
Present:                       David White, Fred Baldwin, Dick Raymond, David Short, Rick Slaven, Kevin O’Leary 

Staff Present:              Cyndie Glazer, Bev Ross, Jane Blackstone, Economic Development Manager

Excused:                     Shelby Campion

Others:                        Councilor Donna Jordan, Councilor Jeff Gudman, Friends of the Library President: Terry Huber, 
Friends of the Library Board Members:  Bill Johnson, V’Anne Didzun, Margaret Ward, Anastasia 
Meisner

The Library Advisory Board meeting was called to order by Chair David White at 7:00 p.m. on 
April 13, 2011.

1. Call to Order and Roll Call

2. Introductions
Chair David White welcomed the Friends of the Lake Oswego Library and Jane Blackstone from the Economic 
Development Department.  Introductions were made around the room.

3. Approval of Minutes – March 9, 2011 minutes.
The minutes were not available for approval and will be submitted at the next meeting.

4. Public Comment
None

5. Director’s Report
Cyndie Glazer gave the Director’s Report in Bill Baars’ absence: 

! Bill Baars regrets not being able to attend tonight’s meeting, he is on vacation. 
! Thursday, April 21, is the first City Budget Committee meeting.  
! Baars, and all Library staff, were very excited with the news that the Lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency 

(LORA) unanimously decided on March 28 to move forward with the next steps for a new Library at 1st and B.  
! On Friday, April 8, 50 students from Lake Oswego High School spent over three hours cleaning the Library.  This 

is part of their Community Work Day service and the Library was gleaming afterwards. 
! John Nilsen was featured at the First Tuesday Music program on April 5.  He brought in a grand piano and seating 

was placed in the round.  The event was greatly attended. 
! Farmers Market begins the first of May.  The Library will have a booth in May, June and July.  Glazer sent around a 

sign up sheet for anyone interested in volunteering.  
! The Volunteer Luncheon will be held on Thursday, May 19, at the Oswego Country Club.  All of the LAB members 

will receive an invitation in the mail.  Glazer hopes everyone will be able to attend.  The keynote speaker will be 
City Councilor Donna Jordan.     

6. Chair’s Report
In 2009, $914,000 that was set aside in for future Library use as a result of the additional funding received from 
the Library District.  White said the City Council voted to take $414,000 from that reserve and give it to the Lake 
Oswego School District. White sent a letter to the Lake Oswego Review representing himself with the opinion that 
the City should not be taking funds from the Library to give to the School District.  White said it is time for the 
LAB to discuss this issue and decide what action, if any, to take.  He felt there are three issues the LAB should 
address and take a position:

1. Retaining the remaining $500,000 set aside for the Library reserve fund
2. Concern regarding the use of the Library Endowment Fund 
3. Future Library District funds and how the City should use these funds 

After discussion the LAB agreed that they wanted to draft a resolution stating their positions that the $914,000 
Reserve Fund should only be used for Library purposes; and that Library District funds should be only used for 
Library purposes; and that Library District funding should be a supplement to, and not a replacement for, City 
funding of the Library.  

White said it is unclear what the restrictions are on the Library Endowment Fund.  Donna Jordan said she has not 
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heard anything about these funds being used at all this year. LAB members expressed concern that the Endowment 
Funds would be tapped into just as was the Library Reserve Fund and this is why it might be included in the 
resolution.  

Rick Slaven said he has composed a letter representing himself to the editor of the Lake Oswego Review and to the 
Oregonian expressing his opinion that with the passage of the Library District the City should not be reducing 
Library funding.  

Jeff Gudman suggested that the LAB make a formal recommendation that the Endowment Funds to annually be 
reinvested or distributed.   

When the Council reduces the amount of funds it gives to the Library, Rick Slaven said he does not think they 
follow the intent of the District Measure that was passed in 2008.  Gudman said the Measure did not clarify 
whether the District Funds should be additional funds for the Library and this will be an ongoing debate each 
year.  He said the Council has collectively agreed that the District Funds were not meant to be an add-on to City 
funding but a replacement for City funding.  Slaven said he feels that by voting yes on this Measure people 
intended for the Library funding to be increased.  He said the Council should at least acknowledge that these are 
Library funds that are being taken and it should promise that in the future the funds will be paid back.     

David White will draft a Resolution and a special meeting will be set up for the LAB to make changes and/or 
approve the Resolution.  White will present the Resolution to the Budget Committee on April 21.   

7. LAB Work Plan/Friends Mission Coordination
Chair White distributed copies of the 2011 LAB Work Plan and the 2011 LAB Goals.  He also distributed copies 
of the Friends of the Library Roles and Mission Statement.  White said it is important that the LAB and the 
Friends coordinate efforts of common interest in support of the Library. 

Friends President Terry Huber said their Board is very anxious to work with the LAB and to also develop more 
community involvement.  The Booktique is now posting Library activities as a way of demonstrating a bigger 
Library presence and also to show how their money is spent at the Library. Huber said the Friends membership 
continues to grow.  With the help of LO Reads membership went from 270 to 350 in six months time.  The Friends 
are working on a new website that will be a big help in getting messages out to membership quickly.  

Fred Baldwin suggested that a Friends Board member join the LAB.  Jordan said there is an opening on the LAB 
and perhaps a position could always be reserved for a Friends Board member.  Huber said this was a good idea and 
also said there is an opening on the Friends Board if any LAB members are interested.  Huber will pass this LAB 
member information at the next Friends meeting.  

8. North Anchor Project
Jane Blackstone from the Economic Development Department updated the LAB on the newest plans for the North 
Anchor Project which includes a new library.  Blackstone said that as the project moves forward it will need 
community support and likely community funding.  From the many Library studies and also working with Director 
Baars, a good idea of what the Library would need has been developed.   
The North Anchor Project as a whole needs to work as a revitalization tool for downtown and the Library will be a 
big part of this with the amount of traffic and visitors it attracts each day.  

Another objective of the Lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency (LORA) Board is to generate tax revenue in the 
downtown area with the hope that this project will inspire growth for private uses such as housing and shops.  
Among the next steps is due diligence on acquiring property so it can be determined what kind of site they will be 
working with.  A report will be given to LORA on May 16 with an acquisition strategy.  By September they expect 
to have a refined concept plan. 

Chair White asked if there is no other private money with no other redevelopment will there still be a scenario that 
will feature a standalone Library.  Blackstone said that, yes, options have been developed for a standalone Library 
but the mission of LORA is to get public investment involved in the redevelopment.  Councilor Jordan said a 
private partner project would be easier to continue the expanded development over time.  Blackstone will 
coordinate with Baars on keeping the LAB as a touchstone as the project goes forth.  She said the Friends could be 
invaluable when it comes to fundraising.  Baldwin will look to Baars to keep the two groups informed. 
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Bill Johnson noted that the Library is not listed on the Capital Improvements Plan but only listed on the LORA 
Plan.  He asked Jordan if that means if the LORA project does not work out a new Library is out of the question.  
Jordan said there is a list with all City facilities and there is an asterisk next to the Library showing that it could 
come back to the Capital Improvement Plan if it did not remain as a LORA project.   

9. Endowment Fund Update/Management
Discussed during the Chair’s report.

10. LO Reads
Cyndie Glazer gave the LO Reads report as follows:
! Glazer thanked the Friends for their support for the highly successful fifth annual LO Reads 2011. They gave 

money to buy the 800 books that were given away and they donated to bring the author to speak.  She 
presented a scrapbook full of brochures, flyers, signs and newspaper articles where the Friends were mentioned 
throughout the month. 

! The LO Reads Steering Committee continues to meet to select the book for next year.  Glazer said the hope is 
to have the next book on Library2Go.  She invited anyone who has suggestion for the next book to let her 
know.

11. Adjournment
            The Library Advisory Board meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.
                                                                                                            Respectfully submitted,
                                                                                                            Beverly Ross
                                                                                                            Recording Secretary
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