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Present:                       Gabrielle Williams, Patt Bilow, Ken Faris, Betsy Fontenot, Tom Moore, Nancy Niland Shatsky,
Linda Leopard-Watson

 
Staff Present:              Bill Baars, Beverly Ross
 
Excused:                     Hannah Triosi
 
The Library Advisory Board meeting was called to order by Chair Gabrielle Williams at 7:06 p.m. on June 13, 2007.
 

I.                    Introductions
None

 
II.                Approval of Minutes – May 9, 2007 minutes.

Ken Faris made a motion, seconded by Linda Leopard-Watson, to approve the minutes of the May 9,
2007 Library Advisory Board meeting.  The motion carried.

 
III.             Public Comment
            None

 
IV.             Director’s Report

Director Bill Baars gave the Director’s report as follows:
·         The shingle roof is in the process of being replaced.   Finding a parking space has been even more

difficult than usual with workmen and roofing equipment taking space near the building in the
parking lot.  This project is expected to be completed by the end of June.

·         Baars has been asked about the reports the Board receives in their meeting packets.  Baars said a
copy of the monthly packet goes to the various City personnel such as the City Manager &
Assistant City Manager, the Mayor & City Council.  The reports are also kept as archival
information.  The Library has these reports on file going back to 1968.   The statistics reports are
used for the Oregon State Report.  That information is used to make comparisons with other
libraries.  It has been determined using statistics that Lake Oswego Library rates excellent on the
State Report in all categories with the exception of building size.  These statistics are also used by
the Hennen’s American Public Library Ratings (HAPLR) in making comparisons and rating
libraries throughout the country. 

·         Baars has also been asked about what will happen when the Library reaches its capacity.  Baars
said this has already happened many years ago.  Lake Oswego Library has the highest per capita
circulation in the State.  One of the reference librarians is researching libraries across the country
and has yet to find a library that does more circulation for its size than Lake Oswego Library does. 
There have been several reports presented since 1988 that all say the Library needs a much larger
building.  These reports are available at the Library or online on the Community Center website.

·         Gabrielle Williams noticed from the statistics that although circulation had increased for the month
of May the gate count was down slightly.  Baars thought this was likely due to the Juvenile
department taking a program and storytime break during the month.  He said also there has been a
lot of construction going on in the neighborhood making parking difficult.

·         Baars reminded the Board to complete the City Council survey.  This survey was developed by the
City Council and sent to all board and commission members in an effort to establish better
recruitment procedures and improve the service experience.

·         Volunteer coordinator Cyndie Glazer has been out of the office due to a family emergency.  Baars
spoke at the Lake Oswego Lions Club luncheon this afternoon in Glazer’s place. 

·         Baars had breakfast on Friday, June 8, with Molly Raphael, Multnomah County Library Director. 
They talked about the two libraries and how they can foster relations. 

·         The Oregon Community Foundation has received the $1.4 million from the Elloise Minter estate to
the Lake Oswego Library Endowment Fund.
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·         Summer Reading Programs have started and are available for children, young adults and adults.
·         Baars said the Reference staff has reported that the cell phone signage has been working very well. 

Patrons have been responsive to silencing their phones and also moving to an outside area while
talking on the phone.

 
VII.           Past LAB Members Letter

Director Bill Baars reported for Cyndie Glazer on the letter sent out to past LAB members.  He said 31
letters were sent out to members going back to 1989.  Only one was returned for incorrect address.  Baars
has received several phone calls of appreciation from those receiving the letters.  Baars said the letter was a
wonderful idea that the Board had and it is great to reconnect with past members. 
 
In the letter a reception was referenced for those who gave to the “Time to Renew” fundraising campaign
and also for past Board members.  The reception is to be held after the chairs arrive that were ordered with
the fundraising money.  The chairs are due to arrive the last week of July.  Baars suggested the Board plan
on having the reception sometime in August.
 
Nancy Niland Shatsky said the she has talked with Glazer about announcing the formation of the Minter
Society at this reception. 
 

V.                Fundraising
Linda Leopard-Watson did not call her connections on planned giving.  She needed to make sure this is
how the Board wanted to proceed and she also wanted to talk with Glazer to make sure they were not
duplicating efforts.  Niland Shatsky and Leopard-Watson will call Cyndie after she returns to the office. 
 
Williams said it is important to have the reception soon after the chairs arrive but also the planned giving
information needs to be ready to be presented with the Minter Society announcement.  This may mean
holding the reception later than August.
 

VI.             Chair’s Report
Chair Gabrielle Williams thanked members for attending on short notice the Special Meeting held on May
30.  She also appreciated the input on the letter to the Community Center Steering Committee.  Williams
said she read the letter at the Committee’s Public Forum meeting on May 31 and it was well received.  She
gave copies to the City staff for distribution to the City Council.  Williams said she will keep the Board
informed about the next steps in how the Board can participate and share their recommendations. 
 
There will be elections for LAB Chair and Vice-Chair at the July meeting.  She asked members who would
like to nominate someone, or themselves, to email her before the next meeting with those nominations. 
 

VII.           Lake Oswego Reads Update
Chair Williams reported on the last meeting of the LO Reads Steering Committee meeting.  A book for the
February 2008 program has been chosen.  The committee selected Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson. 
The event planning has started and the LAB needs to decide how it would like to participate.  Williams
would like to have a discussion and some suggestions at the August LAB meeting.  Tom Moore and
Williams will take these suggestions back to the Steering Committee. 
 
Baars said the author, Greg Mortenson, has agreed to appear at the LO Reads event in February.  The
Friends of the Library has again donated funds to buy copies of the book to give away.  Also the Oregon
Council of Humanities has donated funds. 
 
Williams said returned and donated copies of “Shadow of the Wind” will be given to the North Plains
Library for their community reads event.  An article was in the LO Review recently about this exchange. 
Baars said the Sandy Public Library will host a show of the art from “Shadow of the Wind” and he
commented on how nice it is that this program is reaching other communities.
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Chair Williams asked Board members to email her or Bev Ross any agenda items they would like to have
on the agenda for the next meeting.
 
Williams asked Bev Ross if those who received a past Board member letter could be sent a different
version of the year end Endowment letter.  Ross will pull their names from the master list so their letters
can be sent separately. 
 

VIII.        Adjournment
The Library Advisory Board meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

 
                                                                        Respectfully submitted,
 
                                                                        Beverly Ross
                                                                        Recording Secretary
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