated that she has been in Lake Oswego since 1990.  She used to volunteer to work in
the Library during her free period at school.  During the summers, she liked to pick an author and
read all the books written by that author.  Her favorite author is John Steinbeck.  She was the human
resources manager and purchasing manager for the company she formerly worked for.  She also did
a lot of marketing and research.  She has been in the Coast Guard Reserves since 1986.  She works
in the emergency planning department of the Reserves.  Her favorite all time book is by James
Kirkwood called P.S. Your Cat is Dead.
 
Bill Gallagher stated that he has lived in Lake Oswego for 20 years and 12 days.  He has three
boys.  He said growing up in San Francisco, he was either in the library or the schoolyard.  He has
been working in radio since he moved to Oregon in 1983.  He enjoys hanging out at the Library and
decided to apply for a position on the Library Advisory Board.  He said when Duke Ellington was
asked what his favorite song was, he would always say the next one.  Bill Gallagher said that he
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liked the book that he just read which is called Positively Fifth Street by James McManus.  He
would also say that The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway is one of his longtime favorites. 
 
Patt Thomas stated that she moved to the area in 1991.  She began to get involved in community
activities shortly after that.  She was on the Board of the Lakewood Center for a couple of years. 
She has taken care of her grand-boys while her daughter works for the past five and a half years. 
Her mother has lived with her for the past 16 or 17 years and helps with the boys.  Her background
is in art and graphic design.  Patt Thomas thanked Jackie Rose for their two favorite books of the
week, which are:  The Stinky Cheese Man and Other Fairly Stupid Tales and Commander Toad. 
 
Marie Lewandowski stated that she and her husband moved to the First Addition in 1999.  They
then lived in Tigard for two years, but moved back to Lake Oswego.  They now live in Palisades
Park.  She has a Bachelor of Arts in Communication and a Master of Education in Instructional
Technology.  She started her career in radio and television.  Her first full-time position was at Kent
State University as an audiovisual specialist in the library.  She worked at Kent State for eight years
and then worked for the library at the University of Akron.  She went back to Kent State before
moving to Oregon.  She worked in the library at Lewis and Clark College before accepting a
position at Portland Community College in online development with the distance education online
program.  Her job ended last year when her contract ran out.  One of her favorite books was Online
Teaching:  A Practical Guide.  She reads a lot about distance education and online teaching.  Her
favorite childrenís book is The Song of the Day Birds and the Night Birds by Dahlov Ipcar.  She is in
the Library at least once a week with her two and a half-year old son.  She is having a baby girl in
seven weeks. 

 
                   III.      Public Comment

Chair Curran asked Patt Thomas if she has anything to say at this time.  Patt Thomas responded that
she became aware of one issue after reading the minutes of the May Library Advisory Board
meeting and the Friends Forum.  Her concern is the intent to setup a separate foundation or to use
the 501(c)(3), nonprofit corporation of the Friends, in order to divert 25% of any donations and
proceeds the Friends would raise, to purchase land for a new library.  Ms. Thomas stated that she
has no problem with anyone choosing to do that.  Her concern is taking an extant 501(c)(3)
corporation that was formed with a specific mission statement to support the Library and its
policies.  Purchasing land is not one of the Libraryís policies.  She said that she does not want her
donations to the Friends diverted to something that is not on the Cityís agenda. 
 
Chair Curran stated that Colleen Bennett is not at the meeting this evening.  She is probably the best
person to report on what happened at the Friendsí Board meeting. 
 
Director Erickson stated that she was not at the Friendsí Board meeting, but she received a copy of
the minutes.  The Friendsí Board passed a motion to divert 25% of the Friendsí profits for the
purchase of land for a new library. 
 
Patt Bilow stated that she believes the Friends have a passion for libraries and they are trying to
think long range.  Even though 25% sounds like a lot, the Friends continue to make more money and
get more donations. 
 
Patt Thomas stated that the Booktique receives some of its donations from the Libraryís collection. 
She believes the informal agreement is that the revenues received from selling those discarded books
and library materials would come back to the Library to support additional and enhanced services
and collection additions.  It is troubling to her that 25% of this money would be diverted for land for
a new library.  The City Council goal for a new library was rescinded in 1999.
 
Bill Gallagher asked if there is any action for the Library Advisory Board to take at this time.  Chair
Curran responded that he does not think the Board needs to take action at this time.
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Councilor McPeak stated that she thinks the citizens of Lake Oswego would pass a bond measure to
buy land to build a library.  She said that is not the question.  The question is running a bigger
library.  That is something they cannot do with a bond measure.  That comes out of property tax
generated general funds.  There is not a surplus of general funds for a bigger library.  
 
Fred Baldwin stated that the Friends are a private organization.  They can do what they want to do
with the money they raise.  The Friends are not going to build a public library, because that is a
civic venture.   He said that if the Friends want to put 25% of their money away, then the Library
needs to find a way to raise the money the Friends are putting away. 
 
Assistant City Manager Deardorff stated that she thinks that this will evoke exploration of what was
the original agreement, how it was setup, and what was the intent for the Friends.  She stated that it
appears weeded collections and the materials put into the Booktique were intended to come back as
a revenue source to the Library. 
 
Chair Curran stated that it seems clear that the City has certain expectations of what the mission of
the organization is and the historical precedent.  There are expectations, either by default, implicitly,
or explicitly, that are built into the budget and about how the Library runs.  Pat Curran stated that he
hopes a meeting with the Friends will take place soon to work out things in the best interest of
everyone.  Chair Curran stated that he thinks the role of the Library Board is to convince the City to
fund the Library as much as it can and to convince the Friends to fund the Library as much as it
can.  He thinks the Board should not play a role that is separate from either of those groups, but
helps both of them.  He stated that if neither of those entities can help the Library reach the goals
that it wants to achieve with programs and services, then they have to step up and do it.
 
Jan Erickson stated that a meeting with the Friends is not scheduled at this time.  She plans to meet
with Assistant Manager Janice Deardorff and President of the Friends John Broderick.  Director
Erickson will  update the Board at the next Library Advisory Board meeting. 
 

                   IV.      Youth Services Programming
Youth Services Manager Jackie Rose described a booktalk as a book commercial.  She gave a
delightful booktalk of the book, Cages, by Peg Kehret.  Ms. Rose explained that she started this
program in the schools ten years ago.  Her goal was to see every single classroom in the school
district.  Except for selective high school classrooms, she has been in every class.  She varies the
stories in terms of genre.  She likes to choose books with socially redeeming themes.  Though her
initial thrust was recreational reading, she has tailored her program to the curriculum by offering
such things as historical fiction.  Jackie
Rose stated that she received a grant from the Friends of the Library to purchase multiple copies of
booktalk titles.  She takes these books with her when she does a booktalk and then encourages the
students to check out the book while she is at the school.  She thinks it is important to introduce the
children to ìreading for pleasure.î 

 
                   VI.      Director's Report

Chair Curran stated that he would like to give the Director the opportunity to speak, so he will save
the discussion of the endowment fund interest until later in the meeting. 
 
Director Erickson stated that she submitted a resolution for a fine and fee increase for consideration
by City Council on June 17, 2003.  At the County level there is an effort to move toward
consolidation of fines and fees. 
 
Jan Erickson stated that the Library has been invited to participate in the Farmersí Market on June
21, July 12, August 16, September 6, and October 4.  She passed around a signup sheet for
volunteers to work the Libraryís table.  They will have Library brochures, special bookmarks,
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information about the summer reading programs, and a small selection of materials for checkout.   
 
Director Erickson stated that they have several activities planned at the Library the weekend of the
Art Festival.  They are having a staff and volunteer art display that will go up June 19 and stay until
the end of the month.  They will have the brochures available for the artwork located in the Library
for people to take a self-guided tour.  In addition, there will be sidewalk art going on out in front of
the Library for children of all ages. 
 
Jan Erickson stated the roofers are working on the new roof this month. 
 
Director Erickson stated that she is having lunch on Monday with Michael OíBrien to discuss a
fundraising possibility.  Mr. OíBrien told her that Jamie Auchincloss, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassisí
half-brother, is still interested in coming to the Library in the fall to give a talk commemorating the
40th anniversary of the assassination of President Kennedy.  Tentative dates for an event are either
November 19 or 20.  Mr. Auchincloss visited the Library a couple of weeks ago for a tour. 
 
Councilor McPeak suggested that they check the City calendar before choosing a date for an event. 
 
Patt Bilow suggested asking The Review to interview Mr. Auchincloss when he is in town as a
preview to the event. 
 
Fred Baldwin asked if they could sell tickets to this event.  Jan Erickson responded that it is
possible, although the event has not been finalized.  
 
Chair Curran asked the Board if anyone is interested in becoming involved.  Maria Meneghin and
Patt Bilow offered to help.  
 
Director Erickson stated that at the last Board meeting she was asked to compile a list of things the
Library would have to go outside its budget to obtain.  She distributed the list of funding requests. 
 
Ms. Erickson stated that the two-year budget was approved yesterday.  She is grateful and pleased
that the Library received the funding that it did.  It looks like the Library will be able to keep its
hours, staff, and service level status quo.  This is not happening throughout Oregon.  Many libraries
are facing reductions in hours and book budgets.
 
Jan Erickson stated that in the past the Library sought additional funding to enhance its services.  At
the Boardís request, Jan Erickson distributed a list of items with cost estimates that library staff
would like to seek funding for outside the Libraryís budget.  For example, the   italicized items in
blue on the list are the items that the Library has received grant approval or for which grants have
been submitted.   Ways of seeking funding for the other items on the list could include request
grants from the Friends, fundraising, and writing additional grants.  The $88,142 estimate for outside
funding is consistent with the amount of requests the Library made in recent years for outside
funding. 
 
Reference and Adult Services Manager Bill Baars stated that he and Marie Lewandowski are close
to finalizing the music programs for next year thanks to the Friendsí funding.  This summer the
Library is also providing three First Tuesday evening programs for authors.  On July 1, 2003, Paul
Collins, the author of Sixpence House, will speak at the Library.  April Henry, a mystery writer, will
be at the Library on August 5, 2003.  On September 2, 2003, Larry Colton, the only major league
ball player who has also been nominated for a Pulitzer Prize, will speak at the Library.  Barbara
Blossom Ashmun will present a gardenerís program on July 30, 2003.  Bill Baars stated that the
Library is also offering a summer reading program for adults.
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     VII.      Chairís Report
Chair Curran asked the Board members how they would like to approach the funding requests.  He
asked if they want to put this on the agenda for next month, so they could discuss strategies for
tackling these funding requests.  Bill Gallagher asked if they should wait to see what the Friends are
able to help with.  Patt Bilow responded that she does not think they should wait, but should be
proactive. 
 
Chair Curran said that he would introduce the topic of the endowment fund interest. 
 

                    V.      Endowment Fund Interest
Chair Curran stated that the Board has discussed the idea of using the distribution from the
endowment fund for some purpose.  He checked with Assistant City Administrator Chris Jordan to
make sure the Board could recommend this.  The agreement with the Oregon Community
Foundation allows the City to reinvest the distribution into the endowment.  This is what is currently
being done.  Pat Curran stated that the fund is at approximately $200,000 at 4% annual distribution
of $8,000. 
 
Chair Curran asked if the Board wants to seriously recommend using the distribution funds from the
Oregon Community Foundation account instead of reinvesting it.  He stated that would be the first
step.  The next step would be to generate ideas on how to use the distribution money.
 
Several Board members expressed an interest in discussing the possibility of using the distribution
money from the endowment fund. 
 
Director Erickson stated that the endowment fund is pretty open on how the money can be used. 
 
Assistant City Manager Janice Deardorff stated that the endowment money could be used to
publicize and market the endowment.  They could focus on increasing peopleís awareness. 
 
Maria Meneghin stated that the money could be used to fund a fundraiser. 
 
The Board agreed to push the discussion of fundraising and the use of the endowment fund
distribution money to the agenda for the July meeting. 
 
Maria Meneghin said that she would like to know what is happening with the levy and what the
Board should do to support it.
 
Chair Curran responded that tomorrow evening (July 12, 2003) there is a meeting at the Wilsonville
Public Library at 6:30.  Network Administrator Joanna Rood will speak to representatives from all
the libraries in Clackamas County.  He invited everyone to attend.  Pat Curran stated that he will
report on the meeting for those unable to attend. 
 
Patt Bilow suggested that the Library invite the Friends to be represented at the Farmersí Market. 
Jan Erickson responded that they will have the Friendsí brochure at the Farmersí Market. 
 
Janice Deardorff stated that it is nice to see the new energy in this group.  She told Pat Curran that
he is a very good meeting facilitator. 

 
    VIII.      Adjournment

The Library Advisory Board meeting adjourned at 9:06 p.m.
 
                                                            Respectfully submitted,
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                                                            Joyce Niewendorp
                                                            Recording Secretary
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