
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Natural Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
March 14, 2012 

 
Call to order / Roll call 
Co-chair Denise Dailey called the March 14, 2012 meeting of the Natural Resources Advisory 
Board (NRAB) to order at 6:34 p.m. in the Yamhill Room of the West End Building, 4101 Kruse 
Way, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
Members present: Co-chairs Doug Rich and Denise Dailey, Michelle Buncke 

(Youth Member), Craig Stephens, and Kara Warner 
Members excused / absent: Benjamin Clark 
Council Liaison: Donna Jordan (not present) 
Guest(s): Bill Ward, Chair, Lake Grove Neighborhood Association; Mike 

Buck, Friends of Iron Mountain; Joy Prideaux, Friends of Iron 
Mountain; and Greg McMurray, Board Member of Oswego 
Lake Water Council  

Staff: Andrea Christenson, Natural Resources Planner; Ryan Stee, 
Park Analyst; Joel Komarek, Project Director of Lake Oswego-
Tigard Water Partnership; and Jane Heisler, Communications 
Director for Lake Oswego-Tigard Water Partnership 

 
Announcements 
Ms. Christenson had announcements related to the upcoming Arbor Week events; however, 
she thought it would be better to wait until after the guests spoke.  Co-chair Dailey agreed. 
 
Public Comment 
Co-chair Dailey asked if there was any public comment not related to the pipeline discussion.  
There was none. 
Co-chair Rich asked if Ms. Christenson or anyone else got an update from Bill Gaar related to 
the Comprehensive Plan Update agenda item.  No one had received anything.  In that case, Co-
chair Rich thought this agenda item could be skipped at this meeting so there would be 
additional time for other agenda items.  The Board agreed. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Co-chair Rich moved to approve the Minutes of December 14, 2011 as amended.  Mr. 
Stephens seconded the motion and it passed 5:0. 
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Review City Council Rolling Agenda 
Ms. Christenson said there would be a proclamation of Arbor Week on March 20; the budget 
committee meetings would start on April 3; there would be some annexations on April 17 and 
another one on May 1.  Some of the annexations on April 17 involved Sensitive Lands districts 
which would be applied upon annexation; for the annexation on May 1, there was a proposed 
designation of Sensitive Lands districts on that property and the City Council would decide 
whether to proceed with the designation in addition to the annexation. 
 
Finished Water Pipeline Delineation and Mitigation Project 
Mr. Komarek presented a map showing the new pipeline alignment and presented a brief 
overview of the overall project.  The map showed facilities that would be upgraded, upsized, and 
replaced in partnership with the City of Tigard.  Almost all the infrastructure in place was built in 
the 1960s with an HUD grant and cost around $5,000,000.  The budget for the current project 
was about $230,000,000. 
The project would include complete replacement of the intake on the Clackamas River in 
Gladstone; replacing over 10 miles of pipeline; constructing a new 3-1/2 million gallon reservoir 
next to the current 4-million gallon reservoir; and Tigard would be building a new larger pump 
station.  This work would need to be completed by July 1, 2016 by terms of the 
intergovernmental agreement.   
The Partnership was the managing agency so they would get all environmental permits and 
land use approvals; contract for all construction; manage all construction; and deliver the project 
by July 1, 2016.  They were currently in the design phase.  The City retained the firm of Brown 
and Caldwell to act as program manager.  There were four different firms designing the 
pipelines, intake, plant, and the reservoirs.   
Mr. Buck asked where the staging areas would be located.  Mr. Komarek stated they had only 
one staging area provided by the City - the Iron Mountain staging site.  They may not have any 
others. 
Environmental studies would be performed and there would be a public review before this 
project was approved.  They had several million dollars allocated for mitigation.  Mr. Komarek 
said an application regarding mitigation had been submitted to the City Planning Department 
and was available for review. 
The proposed pipeline would cut through a small portion of a wetland on the Hunt Club site, so 
there was a wetland impact.  It was a federal jurisdictional wetland, so they were working with 
the Army Corps of Engineers and City Planning staff regarding mitigation for that impact.  There 
was no mitigation opportunity onsite so they asked to mitigate on the adjacent property.  An 
area had been identified for mitigation for the wetland impact, and a new wetland of 2,900 sq. ft. 
would be created.  They would also enhance, restore, and repair an additional 13,500 sq. ft. 
area.  There was a restoration opportunity of another 11,500 sq. ft. area where invasive species 
removal would occur and a suitable riparian area would be created.   
Construction of the project was slated to start in late 2013 or early 2014 and go through 2015.  
The permit with the state would be good through November 30, 2015.  The project did not need 
to be completed until July 2016 per the intergovernmental agreement; however, they wanted six 
months for restoration work, demobilization activities, and for commissioning the plant.  The bulk 
of heavy construction would be over by December 2015. 
Mr. Stee provided background information on the National Park Service Rivers, Trails, and 
Conservation Assistance Grant he applied for last summer.  They were awarded a one-year 
grant for a Park Service planner to assist with developing a management plan, which would be 
modeled after the Cooks Butte Management Plan.  Copies of this plan were distributed to the 
Board.  There was an option to extend the grant for one more year.  Some of the parameters for 



City of Lake Oswego Natural Resources Advisory Board Minutes 
March 14, 2012 

Page 3 of 5 

 

the plan were to: identify the existing resources in the park; identify the opportunities and issues 
on the site; discuss what needs to be done for restoration and stabilization of the park; and 
prioritize and implement restoration.  There was a 1984 master plan for the piece Mr. Komarek 
discussed that also had to be considered.  Mr. Stee hoped to be finished with the plan by 
December, but thought it would go through spring of 2013.  The plan would address what needs 
to be restored from the LOIS and Lake Oswego – Tigard Water Partnership projects.   
They would have a public outreach plan to work with the community and Mr. Stee wanted it to 
be discussed with NRAB and the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board.  There would be 
outreach with Friends of Iron Mountain, the neighborhood association, and the Fire Department 
regarding fire suppression, among other agencies.  The plan would be used as a tool regarding 
inventory.  They had a staff person who has a horticulture background helping with the inventory 
process.  Ms. Christenson had been invited to be part of the process pending her supervisor’s 
approval. 
Mr. Stee said there was discussion about having a historic resources plan and a trails plan, but 
that would get into a master plan level of detail, which he did not think would be appropriate to 
do at this level.  A master plan would be very expensive and they did not have the funding for it.  
He said he could do a historic resource inventory while they were out there; it just would not be 
part of the plan.  Mr. Stee was asked about the area becoming a more natural site.  He said 
they really need a snapshot of what the area is.  Community feedback was necessary to 
determine what they should do.  That was why the historic inventory is important, even if they 
did not use all the information in the plan.  They wanted to go into the stream corridor and there 
would be designation and delineation done.  A portion had already been completed; he and Ms. 
Christenson would discuss how that would fit in.   
There was concern as to whether there were any services provided by the wetland area – if it 
supported any habitat or protected any wildlife.  Ms. Christenson stated that the wetland on the 
Hunt Club was mapped as Sensitive Lands and to mitigate it would require restoring it to a 
higher value wetland.  There was a preexisting use that could continue and the Hunt Club did 
not want it to be restored as a high-value wetland, which was why the restoration would be put 
offsite.  The Hunt Club wetlands would be put back the way they were; the enhancement would 
be in the park.  Any portion of the field in the Hunt Club used by animals would get restored 
exactly the way it was.  The Hunt Club had said there was a special material for the area used 
by the horses. 
Mr. Buck said that he was on the Oswego Lake Watershed Council as well as the Friends of 
Iron Mountain board.  Since the City would be upgrading utilities, he thought it would be very 
opportune to upgrade the channel.  He thought they should be concerned to get it back as a 
natural resource.  Mr. Stee said the management plan would look at mitigation and upgrading 
the area.  The plan had to be completed to determine what needs to be done first. 
Co-chair Dailey thanked everyone for their time, effort, and input. 
 
Ms. Buncke left the meeting at 7:15PM. 
 
Luscher Farm Area Urban Growth Boundary Expansion 
Co-chair Dailey updated the Board on the proposed UGB expansion.  She said that Mayor 
Hoffman had called and asked her and Co-chair Rich for input at a meeting with all the board 
chairs.  In preparation for that meeting a resolution draft was sent out and they were to review it 
and give feedback.  She didn’t hear any formal commitments to the resolution but there were 
concerns submitted - namely to understand how protections would still be applied to areas when 
the Exclusive Farm Use zoning was changed.   
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During the meeting, it was decided by all the attendees that it was not an appropriate time to 
rush the proposal through until the Luscher Area Master Plan was completed.  There was 
unanimous agreement that the Mayor would return to the City Council and share that 
information.  They wanted to ensure public trust in the process and get community support for 
when they do the UGB expansion.  
The chairs found out, without any notice, that the input and agreement with the Mayor and the 
chairs was disregarded.  The proposed UGB expansion was supported by the Council, with the 
Mayor’s assent.  Co-chair Dailey stated that the board chairs were discouraged to have their 
recommendation disregarded by the Council. 
Co-chair Dailey said they asked that protection such as urban agricultural zoning; minimized 
parking; and agriculture and open space easements be added.  No one wanted to see the 
current master plan enacted.  The board chairs had met the prior week to talk about this.  They 
wanted to know what next steps to take.  It was decided that it would be better to stay involved 
in the planning process and see how to move forward with a clearer understanding that their 
input would be heard and acknowledged and not dismissed.  It was time to get very specific on 
what they want to see happen and for the chairs to meet internally and try to hash out an actual 
plan to address their concerns.  They discussed the natural area protection they want to see, as 
well as historic and riparian protection.  If one field was put east of the current sports field they 
wanted to know how to maximize that space and keep the active recreational use separate.  
Protection of all the current farmland, natural, and open spaces was important.  The chairs were 
going to meet again on March 24 to review information and schematics.  They would share 
information from there and decide on the next steps as they wanted to get feedback from the 
Board.  They wanted to present that information to one or two Councilors and the Mayor.   
Ms. Warner asked if the zoning had to be laid out to Metro with the expansion request.  Co-chair 
Dailey said the proposal was generic and not binding.   
Ms. Warner asked when Metro would make a decision; there may be time to get the Luscher 
Area Master Plan completed prior to the expansion approval.  Ms. Christenson said she would 
find out how long it would take Metro to make a decision. 
 
Comprehensive Plan Update 
Not discussed. 
 
NRAB Recruitment Update 
Co-chair Dailey said she was moving to California; she would be leaving in mid-June, so May 
would be her last meeting.  Co-chair Rich and Stephanie Wagner’s terms were already expired.  
There were a total of four openings on the Board.   
Ms. Christenson said there were five applicants; interviews were scheduled for April 4th.  New 
members would not be appointed before the April meeting as they would have to be appointed 
by the Council.   
Ms. Christenson was asked how many members make a quorum.  She would get clarification 
on that for the next meeting.   
 
Announcements 
Ms. Christenson handed out brochures regarding Arbor Week and asked for a volunteer to 
attend the Heritage Tree Dedication.  Ms. Warner agreed to attend and represent the Board. 
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Adjournment 
The next meeting was scheduled for April 11, 2012.  There being no other business, Co-chair 
Dailey adjourned the meeting at 8:48 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Andrea Christenson 
Natural Resources Planner 
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