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 City of Lake Oswego

Library Advisory Board Minutes
 

October 8, 2003

 
 
 
 
I.          CALL TO ORDER

 
Chair Patrick Curran called the October 8, 2003, meeting of the Library Advisory Board to order at 7:08 PM in
the Library Conference Room at 706 4th Street, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 

II.         ROLL CALL
 
Board members present were Patrick Curran, Fred Baldwin and Colleen Bennett.    Board members Patt Bilow,
Bill Gallagher, Marie Lewandowski, Maria Meneghin and Betsy Wells were all excused. 
 
 
Staff present were Jan Erickson, Library Director; Donna Ainslie, Circulation and Technical Services
Supervisor, Jackie Rose, Youth Services Manager; and Janice Bader, Administrative Support III.
 

IV.       Friendsí Report
 

Ms. Bennett noted that the Friends Wish List Committee will meet on 11/19/03 and that she has been officially
elected Chair of the Friends of the Library Board.

 
V.        Directorís Report
 

Ms. Erickson reported that the Library is rated 1st in Oregon in the 2003 Hennenís American Public Library
Rating (HAPLR) and 3rd in the US in the population category of 25,000 ñ 49,000.  She noted there were 9,000
public libraries rated overall with 911 in the population category.

 
Ms. Erickson reported that the Library has received several Friends of the Library grants which will provide
funding for:  special display cabinets for the first floor; Ancestry Plus, a genealogy database; special programs
for children; and Library book bags.  She stated that Todd Fineman has designed the book bags and the Library
will have his design on a banner for Farmerís Market next year.

 
Ms. Erickson stated that the Libraryís display at the Farmerís Market has been very successful.  Next year, the
library will have a larger table featuring additional Library brochures and handouts.
 
Ms. Erickson noted that the 2003-2004 First Tuesdays program series has begun.  At the first event
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approximately 60 people turned out.  This entertainment was enthusiastically received.
 
Fred Squire from Fred Squire Antiques came to the First Wednesdays event at the Heritage House and was on
hand to appraise antiques that people brought in.  This event was very informative and very successful.  
 
Ms. Erickson discussed the OCLC/Google pilot project that began in June of 2003.  She noted that Google will
include catalogue records from many libraries.  Searchers using this search engine can locate libraries
containing specific titles and subjects. 
 
Ms. Erickson announced that the Library has a door on display from the Art Foundationís fund raiser.  The
doors are being displayed throughout the City of Lake Oswego.
 
Youth Services
 
Youth Services Manager Jackie Rose reported that in honor of Teen Read Month the Youth Services
Department is sponsoring a teen book display and a ìGuess the Poetî contest.  Candy bars are awarded to all
teens that correctly identify five out of ten poets.
 
Ms. Rose said that for the fifth year in a row, she has been selected to serve on a statewide panel of judges for
the Letters about Literature contest.  Sponsored by the Library of Congress Center for the Book, Weekly
Reader, and other corporations, the contest invites students to write letters to an author about how their book
impacted the studentís life.  Roseís three-member panel is judging essays written by junior high school
students.  The panel will select an Oregon winner who will compete in the national contest.
 
Ms. Rose talked about a successful new teen program that was implemented at the suggestion of a high school
student that she has known for a long time.  Years ago, during her book talking session for his third grade
class, the boy was disruptive.  Afterwards, however, he asked Ms. Rose for one of the books she had talked
about.  She told him the book was available for him to check out at the Library, but the boy said his father had
never taken him to the Library.  Mr. Rose telephoned the boyís father to ask for his permission to visit their
home, sign the boy up for a Library card, and bring the book to him there.  The father was appreciative but said
that ìit was about time that they visited the Library in person.î  The next evening, they both appeared in Ms.
Roseís office.  Ms. Rose located the book for the boy and suggested that the father and son read it together. 
Since that year, the student, who had been previously having trouble in school, has been reading above grade
level.  The boy has been visiting Ms. Rose periodically, over the years, to report on his progress.  After
attending the teen Comictalk graphic novel discussion group, the boy suggested that the Library sponsor a
monthly event at which teens could play a card game, ìMagic the Gathering.î  The game has spawned a book
series that is very popular with teens.  The new teen program has been running for several months and the
conference room is packed each time.
 
Ms. Rose said that Youth Services Librarian Judy Dunlap contributed to an article in the Oregon Library
Associationís quarterly journal.  The article focuses on how teens are utilized as library volunteers.  Dunlap
wrote about Lake Oswego teensí involvement on the Teen Advisory Board, the ComicTalk graphic novel
discussion group and advisory board, and the general volunteer program, which is especially active during the
summer months.
 
Ms. Rose noted that at the suggestion of the Teen Advisory Board, a member of that Board designed a flyer to
promote the Library to students in local schools. The flyer invites students to use the Library as a place to study
and conduct research. Permission was obtained from the school district to distribute the flyer in local schools.
 
Ms. Rose said that thanks to a generous grant from the Friends of the Library, which was recently renewed, the
Childrenís Department can continue to present special shows that would be too expensive to fund through the
Libraryís budget.  An example of one of these popular shows is the September music special, which was
entitled ìSwing along with Mel,î and featured a menagerie of singing puppets.
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Ms. Ainslie report that the Libraryís circulation is up 9.6% from September of 2002.
 

Ms. Bennett asked if youth service programs were measured in the HAPLR Index.
 
Ms. Erickson replied measurements such as cost per circulation, circulation per hour, materials budget, etc. are
measured, but not programming.
 
Ms. Rose stated that several years ago, she conducted a survey in which she compared Lake Oswego Libraryís
Youth Services Department programs with programs in 54 other libraries across the U.S. The 54 libraries were
in towns that were similar to Lake Oswego in terms of either population size or income level.  Ms. Rose found
that the Libraryís Youth Services Department produced more in-house and outreach programs per staff hour
than any other library in Oregon.  Nationwide, Lake Oswego Library was near the top of the ranking in terms of
number of programs presented.  In addition, the Library presented the highest number of outreach programs per
staff hour of any of the libraries in the survey.
 
Chairís Report

 
Chair Curran reminded the Board members that there is an October 27th meeting at City Hall about the Cityís
Comprehensive Plan and the importance of Library Board membersí attendance at this meeting.

 
Ms. Bennett reiterated how important it is to have the Library represented in the Cityís Long Range Plan. 
 
Ms. Bennett thanked the Library for sending the Board members to the endowment workshop. The Board will
need to submit a formal letter saying they want to access the interest. Chair Curran stated he will follow up
with Dave Powell on the wording for proceeding with Council approval on the Endowment fund proceeds.
  
Ms. Bennett suggested that we need to develop a donation policy for the Library.
Chair Curran agreed that this is a good policy to have set up, as it can tend to cost more to have large items
such as cars, boats, etc. donated since these items have to be maintained while youíre trying to sell them to
raise the money. 
 
Chair Curran discussed the annual endowment fund raising letters.  Topics included the timing for letters to be
mailed and the appropriate wording of the letters.  Ms. Bennett noted the letters should contain phrases such as:
ìongoing supportî and ìbalancing of current and future needsî. 
 
Ms. Bennett noted that there was considerable support from the County Commissioners for a library levy. 
However, she noted we canít take it for granted that there will be all ìYesî voters in Lake Oswego, even though
there is lots of support for the Library.
 
Chair Curran asked if the LNIB is in support of the levy. Ms. Erickson noted that the LNIB is seeking
additional information such as the amount of the levy and the method of distribution of funds. 
 
November 21, 2003 is the date of the fundraising event featuring Jamie Auchincloss.

 
Ms. Erickson reported that on September 26th, Arlene and Maria contacted caterers for the event.  They have
decided on Tallaricos.    Chairs for the event will be provided by the school district. 
 
Mr. Curran asked if weíre going to have a work party to prepare the invitations for mailing.
 
Ms. Erickson replied in the affirmative..  She noted that Bill Gallagher recorded the phone message for the
event and stated that press releases have also been submitted.
 
Ms. Erickson stated that the history channel will present a week of programming on JFK beginning on
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November 16th.  When people buy their tickets they will be entered into a drawing for a book written by James
Auchincloss.
 
Mr. Baldwin discussed wine for the event, and asked about attendance expectations. Ms. Bennett replied that
hopefully there will be 125 attendees
Ms. Erickson noted that the RSVP date is November 15th, so we should have a head count by then. Chair
Curran noted that all the Board members should be greeting people at the door and help out wherever needed.
 
Chair Curran asked if there is an endowment list in a database?  Will the invitees be included in the
endowment letter list?  He suggested that we need to send the endowment letter at the end of November and
mention it at the event.
 
Ms. Bennett reminded everyone that the Lake Oswego Neighborhood Action Coalition meeting will be on
November 1 from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. The group will be goal setting, and she would like people to have the
chance to meet Library Director, Jan Erickson, who will share information on the fundraiser.
 
Adjournment:

 
There being no further business, Chair Curran adjourned the meeting at 8:10 p m. 
 

Respectfully submitted,
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