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Present:                        Patt Bilow, Betsy Fontenot, Michael Kaplan, Sean Silbert,
Gabrielle Williams

 
Staff Present:                Jan Erickson, Cyndie Glazer, Beverly Ross
 
Excused:                       Patrick Curran
 
Absent:             Jennifer Mair
 
Others Present: Councilor Ellie McPeak
                       
 
The Library Advisory Board meeting was called to order by Chair Michael Kaplan at 7:10 p.m. on May 10, 2006.
 

I.                    Introductions
None

     
II.                Approval of Minutes – February 8, 2006

Patt Bilow made a motion, seconded by Betsy Fontenot, to approve the minutes of February 8, 2006. 
The motion carried.
 
Approval of Minutes – March 8, 2006
Michael Kaplan made a motion, seconded by Gabrielle Williams, to approve the minutes of March 8,
2006.  The motion carried.
     

III.             Public Comment
None

 
IV.              Director’s Report

Director Jan Erickson gave the Director’s report as follows:
 
Circulation for April was up 3% over the same month in 2005. 
 
A tree in the front of the Library was blown over by a wind gust during a storm.  A picture in the Lake
Oswego Review shows that it fell on the walkway and some of the limbs landed on a parked car.
 
Cyndie Glazer received thanks for her work in organizing the thirtieth annual Volunteer Recognition
Luncheon held on April 28.  Thanks also went to Board members and Councilor McPeak for their
participation.  The luncheon was attended by 112 people.  Volunteers traditionally select a new book in the
collection that will have a nameplate placed honoring their service.  This year a nameplate was placed in a
book honoring the City Council.
 
The balance in the Endowment Fund as of March 31, 2006 is $329,604.24.  Recently news was received that
a significant bequest has been made to the Library’s Endowment Fund.  Ellouise Minter has left 50% of her
trust to the Library and 50% to the Adult Community Center’s endowment fund.  The current market value
of the portfolio is $2,530,000.  Minter passed away May 3.  She lived in Lake Oswego and was the widow
of Eugene Minter.  Many of the staff remember her as an avid reader and user of the Library. 
 
The Oregon Digital Library Consortium now has 426 titles, of which 100 are always available.  Since the
formation of the Consortium, the digital books have been very popular and have exceeded expectations
with 9,323 check outs and 8,900 current holds. 
 
The library consultants hired by Clackamas County Commissioners stated in their report that libraries were



Present:

file:///W|/library/lab/minutes/Old/05102006.htm[11/22/2011 5:21:17 PM]

“dumbing down” collections to get higher circulation statistics.  Erickson said Lake Oswego Public Library
(LOPL) is not “dumbing down” its collection as evidenced by its statistics.  Currently 79% of the Library’s
collection is made up of books and 39% of the collection is made up of non-fiction books.  Circulation
statistics at LOPL are continuing to increase.  A letter written by Mayor Judie Hammerstad was sent to the
Clackamas County Commissioners expressing the Council’s concern with the consultant’s report.  Erickson
read the letter to the Board which ended with Hammerstad’s conclusion that the City of Lake Oswego will
take an independent analysis of alternatives that are in the best interest of the City, its Library and the
patrons of the Library.  Erickson said the consultant’s report did not address long term stability for the
County library system and the consultants did not consider some recommendations that Lake Oswego felt
should have been considered. 
 
Notebooks on the Lake Oswego Community Center Project were distributed to the Board.  The City is in
the process of purchasing the Safeco site and a citizen Steering Committee is being formed to study
information on the Project and then make recommendations to the Council.  The first Steering Committee
meeting will be held in June.  The Library has sent requested information to BOORA library consultant,
Drew Harrington.  One of the challenges was determining the Library’s service district as LOPL is used by
patrons living in Multnomah and Washington County as well Clackamas County residents.
 
The first purchase made with fundraising money was folding chairs to be used for programs.  This will
make the set up for programs much easier and will be less wear and tear on the chairs throughout the
Library that had always been moved to seat people attending these events.  A final selection for study chairs
is being made and they will also be purchased with money raised from the “Time to Renew”fundraising
campaign. 
 
The Farmer’s Market begins May 20 and the Library will again participate.  Board members were invited to
sign up as a volunteer for a shift to staff the Library booth. 
 
The Festival of the Arts will be held in June and the Library will feature and display its strong collection of
art books for the whole month.  Art created by Library staff will also be on display during June. 
 
Summer reading begins June 1 and the Library will have three programs.  The children’s program is titled
“Paws, Claws, Scales & Tails”, the teen program is titled, “Read, Raffle & Win” and the program for adults
is titled “Fly”.  A series of author talks is planned as part of the adult program, with special thanks going to
reference librarian, Margaret Zeps for her work in organizing this.  A thank you was extended to Manager
Bill Baars and his department in putting together the well attended music programs and author talks held
throughout the year. 
 
 
 

V.                 Chair’s Report
Chair Michael Kaplan thanked Cyndie Glazer and the staff of the Library for the wonderful Volunteer
Recognition Luncheon which he attended along with other members of the Board. 
 
Chair Kaplan told the Board that he will be sending an email to members asking for a volunteer to serve as
Board Vice Chair and a volunteer to serve as Chair. 
 
Kaplan said the Lake Oswego Reads event will need Board support and he asked members to think about
how the Board can best help.
 

VI.              Lake Oswego Reads
Cyndie Glazer passed out notes from the most recent Lake Oswego Reads Steering Committee meeting. 
Many ideas were presented at this meeting and many Committee members volunteered to follow through
with ideas to make them happen.  Glazer said she has written the author and the publisher of the book in
hopes of getting the author to Lake Oswego to attend the event.  Glazer asked the Board to look over the
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ideas that have not been assigned and decide what they would be interested in pursuing.  Glazer has been
working on a budget for this event.  The Friends of the Library have given a grant to purchase 800 copies of
the book.  The books will be given away on a first serve basis beginning the second Tuesday in January. 
Lake Oswego Reads is planned for February 2007 and it has been decided to announce the event to the
public in November 2006. 
 

VII.            Fundraising
Cyndie Glazer reported that the “Time to Renew” fundraising campaign total is just over $33,000 and of
that $3,000 has been spent on the folding chairs.  Glazer said Fred Baldwin will create a fundraising
brochure targeting item specific giving.  A list of five types of items will be given to Baldwin and an
amount will be determined for each item.  Donors can give this amount and have their name put on the item
as “donated by”. 
 

                 
      VIII.    Adjournment

The Library Advisory Board meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
 
                                                      Respectfully submitted,
                                                     
 
                                                      Beverly Ross
      .                                               Recording Secretary
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